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TICKED OFF ..... 

VT scientists count 
more ticks, more cases 
of Lyme 


Love 

>. * ^Affairs 

• L ^ t BY JOEL NAJMAN, PAGE 28 
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LIGHTNING 

STRIKES..,. 

Chris Bouchard 
shoots up a storm 



FEELING 

THE HEAT.... 

VT woodstove 
makers forge on 

\ ' 

Darlene Love, the voice 

FIDDLEHEAD 
MASTER ...... 

Magic Hat brewer 
goes solo 

behind scores of iconic pop 
singles, talks about her career 
and upcoming Vermont show 
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<c Fun and Games’ 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2 oil 7:30 p.m. • Flynn Center, Burlington 
Apart from the eggnog... Christmas IS for kids! Celebrate Christmas 20it with the 
Vermont Symphony Orchestra as we take a look at the youthful side of the holiday. 


RAUCOUS HOLIDAY REVUE 


12/17: A SEASON WITH SKI 
MOUNTAINEER 
CHRIS DAVENPORT 


12/30: AN EVENING WITH 
ANAIS MITCHELL 


12/29: SOME ENCHANTED EVENING: 
THE SONGS OF ROGERS 
& HAMMERSTEIN 


A festive line up of strong seasonal ales perfect for a 
winter night’s sipping. N’Ice Chouffe, 2 year old Gouden 
Carolus cuv£e van de Keizer biauw & rood, Delirium 
N08I, Gouden Carolus Noel and others. 


INF FARMHOUSE COM 

1 60 Bank Street 
Burlington, VT 
802.859.0888 


SPRUCE PEAK 

PERFORMING 
ARTS CENTER 

122 Hourglass Dr. | Stowe, VT 


Tickets 
On Sale Now! 

Box Office: 

802.760.4634 

SprucePeakArts.org 


SAT 12/10* 1 , 4 & 8PM 

HIP HOP 
NUTCRACKA 




FRI 12/16 • 7PM 

- # s s JINGLE 
BELL 

% i# V rock 

A FAMILY FRIENDLY 


CIRC0 

COMEDIA 


FESTIVUS 


Wednesday December 14, 5pm to late. 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 


FARMHOUSETG.i 


Box Office: 802.760.4634 
SprucePeakArts.org 


Tickets: 80286FLYNN. flynntix.org or the Fiynn Regional Box Office. 


The Spruce Peak PertormingArts Center is a 501(c)(3) not-for-pmtit arts organization dedicated and 
committed to entertaining, educating, and engaging our diverse communities In Stowe and beyond. 





prices 


^Mountain 


www.gmcamera.com 

(802) 244 0883 
14 Sunset Drive 
Waterbury Center, VT 05677 


BURLINGTON.EDU 
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JEWELERS InC. sin<;e 


78 Church Street. Burlington. VT 05401 
Holiday Hours: M-F 10am-8pm • Sat 10am-6pm • Sun llamopm 
.£ | www.frem eaujewelers.com | (802)658-0333 


BURLINGTON COLLEGE 


WANT TO TRANSFER? 

FREE! 
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THINKING ABOUT A 


In :7J I =i J :Wq u r m 

START PLANNING AN INDIVIDUALIZED 
MASTERS DEGREE 


HESTER 







GIVETHEGIFT OF HOLIDAY 


All that 
glitters.. 

Dazzle this 
holiday season 
in a dress from 
ECCO 


WHEN THE SNOW FLIES WARM UP WITH 
A COZY JACKET FROM THE NORTH FACE. 
FIND A STYLE FOR EVERYDAY WEAR OR 
ONE THAT WILL HEAT UP THE SLOPES. 


THE NORTH FACE STORE 


210 COLLEGE ST. BURLINGTON 
877.284.3270 


uuRTona 

GIRLS NIGHT OUT 


Burton Flagship Store Burlington 
80 Industrial Parkway 
Burlington, VT 05401 
(802)660-3200 

facebook.com/BurtonBurlington 

Thursday. Dec 8th 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

Debut of New Burton X FREECITY Winter Line 
Gift Bags to the First 50 Ladies 
Prizes and Giveaways 
Tasty Treats. Food and Drinks 
Fun Activities 


FREE 
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Eat This 


facing 

facts 

m m 




everything was 
kosher. Who's right? 

m 

CHICK FILA-HOLE 

It seems like all 

of Vermont — 
including the gov 

Muller-Moore of 
"Eat More Kale" 
fame against a legal 
threat from a fast- 



That's Vermont's 
rank in the 2011 

editionoftheUnited ffJJV 

Health Foundation's 

list of healthiest 

states. It'athe fourth- 

time in the past live 

years that Vermont 

has been lifted the l|H 

healthiest state in 

the country. What’s 

our secret? Kale, Lots of kale. 



T0PFIVE 


MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM 
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tweet of 
the week: 


@251VT 
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PARAMOUNT 

\THEATRE 

PARAMOUNTLIVE.org 

30 CENTER ST. RUTLAND, VT 
CHARGE BY PHONE 802.775.0903 



golden dragon 

ACROBATS 

fri, dec 9 


8:00 PM 

T -tct 


Premiere! Clifford capitol steps 

THE BIG RED DOG sat -' an21 »™ 

fri, jan 6 


8:00 PM | sponsors 







SEVEN DAYS 



PamdiiPolstori & Pnula Roully 
publish tn/cotoi tor Paula Roully 




feed back 


STAFF WRITIRS Andy Bromugo, Ken Picard 



MISSING MARBLE 

Megan James' article about the disappear- 
ance of Marble Arvidson is by far die best 
piece I've read on the subject ["Inside a 
Case” November 16]. She did a phenom- 
enal job of presenting previously unknown 
information about this young man. I really 
appreciate the care with which she wrote 
about Marble and his family. Marble re- 
mains in my dioughts. and I hope you’ll 
continue to cover this case. 

Christina Ryan 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 


ANYWHERE BUT 
CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

As one of the displaced employees from 
the Waterbury Complex, I'll be thrilled 
if either town wins ["Barre v. Waterbury: 
Two Tbwns Duke It Out for Vermont’s 
Displaced State Workers,” November 23]. 
It's no picnic being forced to commute to 
Chittenden County in order to keep your 
job. When taking into consideration the 
costofthiscommute,itamountsto another 
pay cut on top of the one we already took. 

Vicki Strobridge 
WORCESTER 


LOVE HACKIE 

I’m writing to tell you how much I enjoy 
the Hackie column in Seven Days. I just 
realized that the columns are archived on 
the Seven Days website! Yay! In case I miss 


CORRECTION 

Last week's Fair Game column 
mischaracterized a vote taken by 
Burlington mayoral candidate Miro 
Weinberger while a member of the 
Burlington Airport Commission. 
Weinberger voted in favor of issuing 
bonds to build what became a $14.5 
million airport parking garage - a 
plan that unraveled overtime and was 
financed, in part through the city’s 
cash pool. After the airport’s bond 
rating was downgraded, the commis- 
sion continued to support the plan, 
despite reservations, though it took no 
formal vote. 


one, which I try very hard not to do, I can 
go to the website. I discovered Seven Days 
shortly after we moved to Vermont in July 
2009. 1 quickly came to the conclusion that 
Hackie is the best thing in it. 

Tm sure "Jernigan Pontiac" is good 
at driving a taxicab (not an easy task. I’m 
sure), but I think he is also a great writer. 
His dialogue and keen insights make the 
characters come alive. I could go on, but 

enough gushing! 

As a pastor who writes columns for the 
church newsletter and preaches sermons 
every Sunday, I know how much effort it 
takes to write in an engaging and enter- 
taining way. Hackie does it so well! 

Rev. Patrice H. Goodwin 
JERICHO 


TIM NEWCOMB 



: WEEK IN REVIEW = 


PUZZLED BY PIZZA STORY 

There were some very strange reviews 
in "Against the Grain” [November 30]. 
Junior's is soggy and not tasty at all. Upper 
Crust in Essex is great! The crust is thin 
and a little crispy and very tasty. I don’t 
know what was being talked about in 
terms of die sauce tasting weird. Maybe 
it’s the distance from NYC and good pizza, 
but hating grown up in Uiat area. I was 
really confused by the reviews. 


ASHE CAN LEAD 

[Re Fair Game. “Was Ashe 
Aware? Did Miro Know?" 

November 30]: On 
i 

nominated Tim 
Ashe to be the 
next Democratic mayor of 
Burlington. As 1 said then. Burlington is 
obviously at a crossroads in respect to the 
challenges ahead, and we're very much a 
town in need of someone able to harness 
the many factions and spirit of this place. 
Whedier it's Burlington Telecom or the 
airport garage, leadership - and the poli- 
tics that go with it - has been a mess in 


that keep this place vibrant, successful, 
entrepreneurial and fun will be embraced 
and exemplified in Tim's vision for the 
city. 1 hope others think so. too. 


WATER PARK WASTES ENERGY 

It was with outrage that I read the article 
in Seven Days about Jay Peak's new water 
park ["Just Chute Me," November 23]. 
Temperatures in the 80s in mid-winter 
and a roof they can pull back 

1* s °y° uc ‘ 




one who’s capable of 
managing the politics of this city will be 
ns important ns navigating die immense 
financial challenges ahead. With his 
knowledge of city and state government 
and his proven ability to get votes in every 
part of this town, I believe Tim is that 


l His s 


i the 


Senate among some of the sawiest politi- 
cal players around, including our current 
governor, will only serve us better in get- 
ting the city back on track. That, and his 
background as a councilor and work on 
affordable housing clearly gives him the 
most comprehensive skills to keep the city 
ofBurlington the coolest place around... 

As a lifelong Burlington resident and 
the former co-owner of the Oasis Diner, 
which served as a hub for great political 
theater here in the Queen City for more 
than 50 years, I know that all the things 


FULL DISCLOSURE 

State Sen. Tim Ashe (D/P- 
Chittenden), a candidate in the 
Burlington mayoral race, is the 
domestic partner of Seven Days 
publisher and coeditor Paula Routly. 
Roudy is not assigning or editing sto- 
ries or columns about Burlington pol- 
itics for the duration of the campaign. 
Seven Days staffer Andy Bromage 
now has that role. 


OBRIENS 




my temperature almost 
hit die boiling point by 
the time I finished 
reading All I could 
think was: For this 
we are 

ing Lowell 

Mountains?! So 
our "green" energy 

can be used for what?! 

All the 350.org demonstrations, all the 

extraction and pipelines, coal mining and 
coal plants, all those protests at Vermont 
Yankee, all the light bulbs wc have 
changed - all that means absolutely noth- 
ing if we humans can not stop inventing 

to buy something throw away something 
we don’t need anymore, we need to stop 
and think hard about the energy used. 
Where did it come from? Even all the 
green energy in the world has side effects, 
from blasting off our ridgetops for a wind 
farm, to the finite precious metals used in 
photovoltaic panels. 

All die PR about "green" wind farms 
powering Vermont homes is propaganda. 
It goes into the grid pool and is shipped 
anywhere it is needed, including places 
like a water park. 

It is time to stop putting a “green" 
smiley face on wasteful, frivolous use of 
electricity. 

Annie Gaillard 

WALDEN 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 


. be 250 words or fewer: 

• respond to Seven Oays content : 

• Indude your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 


• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback®^ eve ndaysvL com 

• Seven Days P.0. Box 1164. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 



STITUTE 


Guest Appreciation Event 



• Door prizes 

• Open House 

• Discount Gift Cards 

• Holiday refreshments 



Open daily December 51 h to 24th, 10-5. 
Il www.alchemyjewelryarts.com 
Comer ol Pine and Howard. Burlington 



Red Square 

Gl »bal warmina yw bearf. 


WED 12/7 ANDRK SEVERANCE SEXTET 7PM 
DJ CRE8 10PM 

THU 12/8 DJ DAKOTA 9 PM 

0JCRE6 10PM /DJ A-DOO 11PM 
FRI1279 ME t YOU 5PM / MUSAK 8PM 
CRAIG MITCHELL 10PM 
B0NJ0UR-H1! 11PM 
SAT 12/10 ELLEN POWELL DUO 5PM 
MISSI0N0 8PM 
CHAMPAGNE DYNASTY 9:30PM 
DJ MIXX 10PM / DJ A-D0G UPM 
MON 12/12 INDUSTRY NIGHT FT. ROBBIE J UPM 
TUE 12/13 SUPER K 7PM 

CRAIG MITCHELL 10PM 
WED 12/M STARUNE RHYMfl BOYS 7PM 
DJ CRE8 10PM 





BE SOCIAL - JOIN THE CLUB! 

Social Clubbers like to go out, shop, meet new people 
and win things — doesn't everyone? 

Sign up to get insider updates about local events, 
deals and contests from Seven Days. 


PICK YOUR PLEASURE 


13 

LIKE/FAN/STALK US JOIN OUR E BEAST LIST FOLLOWTHE FUN 

sevendays.socialclub sevendaysvt.com @7dSocialClub 



* 
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HAT'S YOUR DEAL? 


fv 

■ Purchase these offers only at: 

| deals.sevendaysvt.com | 



MUSICSTORELIVE.COM 

$100 GIFT 
CERTIFICATE 
FOR ONLY $50 

If you're a musician and you 
want nothing but the best. 
MusicStoreLive.com has 
what you need. 



TURNERTOYS 
$50 GIFT 
CERTIFICATE 
FOR ONLY $25 

Build it, imagine it, 
dream it. ride it, fly it! 



JANEBOXALL 
SOLO MARIMBA 

Saturday, Dec. 17 
$2b8© $10.90 
FlynnSpace 
Burlington 

Jane Boxall presents solo 
marimba music using 
zero to eight mallets. 


SEVEN DAYS 

Deal} 




Seven Days delivers deep discounts on concerts, shows, 
plays and more! In between ticket deals, get local perks 
on shopping, services and dining. 

Sign up for DealTicket emails today: 

deals.sevendaysvt.com 
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BY MEGAN JAMES 
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23 Whiskey Tango 
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dear^/lucy. 


38 Church Street 

862.5126 

dearlucy.com 


Mon-Thu 10am-8pm 
Jri & Sat 10am _ 9pm 
Sun llam-6pm 





THE AQUALOOP 

DROP 60 FEET PER SECOND. 
PREPARE YOUR BEST SCREAM. 


PUMP 

H0USE 

INDOOR WATERPARK 

at 

JAY ^ PEAK 


VERMONT 


CH V -TE 


Featuring 


D. UBUE 


BARREL 


Multiple Slides & Kid’s Play Area - Big River and Big Falls 
Climbing Wall - Indoor & Outdoor Hot Tubs - Elevation 
. 1851' Family Arcade - The Warming Shelter Snack Bar 
- The Drink (pool-side bar) - The Wave Surf Shop 


Celebrate the 

FIRST SPLASH! 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 

WITH YOUR FRIENDS FROM 

S & SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 





MONDAY 12 

Bean Scene 

Called simply "awesome" by Sever 
Dan Bolles, Burlington’s Anders Parker c 
three-week solo residency at Radio Bean on Monday. 
Known to cross over from electro "laptop pop" to sparse folk songs all 
in the span of a double album, the former frontman of Vamaline makes 
good on his reputation as one of the country's top songwriters. 


ONGOING 

Everything to Gain 

What's In Barbara Wagnefs artistic toolbox? Brushes 
and oil paints, for sure, but also sand, horsehair and 
handmade paper. Inspired by the natural world but 
decidedly abstract the Vermont painter's works — 
ntain Fine Art Gallery's 
‘Something Ventured — Something 
Gained* exhibit — swim in color and 
pop off the linen with layered 


Folk Lure 

All harmonies and big he 


SATURDAY 10 

Urban Legend 

When the script calls for 
gingerbread soldiers and a 
Mouse King, you can expect ballet to 
follow in stride. Not so in Green Mountain 
Performing Arts' Hip-Hop Nutcracka, 

Chnstmas Eve dream. The quirky produc- 
tion prom isesa mixofbreakdancing, 
street jazz, "funklfied ballet and a beat- 
boxing chorus. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 60 


THURSDAY 8 

Make and Model 

Vermont is just full of 


SUNDAY 11 

Home Stretch 

ners are the perfect people to help boost 
the states post-Irene rebuilding efforts. 
Vinyasa for Vermont gathers local yogis 
all in one place for a flood-relief fundraiser 
led by eight local teachers. Salute the 
sun while supporting both the Intervale 

Disaster Relief Fund. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 63 
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24' 1 The BEST water 

bottle (& gift) ever! ^ 

~:<u COLD 
'Scej stays 
'r’^A cold 
fjj 7 24 hrs. 



. DISCOUNT 

J BEVERAGE 

^ 1 OUTLET 


LIQUOR & DEM 802-985-3246 


VERMONT STATE 
LIQUOR OUTLET 


Fresh Live Maine 

LOBSTERS 

Your choice in fresh ocean water 
tanks. No chemicals, 4000 gallons 
of Atlantic seawater trucked in. 

llb-6lbs. Starting at $4.99/lb. 


Mussels 
King Crab Legs 
Oysters 
FAS Haddock 
FAS Large 
Scallops 
Lobster Meat 


$3.99/Ib. 
$3.99/lb. 
$19.99 /lb. 
$10.99/doz. 
$5.99/lb. 

$11.99/lb. 
$33.00 /lb. 


One Claw Lobster $4.29/lb. 
Little Neck Clams $5.99/lb. 


Wholesale - Retail 

Over 1000 lbs lobster in stock! 

Whole Belly Fried Clam Baskets 
Shrimp Baskets • Haddock Baskets 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
985-3246 . Fax 985-9716 
2659 Shelburne Road 



FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by shay totten ; 


Split Decision 


A ll eyes will be on Burlington 
this Sunday, December 11, 
as the city’s two major po- 
litical parties — Democrats 
and Progressives - hold their mayoral 
caucuses. 

The question is, will they nominate 
the same guy? The Democrats should end up 
haveacandidate before 5 p.m, just as die Ashe, 
Progs meet for a politick dinner ahead of councilor, 
their 6 p.m. caucus. 


their own. When the Progressives met 
several weeks later in the H.O. Wheeler 
school gymnasium, a soft-spoken legis- 
lator by die name of Bob Kiss stepped 
forward and won the Progressive nod. 

The rest, as they say, is history. 

This time, the Progressives may 
iss-endorsing a Democrat, 
former Progressive city 
is a shoo-in to get the 
Prog nomination if he prevails at 
the Democratic caucus. Ashe has 
won two terms in the state senate 
as a "fusion” candidate endorsed by 
both parties. 


counting begins shortly 
after 4. 

Send your completed 
Mad Lib to Fair Game and 
well publish the best ones 
on our staff blog Blurt. 
(Email shay@sevedaysvt 
com. orsend it by snail 
mail to Fair Game c/o 
Seven Days. P.0. Box 1164. 
Burlington. VT 05402.) 

Enjoy! And don't forget 
to share your story with 
yourfellow UDs. be they 
Miro Maniacs or Tim 
Troopers. 


After a four- way race 
led to a eliffhanger 540- 
540 vote last month. 
Democrats are down to 
two candidates in the final 
runoff: nonprofit housing 
developer and state Sen. 
tim ashe (D/P- Chittenden) 
and nonprofit housing 
developer and airport com- 
missioner MIRO WEINBERGER. 

With Progressive Mayor 
bob kiss not seeking reelec- 
tion, the Progs are left with 
the choice of endorsing “No 
Candidate," one of the Dems 
or some yet-to-be-named 
individual. 

This uncertainty recalls 
the political landscape of 
2006, when Progressives 
helped 



mAD t*, 

liberals •*- 

. Burlington Democrats will settle 

.this Sunday. 

The November 13 caucus ended in a (adjective) ^ 

suit Sen. Tim M» (WP-CMM®"] »t 
mmissioner/housing developer Miro Weinberger. 

For the past three weeks, Ashe and Weinberger supporters have 

. Weinberger supporters claim Ashe is 

_ ,Ch7e Ashe supporters charge that Weinberger 




Easy, boys and _ 


Soundslike Ashe needs to provehe'sa 

Weinberger needs to demonstrate he's not a __ 

Sheesh. For some ^ ' you ' d think 11 

way they're acting so - • 

What happens if Ashe and Weinberger tie again? I suggest each 


le other with a 


a miller (D-Chittenden) over then- If he’s cross-endorsed for mayor, 
city councilor andy montroll as die Ashe may lose Democratic support as a 
Democratic Party’s mayoral candidate result. Dem purists who can’t seem to 
because Progs didn’t have a candidate of get past the party’s loss to bernie sanders 


in the 1981 mayor’s race say they'd vote 
for a — gasp! — Republican before cast- 
ing a ballot for Ashe. 

A similar scenario holds true for 
Weinberger. 

I fhe wins, Progressives seem poised 
to run their own candidate — even if that 
candidate isn't well known or even has a 
chance of actually winning. 

So, why run a Progressive and pos- 
sibly split die left - and risk handing the 
election to GOP candidate kurt wright? 
Some Progs think Weinberger isn’t class 
conscious. 

“In talking to Progressives, there is 
still a strong desire to have 
mayor who understands 
and represents the needs of 
working people," said Elijah 
bergman, vice chairman of 
the city Progressives. “We 
know Tim Ashe would be 
such a mayor. However, 
haven't heard anything 
from Miro Weinberger to 
suggest the same would be 

Funny, given that 
Weinberger builds low-in- 
;ne housing for a living. 
City Councilor emma 
mulvaney-stanak (P-Ward 
oft named by city 
Progs as an up-and-com- 
ing politician who would 
make a strong mayoral 
candidate. Not this year. 

“While I appreci- 
ate the underground 
effort to support my 
mayoral candidacy, this 
is not die year I would 
run," Mulvaney-Stanak 
told Fair Game. “I am 
definitely interested in 
hijdier office in the near 
future, so stay tuned.” 

The council's 

other Progressive - 
Councilor vince brennan 
(P-Ward 3) — is giving a 
2012 mayoral run some 
thought, sources tell 
Fair Game. 

With die intra- 
liberal warfare raging 
behind diem, both candidates pledged 
during a Channel 17 debate Monday 
night to work together postcaucus in 
uniting die Left going into the general 
election. 


_ to Democrats, and 


Progressives, 
still 1981, the 






GOT A TIP FOR SHAY? SHAY@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


With party purists working at cross 
purposes to keep old grudges alive and 
settle old scores - scores nearly as old 
as llie candidates themselves — the only 
person in the Queen City who may be 
left smiling is Kurt Wright 

Readers may recall Wright only gar- 
nered 32 percent of the vote in the first 
round of the 2009 election; Kiss had 28 
percent and Democrat Andy Montroll 
had 23 percent. Independent dan smith 
had 14 percent 

A split Left with no strong inde- 
pendent in the race would appear to 
be Wright’s path to victory, 
making his third run for ■■■■ 
mayor die potential charm. ill] 

(Tim Ashe is the domes- 
tic partner of Seven Days 
publisher and coeditor paula 
routly. See disclosure on page 7.) 

Independent Power 

There’s a growing rift among opponents 
of the proposed merger between Green 
Mountain Power and Central Vermont 
Public Service. 

Last month, state Sen. vince iuuzzi 
(R-Essex/Orleans) and 45 other elec- 
tric ratepayers petitioned die Vermont 
Public Service Board to appoint an 
independent counsel to represent rate- 
payer interests when regulators hear 
the merger proposal in February. 

Their chief concern is a conflict of 
interest — or a perceived one - between 
Gov. peter shumun's administration and 
GMP. Department of Public Service 
Commissioner Elizabeth miller’s hus- 
band, eric miller, is a managing partner 
in die law firm that represents GMP 
and, as such, derives indirect income 
from GMP’s payments to his firm. 

After meeting with Shumlin two 
weeks ago, Illuzzi voluntarily put the 
brakes on his request until he could sit 
down with Commissioner Miller and 
review her department's official posi- 
tion on the merger. 

As of press deadline, that meeting 
had not been scheduled. 

“They need to show their hand a 
litde," Illuzzi told Fair Game this week. 
“But, my request for a delay wasn't 
indefinite.” 

Perhaps Team Shumlin is trying to 
run out the clock for their pals at GMP, 

The PSB dismissed the request for an 
independent counsel but left Illuzzi and 
the other petitioners an opportunity to 
resubmit their petition after the DPS 
files its official comments on the merger. 

Thirty of the original 46 petitioners — 
upset by Illuzzi's call for a delay - aren’t 
waiting. Last week they asked the PSB 
to reconsider its decision and appoint a 


special counsel now, because the merger 
is complex and touches nearly every 
aspect of the state’s economy. 

If the merger is approved, nearly 
two-thirds of the state's power market 
will be controlled by GMP’s parent com- 
pany, GazMetro of Quebec. GazMetro 
also owns Vermont Gas. GazMetro 
would, in turn, wield significant sway 
over VELCO, die utility that manages 
the state’s power-transmission network. 

Given Commissioner Miller's ap- 
pearance of a conflict of interest, the 30 
petitioners wrote dial it’s necessary to 
have an independent set of 
eyes on the proposed merger. 
Ill' ■ “This proposed merger, 
lllliB if approved, would have 
enormous ramifications for 
Vermonters for generations 
to come," the petitioners wrote. “The 
public deserves to have n clear, un- 
compromised voice representing them, 
widiout any undercurrents of mistrust 
or cynicism due to the real or perceived 
conflict of interest of the commissioner." 

Media Notes 

Well, you've probably heard by now: I'm 
leavingSeven Days at die end of the year 
and turning over Fair Game to political 
editor andy bromage. 

Here's the story: More than a month 
ago — out of the blue - I was offered 
a chance to return to the White River 
Junction-based book publisher Chelsea 
Green Publishing as its communications 
director. I was workingat Chelsea Green 
in March 2008 when Paula Routly and 
Pamela polston approached me about 
writing the paper's political column in 
the wake of peter freyne's retirement. 

I’ve had a great run with Fair Game 
and leave Seven Days with nothing but 
the utmost respect and gratitude for 
Paula and Pamela, my fellow staffers, 
and you, dear readers. 

I firmly believe opportunities pres- 
ent diemselves for a reason — as die 
chance to write this column did more 
than three and a half years ago. 

My final column will be December 

28. 

But, fret not: Until then, everydiing 
remains fair game. © 


B Watch Shay discuss Vermont politics 
at S30 p,m. this Wednesday on 
■The :30"on wcax-TV. 


I Follow Shay on Twitter: 
twitter.com/ShayTotten. 



Send Shay an old-fashioned email: 
ISalshayi9sevendaysvt.com. 
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local matters 


Muckraking Journalist Greg Palast 
on “Occupy,” Big Oil and the U.S. Media 



G regPalast was floatingina kayak off the Alaska 
coast in 1997 when he had an epiphany. He 
was working at die time as an investigator for 
the Chugach native people, whose lands had 
been slimed by the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill. In the 
course of his study, Palast uncovered information about 
Exxon’s culpability for die disaster, but he had no way 
of publicizing it. So he decided to become a journalist 
It’s proven a successful 


POLITICS 


right-wing economist Milton 
Friedman. He's won six Project Censored awards for 
reporting important stories ignored by die mainstream 
press. He’s also the author of two international best 
sellers, Armed Madhouse and The Best Democracy 
Money Can Buy. 

A native Californian, Palast reports regularly for 
Britain’s Guardian newspaper and for die BBC. Nation 
magazine writer Jim Hightower calls Palast "a cross 
between Sam Spade and Sherlock Holmes." Corporate ex- 
ecutives he’s outed as wrongdoers call Palast other tiling. 

Palast spoke with Seven Days in advance of his 
scheduled talk next week at Burlington’s Main Street 
Landing Film House. 

SEVEN DAYS: You must be sympathetic to Occupy 
Wall Street. Do you think it will have a lasting 
impact on U.S. politics? 

GREG PALAST: It’s not a setback for Occupy to no 
longer be occupying. No one gives a shit about Wall 
Street. It’s just a piece of tarmac. It was never the point 
s of die movement. 

“ The point has been to expose the 1 percent, the 
£ movers and shakers who are moving and shaking us, all 
2 those rich motherfuckers. Now we know their names, 
g where they live, how they made their billions. 

So yeah, the impact has been huge. And it’s just 
starting. I’m deeply involved with Occupy. 


SD: You've got a new book out: Vultures' Picnic: 

In Pursuit of Petroleum Pigs. Power Pirates, and 
High- Finance Carnivores. Can you summarize 
what it's about? 

GP: Vultures are financial speculators who seize the 
assets of die poorest nations by claiming these coun- 
tries owe money that the speculators try to collect 
through intimidation, bribery and theft One guy as- 
sociated with this is Paul Singer; he’s Mitt Romney's 
top economic adviser. I’ve been investigating how 
Romney's “job creator" makes his money, and that's a 
story Singer doesn't want you to hear. 

By the way, I'm totally nonpartisan. Even though 
Singer owns the Republican Party, I point out that he 
rents tile Democratic Party. 

Most of the book is a five-continent investigation of 
British Petroleum. I'm bringing you the stuff you don't 
get from CNNor the Petroleum Broadcasting System. 

BP's blowout in the Gulf in 2010 was actually die 


second big disaster it had. There was also a blowout in 
the Caspian Sea in Azerbaijan in 2008, but BP covered 
it up with a combination of bribery, beatings and blow 
jobs. [Azerbaijani officials] kept their lips closed and 
their zippers open. 

SD: So your talk in Burlington is part of a book 

GP: I’m on a troublemaldng tour. My talks are platforms 
for Occupy activists in their transition away from their 
fixation with real estate. 

SD: You obviously come at stories from a left-wing 
perspective. Do you ever worry that your ideology 
might blind you to facts? 

GP: I don't have an ideology. There's really only the 
truth and die not-trudi. I’m just an old-fashioned gum- 
shoe reporter. 

The worst fucking thing about American jour- 
nalism, by the way, is its “on-die-one-hand-this, 
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on-the-other-that” approach. It really distorts or omits truth. 

I exposed [Florida Secretary of State] Katherine Harris 
for purging thousands of black voters from die electoral rolls. 
That cost [Al] Gore the 2000 election. It was stolen from him. 
I documented it. 

I could not get that story into the U.S. media. There was a 
total news blackout of wliat had happened. It finally got picked 
up by theL.A. Times, and they played the story as “Democrats 
accuse Republicans of removing black voters from the rolls; 
the Republicans deny diat." 

Jesus Christ! We don't have balanced news in the United 
States; it doesn’t lucking exist. News here isn’t reporting; it's 
repeating. 

SD: Hang on. You write mostly for British outlets. Are you 
saying the British press is less influenced by corporate 
interests than the American press? The same financial 
dynamics are at work, right? 

GP: Wrong. The Guardian is owned by a not-for-profit chari- 
table trust. That's allowed it to become die most influential 
English-language paper in die world. 

SD: More influential than the New York Times ? 

GP: The New York Times is influen- 
tial in New York. People elsewhere 
see that it’s — what shall we say? 

— incomplete. 

The BBC is the gold standard of 
journalism. It's important to know 
it's neither corporate owned 
government owned. It’s owned by 
subscribers, the people who pay 
£100 a year for a TV license. 

SD: Yeah, but Britain doesn't 
have a First Amendment ora 
Freedom of Information Act. 

GP: That's true, but the Brits could 
borrow our First Amendment, be- 
cause we’re not using it And have 
you tried using FOIA lately? Good luck. 

It's also true that I don't have any legal protection for stories 
in the British press. The resulting degree of self-censorship by 
some reporters is just astonishing. 

But it's still not as bad as it is here. The entire front page of 
the Guardian last week had my coverage of Singer, Romney’s 
biggest funder. There wasn't one mention of his role is the US. 

SD: Staying with journalism for a minute, do you have a 
journalist hero? George Orwell, maybe? 

GP: Only Christopher Hitchens is pompous enough to compare 
himself widi Orwell. My model is Jack Anderson [a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning modem muckraker who broke scandals involv- 
ing bodi Democrats and Republicans]. 

I also always admired Ron Ridenhour, the soldier who 
revealed die My Lai massacre [in which 500 Vietnamese vil- 
lagers were killed by U.S. troops on March 16, 1968] . Ridenhour 
was die greatest investigative reporter of the last century. He 
died way too young [of a heart attack in 1998 at age 52] . 

The TV show “Columbo" had a big influence on me, too. 
I learned a lot from it about how to do investigations. LL 
Columbo was just totally dogged. 

SD: How about Hunter Thompson? You've got an image 

GP: People make that connection all the time because we have 
Rolling Stone in common. Anodier link is Tmnsmetropolitan [a 


cyberpunk comic book] that did a series diat everyone thought 
was based on Hunter Thompson. It was actually based on Greg 
Palast, a reporter who goes out and punches bad guys in die face. 

But Thompson was a brilliant social analyst, and I'm just a 
gumshoe guy. 

SD: You do look like an old-school reporter with that 
Humphrey Bogart hat of yours. 

GP: I wear the hat because I'm bald and I'll get painfully sun- 
burned otherwise. 

SD: Matt Drudge wears the same kind of hat 

GP: Yeah, some people say I'm a left-wing Matt Drudge, but 
diere's a big difference: Drudge is full of shit, and I'm full of 
information. 

SD: You must be embarrassed that one of the first things 
on Google for "Greg Palast' is a 2009 piece you wrote 
saying what a great job Obama is doing. 

GP: It was right after he took office. And it was nice to see him 
acting for one week like a real president. 

SD: So what happened? 

GP: Obama was reminded of who elected him. He brought 
into power guys like Tim Geithner 
and Larry Summers — Wall Street 
operatives and proteges of Robert 
Rubin, who was Clinton’s Treasury 
secretary [and a Goldman Sachs and 
Citigroup executive]. Remember, 
it wasn't Bush who destroyed the 
economy; it was a guy named Bill 
Clinton. 

They put the arm on Obama. 
They reminded him he’s just a 
tenant 

SD: Do you worry about your 

GP: I very much fear for die safety 
of my sources. Some of them do end 
up in jail and/or beaten up. It's insanely dangerous for some of 
diem to talk to me. One of my great sources was just charged 
with sedition. These guys are insanely courageous. But please 
don’t give the impression that your life will be threatened if 
you become my source. That wouldn't be helpful. 

SD: You're talking about incidents in other countries, 
right? You haven't had sources jailed or beaten up in the 
U.S., have you? 

GP: Look at Bradley Manning, America’s most heroic political 
prisoner [the U.S. Army soldier accused ofsupplyinga cache of 
secret diplomatic cables to WikiLeaks]. Lots of Americans are 
facing the ruin of their careers for whistle-blowing. 

SD: Have you spent any time in Vermont? 

GP: Yeah, skiing at Killington. Also, Ben Cohen is a big sup- 
porter of mine. He fills me up with ice cream. And I get along 
very well with Sen. Sanders. He's been very helpful to me. In 
D.C., you know, Bernie's sort of an honorary member of the 
Congressional Black Caucus. © 


B Greg Palast will talk about Why We Occupy: How Wall Street 
Picks the Bones of America." on December 12 at 7 p.m. in 
Burlington's Main Street Landing Rim House. A screening of Sam 
Mayfield’s new film. Gentle Uprising, precedes Palast's presentation. 
Donations IrVo. S40-2516. 
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local matters 


Lyme Time? A Single Scientist Proves 
Vermont’s Tick Problem Is Growing 


HEALTH 


W hile Vermont sportsmen 
spend November and 
December hunting deer, 
Lyndon State College biol- 
ogy professor Alan Giese is busy hunt- 
ing deer ticks. He tromps through die 
woods armed with a white flannel sheet, 
waving it like a flag over brush so the 
fabric picks up specimens. 

It may not sound scientific, but Giese 
is surveying five locations along die 
Connecticut River for deer ticks, poten- 
tial carriers of Lyme disease, for what he 
hopes will become Vermont’s first sys- 
tematic tick-population study. He wants to 
assign hnrd data to a trend dint scientists 
and public healdi officials have observed 
for years: the spread of deer ticks — and 
Lyme disease — throughout Vermont. 

Giese and a student research assistant 
started dieir work last spring. They had 
planned to be done by now, but, thanks 
to an unusually warm autumn, die 
research project and its blood-sucking 
subjects have stayed active longer dian 
normal this year. 

“We expected them to shut down in 
mid-November, and diey haven't," Giese 
says, noting that fall is peak season for 
adult-stage deer ticks. Giese warns that 
ticks won't go underground until night 
temperatures drop below freezing — and 
stay there. Meterologists are forecasting 
warm weather for much of die next week. 
A decade ago, Lyme was virtually un- 
g heard of in Vermont In 2000, die state 
5 Department of Health recorded just 40 
5 cases, two-thirds of diem likely con- 
§ traeted out of state. Yet by 2009, there 
| were 408 confirmed and probable cases, 
with diree-quarters of them determined 
to have originated in Vermont. 

After several years of climbing Lyme 
§ rates, 2010 saw a slight dip, to 356 cases, 
5 and health officials cautiously hoped 
<=. diat better prevention was causing the 
§ disease rates to plateau. 

Instead, 2011 is shaping up to be the 
worst year yet: As of last week, there 
w were more than 500 confirmed and 
2 probable cases, according to Erica Berl, 
5 an epidemiologist with die Vermont 
Si Department of Healdi. 

“It had seemed like things were lev- 
eling off, so it’s a little concerning that 
u, things are going up again,” says Berl. 
jS “But one year does not a trend make. We 
< don’t know if it will continue.” 

^ Better detection and diagnosis are 
o probably responsible for some of this 
£ year's increase, Berl says, but there's no 


question that deer ticks — and Lyme — 
are spreading north. 

What’s responsible for the uptick? 
Several scientists point to Vermont’s 
healthy deerpopulation, which lias surged 
with the reforestation of agricultural land. 
When a female deer tick feeds on die 
protein-rich blood of a deer, it yields more 
eggs dian from die blood of other animals, 
explains state entomologist Jon Tunnel. 

Turmel suspects die higher incidence 
of Lyme in 2011 is due to last winter's 
heavy snowfall — snow cover has an in- 
sulating effect for ticks — and relatively 
mild temperatures. 

“Last year we got a good snow cover 
before it got really cold,” Turmel says. 
“And we didn't have those two weeks in 
January where it got to 20 below. So I 
think they overwintered well .” 

Another theory attributes the spread 
of Lyme to global warming. Turmel is 
skeptical of that explanation, but Giese 
says it makes logical sense. 

“Our winters are less severe," Giese 
says. “They start later and end earlier, 
giving ticks a longer season to do dieir 
thing, more time to find a host.” 

With his research assistant, Giese 


has been sweeping for ticks at sites in 
Ascutney, Thetford, Newbury, Barnet 
and Lancaster, N.H. His preliminary 
results con firm that deer ticks are slowly 
marching northward. At southern 
survey sites such as Thetford, Giese says 
a single 100-meter transect could pick 
up literally hundreds of deer ticks. In 
far northern Lancaster, that same sweep 
yielded a maximumof two ticks — some- 
times none at all. 

“It seems like ticks have sort of ex- 
ploded," Giese says. “Five to eight years 
ago, you hardly ever saw them, and sud- 
denly — boom - they are everywhere." 

Giese also turned up "tantalizing cir- 
cumstantial evidence” consistent widi a 
study done in Maine that suggests deer 
ticks are more prevalent in areas with 
invasive shrubs such as honeysuckle 
and buckthorn. If nothing else, Giese 
hopes dial might open a new front in 
Vermont's war on invasive species. 

“If we couldn't motivate people to get 
rid of invasives by other means, we’ll scare 
the hell out of them with 


Lyme disease is transmitted by 
bites from deer ticks, officially known 
as, black-legged ticks, infected with the 
bacteria Borrelia burgdorferi. The first US. 
case was documented in Lyme, Conn, in 
1975; the disease has since spread from 
Maine to Virginia, and as far west as 
California. Vermont diagnosed “sporadic” 
cases of Lyme in the 1980s, says Berl, the 
state epidemiologist. But it wasn't until 
2006 diat the state started to witness a 
sudden, dramatic increase (see sidebar). 

Most infections stem from ticks in 
die nymph stage because they are small 
enough - no bigger dian a poppy seed - 
to go unnoticed until diey are engorged 
widi blood, 24 to 48 hours after latching 
onto a host. No solid data exist on the per- 
centage of deer ticks infected with Lyme, 
but the state health department estimates 
it's around 20 percent in Vermont. 

Symptoms of early-stage Lyme dis- 
ease begin days or weeks after infec- 
tion and are similar to die flu: chills, 
fever, headache and muscle pain. If left 


Lyme disease,” he says. 

“Get out the machetes and 
hack the stuff down!" 


A Growing Health Threat 

Since 2000, the incidence of Lyme disease has shot up in 
Vermont particularly in southern counties. Below is the 
number of Lyme cases reported to the state Department 
of Health. For the years 2008 through 2010, the figures 
combine confirmed and probable cases. 


500 
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Vermont Ranks as Healthiest State — Again 


T he United Health Foundation has 
just released the 2011 edition of 
America’s Health Rankings and. once 
again, Vermont comes out on top as the 
healthiest state in the country. 

If you feel like you've heard this 
before, it’s because Vermont has ranked 
No. 1 four out of the past five years, and 
hasn't finished lower than fourth since 
2002. Vermont hasn’t always been on 
top of the heap; it languished between 
positions 10 and 20 in the 1990s before 
shooting up to the top in the aughts. 
Why is Vermont so healthy? The UHF credits Vermont’s high rates of both 
early prenatal care and graduation from high school, coupled with few infectious 
diseases and violent crimes. Vermont’s love of local, healthy food helps (No. 1 in the 
Diet, Fruits & Vegetables ranking), as do the seemingly endless opportunities for 
active outdoor recreation (No. 2 in the Physical Activity ranking). Oh, and there are 
no Chick-fil -A restaurants in Vermont. Just sayi n’. 

We’re not completely in the clear, though. The UHF warns that Vermont ranks 
high in binge drinking and that immunization coverage could be a lot better. 

Overall, New England had a good showing in the health rankings. New 
Hampshire came in second, and the rest of the New England states all landed in 
the top 10 . 

The unhealthiest state in America? Mississippi, with Louisiana not far behind.® 


by Tyler Machado 




untreated, Lyme can lead to long-term 
brain and neurological problems, such 
as memory disorders, nerve damage, 
numbness, and sleep and vision 
problems. Not all infections come 
with Lyme’s signature “bull’s-eye” 


opening weekend of rifle season and 
plucked ticks off deer. From 2002 to 
2004, the state Department of Health 
and Agency of Natural Resources 
asked veterinary clinics to report ticks 
removed from dogs. All year round. 


II SEEMS LIKE TICKS HAVE SORT Of EXPLODED. FIVE TO EIGHT YEARS 
AGO, YOU HARDLY EVER SAW THEM. AND SUDDENLY - BOOM - 

THEY ARE EVERYWHERE. 

ALAN GIESE 


rash, which can make diagnosis more 
challenging. 

Ttirmel, the state entomologist, says 
the state lacks the funds to conduct 
comprehensive tick monitoring along 
the lines of what Giese is doing, but it 
has conducted numerous passive sur- 
veys. For three years, officials from the 
Vermont Department of Forest, Parks 
and Recreation camped out at 30 deer 
check-in stations around the state on 


the general public sends tick samples 
to Turmel and his colleagues for 
identification. 

While commending those efforts, 
Giese says tick surveillance in Vermont 
has historically been “spotty,” making it 
hard to compare data sets. Giese hopes 
his research will produce more con- 
crete science on how ticks and Lyme 
are migrating across the state. © 
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An “Eye on the Sky” Guy 
Chases Storms and Shoots Back 



C hris bouchard has been photo- 
graphing storms for as long as he 
can remember. “I got serious at 
it when I got old enough to drive 
and could go to where the best weather 
was happening." he says. There weren’t 
a lot of thunderstorms where he grew 
up near Portland, Maine, but enough to 
hook him on the dramatic displays. That 
fascination led him to the meteorology 


program at Lyndon State College. And 
now Bouchard, who turns 31 next week, 
is in his sixth year as a staff meteorologist 

at the FAIRBANKS MUSEUM A PLANETARIUM ill 

St. Johnsbury. As such, he's one of the 
“Eye on the Sky” guys heard numerous 
times daily on Vermont public radio. 

Though forecasting and various 
educational programs at the museum 
keep him busy, Bouchard hasn't stopped 


chasing storms and taking pictures. In 
fact, the Fairbanks Museum is currently 
devoting space to his exhibit, titled 
“Fire in the Sky," of 32 photographs of 
lightning. They were taken over the 
past few years and in several states, 
but the majority of the 16-by-20-inch 
images are from the Northeast - within 
chasing distance of Bouchard's home 
in Lyndonville. In a statement for the 


exhibit, he explains that die lightning 
strikes shown here were shot from as far 
away as 15 miles and as close as an eighth 
of a mile. 

Matted on foamcore but not covered 
with glass, the photos offer unfettered 
proxy views of what Bouchard captured 
in person: great, sky-splitting bolts — 
sometimes doubled or tripled - that 
strike the ground or lash out in spider 
veins. Often, they bathe die earth below 
in eerie illumination. From a gallery's 
remove, of course, the terrifying 
prospect of lightning, and thunder's 
crashing sound effects, is absent. Nor 
do you have to get drenched to look at 
diem. 

All that is left is the beauty. 

And these pictures are indeed 
beautiful. In one diunderstorm shot 
near a farm in Orford, N.H., in 2007, 
what looks like a fire in the woods 
dirows warm light against a red barn 
as angry clouds roil overhead. In 
another, at Lake Willoughby in 2008, 
the spooky combination of lightning and 
fog enshrouds the lake in purple mist; a 
small boat and diving dock are spectral 
shapes, dimly oudined in orange. On 
May 26 of this year, Bouchard shot "a 
close bolt dial takes out a tree in Monroe, 
N.H.” That was part of the storm that 
caused “all that flooding last spring" 
he explains; it produced continuous 
ligli tiling for about eight hours. 

Bouchard's pictures from the 


A Hip-Hop Nutcracker and a New 
I Home for Waterbury Dance Studio 



I n laurie Flaherty's version of 
die Christmas ballet classic The 
Nutcracker. Clara Silberhaus has a 
new Italian name; Claire Spinelli. 
Her brother, Fritz, goes by Frankie. And 
their godfather, die magician respon- 
sible for all those fantastical toys, includ- 
ing the Nutcracker himself, is not Herr 
Drosselmeyer but simply Uncle Tbny. 

Welcome to green mountain 
performing arts' Hip Hop Nutcracka, 
playing for one day only this weekend at 
die spruce peak performing arts center in 

The colorful show is the brainchild 
of Flaherty, the executive and artistic 
director of the Waterbury performing 
arts organization formerly called One 
Studio Dance and Yoga. The hip-hop ad- 
aptation is understandable — the school 
offers more hip-hop than ballet classes 
- but why “Nutcracka"? 


“I'm from Boston," says Flaherty 
simply. “Nobody says their Rs in Boston." 

This show takes place in her home- 
town, but the story is the same: A 
little girl gets a magical nutcracker for 
Christmas. When she falls asleep, every- 
thing comes to life, and she finds herself 
in the midst of a war between her nut- 
cracker and his toy soldiers, and a fierce 
rat king and his army. 

“I don't diink I’m the only person 
to take The Nutcracker and make a 
messed-up version," says Flaherty. The 
Brooklyn-based Mark Morris Dance 
Group did a retro-modem adaptation 
set in the 1970s called The Hard Nut, she 

In Flaherty’s version, it's not just 
hip-hop. Seventy-five student dancers, 
four instructors, Spruce Peak executive 
director oavid rowell (who plays the 
“flashy" Uncle Tony) and Flaherty 



■ GOT AN ARTS TIP? ARTNEWS@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


Southwest are stark, the lightning 
creating abstract patterns against an 
endless, inky sky. 

While most of us have witnessed 
lightning ourselves, to see it "holding 
still” is a rare treat - 
permitting leisurely 
study of a phenomenon 
that in reality lasts a 
second or less. Getting 
pictures diis focused, 
and even composed, 
is not easy. Bouchard 
concedes, though, that 
advancing photographic 
technology has changed 
everydiing. “When I first 
started storm chasing 
and trying to take 
pictures of lightning, 
digital cameras hadn't 
been invented yet," he 
says. “I was goingaround 
with an old SLR 35mm 
camera ... 1 wasted a lot 
of film in those days." 

Even with digital, Bouchard says, 
there are basically two ways to capture 
lightning: You set up your camera on a 
tripod, open the shutter and “wait for 
lightning to show itself”; or “you see it 
and try to click it, and every once in a 
while it works.” Now, of course, he can 
simply delete the shots dial didn’t. 

Asked what causes lightning, 
Bouchard launches into a lengthy 


explanation that begins with a 
surprising caveat “We’re not exactly 
sure - it’s still an area of research.” 
The tiieory that Bouchard favors has to 
do with strong updrafts of air within a 
cloud, condensation, 
snowflakes and 

hailstones; the activity 
transfers electrons 
and builds up negative 
and positive charges 
that need release. Or 
something like diat. 
“It’s a yin and yang 
thing, I guess," suggests 
Bouchard. “And that's 
only one little piece 
of die drama going on 
inside a cloud." 

After some 15 years 
of chasing and shooting 
storms, you’d think a 
guy might tire of it. “It's 
almost an adrenaline 
overdose if it goes on 
for hours at a time,” 
Bouchard admits. “I get physically 
exhausted. I never get sick of it, though," 
he adds thoughtfully. “Thunderstorms 
don't happen enough in Vermont to take 
diem for granted." ® 

B 'Fire in the Sky,’ photographs of 

lightning by Chris Bouchard. Fairbanks 
Museum & Planetarium. St, Johnsbury. 

SI 00 each. Through December 31. Info. 
748-2372. fairbanksmuseum.org 


UNFETTERED PROXY VIEWS 


CAPTURED IN PERSON 

GREAT, 

sky-splitTing 

BOLTS THAT 
STRIKE 


DUTIN SPIDERVEINS. 


herself (who plays Claire’s mother) 
weave a wide variety of dance styles 
into the show, including a cha-cha and 
a traditional Chinese dance. 

Then there are the two guest per- 
formers. New York City-based dancer 
and b-girl Ephrat “Bounce" Asherie 
opens the show with a breakin' (other- 
wise known as break dance) number. 
And Ernest “E-Knock” Phillips brings 
his Boston dance crew, Status Quo, who 
made it to the finalsof MTV's “America's 
Best Dance Crew" last year, to play the 
Sugali Plum Prince and his crew. 

The show has special significance for 
the dance school This is the first time 
the dancers will perform since their 
studio was destroyed in Tropical Storm 
Irene - it used to be housed in a his- 
toric building next door to the former 
Alchemist Pub & Brewery. “I became 
very close to closing the door, even 
though we had 400 students, because I 
just didn’t know how we were going to 
rebuild," says Flaherty, who founded the 
studio six years ago. 


But die community wouldn't let 
her close. "Everybody in town just got 
behind me,” she says. “I had one parent 
who just gave me a check for $25,000.” 
The local elementary and middle 
schools have offered her space to hold 

Since the flood, the dance school 
has acquired nonprofit status, part of 
an effort to make dance education even 
more accessible to local families. And 
it's raising money to move into a new 
studio space on Commercial Drive. So 
far, $43,000 of die $70,000 target has 
been raised. 

“I just hope, as a nonprofit, that we 
can all build a bigger dance community 
here in Vermont," says Flaherty. @ 


Hip Hop Hu tcracka. performed by 

special guests Ephrat 'Bounce’ Asherie and 
Ernest "E-Knock" Phillips. Saturday. 
DecemberlO. 1.4and 8 p.m. at Spruce Peak 
Performing Arts Center In Stowe. S18. Info, 
760-4634. sprucepeakarts.org 
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STATEO/THEarte 

AO Glass Lights Up the South 
End, and the Holiday Hop ■ 


BY MEGAN JAMES 



T he last time Seven Days wrote 
about ao glass, more than 
a year ago, die Burlington 
glassblowers had just moved 
into a new Pine Street workshop and 
were about to launch a brand-new 
community-supported business model. 
But they hit a huge roadblock: It took 
TOVE OHLANDER and RICH ARENTZEN more 
than 10 months to get city approval for 
their furnaces, and so they had to put 
everythingon hold. 

Well, die fires are burning again at 
last — just in time for die seasonal shop- 
ping crunch and this weekend’s south 
end holiday hop. Ohlander and Arentzen 
will give a glasshlowing demonstration 
on Saturday, showing off tricks such as 
brewingcoffee on molten glass. 

“The first three weeks [the furnaces 
were up and running], it was so hard 
to fathom that we could get up in the 


morning and go to work,” says Ohlander. 
“We’d been living in limbo.” 

The problem with the furnaces, 
the couple explains, had to do with die 
fact that none of AO's glass equipment 
is factory made. “A lot of it we built 
ourselves,” says Arentzen, so plumbing 
and mechanical inspectors, as well as 
the fire marshal, had to come in and ap- 
prove everything. 

“We were really hit with a situation 
that we had not expected at all from die 
city," says Ohlander. “We were almost 
not able to continue." 

What kept them going? The support 
of family and friends, says Ohlander. But 
also, “the belief that Burlington is the 
right place for us to be, the inspiration 
we get from all the small businesses that 
are successful around us in the South 
End,” she adds. 

Those arty entrepreneurs are hoping 
for an extra boost this weekend. AO 
Glass and 30 odier local venues will 
be participating in die Hop, organized 

association. Time to knock off a few 
people on your holiday shopping list. © 



EXIT STAGE RIGHT 


B ie brand-new phoenix theater group, scheduled to 

ebut with Edward Albee’s At Home at the Zoo this week 
it the off center for the oramaticarts ... isn't. Founder/ 
director/actor mike desanto contacted Seven Days to 
say his troupe just isn't ready. "There was no way we 
could finish our line-memorization work in time to 
present the level of professionalism we intended for 
the play." he wrote in an email. "I overestimated my 
capacity to wear multiple hats and, as the producer, 
grossly underestimated the complexity of the Albee plays." 
DeSanto humbly blames himself, but in fact, getting a new theater company 
off the ground is no small matter, especially when one guy has multiple roles 
both on and off stage. And another of the "hats" he didnt mention is being co- 
owner of phoenix books in Essex. Never mind that DeSanto and his wife/co-owner 
renee reiner plan to open a second store in downtown Buriington in the spring. 
Whew. 

The theater Phoenix mill rise In the future, though ; OeSanto says he plans to 
produce "interesting challenging and homegrown theater projects ... with the 
lesson learned that I cannot both act and produce." 

Theatergoers will be ready, and will appreciate thespians who are ready for 
them.© 
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You Know Earl’s Has Bikes, 

But Did You Know We Have: 


POLAR HEART RATE MONITORS 

Terrific Training Tool for Cycling, Running, or 
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GARMIN GPS/CYCLING COMPUTERS 

More Than Just Speed and Distance! Track 
Where You've Been and Plan Where Your Going! 


GoPro VIDEO CAMERAS 

“The World's Most Versatile Camera 
Great Ride? Prove it! 



2500 Williston Road 802-864-9197 

South Burlington www.earlsbikes.com 
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We just had to ask... 

What’s with the 
anatomically 
incorrect 
bicyclist sign on 
Route 15? 


BY JENNY BLAIR 

W hen you ride a bike from Essex 
Junction to Winooski, you 
have to brave a long stretch of 
Route IS that isn't exactly bike 
friendly, After miles of praying that driver 
after impatient driver will go around rather 
than through you, crossing the railroad 
tracks in Winooski is a relief — now you can 
roll into downtown on a bike lane. And itY 
a nice lane, separated from traffic, marked 
at intervals with a reassuring symbol of a 
cyclist on his bike. 

But wait a minute. What's wrong with 
that guy? 

At East Street, across from the 
Community College ofVermont, Route 15t> 
mysterious bike-lane cyclist symbols begin. 
They look decidedly strange. Anatomically 
impossible, in fact 

tricks? Is he dancing on two wheels, 
thrusting a heedless arm back, lifting 
his knee nearly over the wheel in his 
enthusiasm? Is he a StairMaster emblem 
who has somehow made his way onto a 



bike lane? And why is his helmet tilted over 
his eyes? 

This peculiar image doesn't appear 
in the Federal Highway Administration's 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 
nor did a Google image search turn up 
cyclist symbols like diis one. So I spoke 
with Steve Palmer, Winooski’s dty engineer 
and public-works supervisor, to get to the 
bottom of it 

"East Allen, that would have all been 
done as part of the downtown project," 
Palmer said, estimating that the symbols 
went in over the summer of 2005. The work 
of buying and applying the road markings 
was done by a subcontractor. “Somebody 
obviously laid ’em in wrong," he concluded. 

These road markings. Palmer explained, 
are made of tough tape that is laid into 
the asphalt while still warm. He led me 
to a stack of boxes in the city garage and 
extracted a sort of giant toilet paper roll. 
Around it were wound sheets of blue 
cellophane and pieces of the word “YIELD" 
broken into long, attenuated strips, like 


evening shadows of letters. 

“Somebody, I think, probably flipped 
[one] piece around the wrong way," Palmer 
said. As with “YIELD” and many other road 
markings, the tape for the cyclist symbol 
comes in several parts, and the “dancing" 
leg was applied backward. It was meant 
to go between the arm and the straight 
leg That it occurred so many times in 
succession docs suggest a certain sense of 
humor on the part of the person applying 
that tape to die asphalt. 

Some folks were less amused. Thesymbol 
made Michael Jager, cycling advocate and 
creative director of JDK Design, think of 
police chalk. “It looks like a dead body,” he 
said. “Docs it communicate that you can 
ride a bike here? Yes, I suppose." But he 
added, graphic consistency is important. 

Jager pointed out that in Burlington, 
several different bike symbols appear on 
bike lanes; he thinks the town would be 
better off choosing one and sticking to it 
(Similar inconsistencies can be seen in 
Winooski) “I do diink standardization 


of information-graphic systems builds 
respect,” Jager said. 

But Winooski seems to at least tolerate 
its egret-legged cyclist Palmer admitted he 
hadn't noticed and said no one had pointed 
it out to him in the six years since it was laid 
down. ‘1 think it’s kinda funny that nobody 
caught it” he said. “We had a consultant 
that was overseeing all of the fieldwork for 
us. too. They never caught it” 

That stretch of road. Palmer noted, will 
be repaved within a couple of years, and the 
city plans to lengthen an existing multiuse 
path running along eastbound Route 15. 

So the dancing cyclist wasn't, after all, 
the fevered vision of some designer trapped 
in a cubicle. It was a rollout glitch. 

With modest hopes of tracking down 
the actual culprit Seven Days spoke to Deb 
Ricker, vice president and owner of L&D 
Safety Marking in Montpelier. At six years' 
remove, though, neither she nor Palmer 
could be entirely sure whether L&D was 
the subcontractor on this parti cular job. "I 
guess it was just plain old common error.” 
she surmised. “These types of markings 
come preformed, so it's like a puzzle — you 
just put it together. I’m sure it wasn’t done 
on purpose. 

"It surprises me that it got through an 
inspection," Ricker added. “We don’t want 
to confuse the traveling public." 

When viewed in his bike lane, the 
stick figure is clearly intended to be a 
cyclist, albeit a strange one. But when 
Christine Hill, assistant shop manager of 
Bike Recycle Vermont looked at a photo 
of the road marking, she didn't see that at 
all. “It looks like a man karate- chopping 
two doughnuts," she said, laughing. “I just 
picture him coming from above, like in a 
ninja fashion, like when they fly through 
the air. w 

“What I will say," Hill added, is “that 2 
was absolutely made by someone who docs § 
not ride abicycle."® 
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POLI PSY ON THE PUBLIC USES Al 


3 ABUSES OF EMOTION BY JUDITH LEVINE = 


Is Greed the Enemy? 


I saw a terrific movie the other night, 
Margin Call, about a fictional too- 
big-to-fail investment bank on the 
eve of the financial crisis of 2008. 
The firm has been trading mortgage- 
backed securities — gazillions of them — 
and, as the markets get volatile, a young 


understand egalitarianism or a fair 
economy. They don’t understand direct 
democracy, don't understand unity. 
They don't understand anything but get- 
ting their own way ... Fuck 'em”). 

But boomer basiling gets us nowhere, 
too. I mean, who are these bad-news 


analyst figures out that die firm is at risk boomers? Angela Davis or George W. 


e than its entire capitalizatk) 
The film follows a group of executives as 
they decide how to save their asses - all 
aware diat when die curtain falls, the 
stage will be strewn with bodies. 

Obviously, the film isn't exactly fic- 
tion. And among its most realistic aspects 
is its treatment of greed. Greed feels to 
die characters like everything but. It 
feels like need, entitlement or luck. It is 
even rationalized as some vague social 
good. The youngest character, a 23-year- 
old risk analyst, is obsessed with how 
much money everyone is making (lie 
pulled in a mere quarter million the year 
before). But mosdy, greed is coded deep 
in the software, invisibly making the ma- 

Now that the banksters are Public 
Enemy No. I, I’ve been wondering: Is 
greed a useful political target? 

I don't think so. 

Let’s start with 
corporate greed. 

Corporate greed is a 
tautology. Maximizing 
die take is the raison 


d’etri 


of 




profit corporation. 
Condemning corpora- 
tions for being greedy 
is like getting mad at 
giraffes for being tall. 

Second: Consider 
generational greed — 
the idea that the baby 
boomers' collective 
avarice got us to where 
we are now. This nar- 
rative conies from bodi 
the grassroots and the 
elites (e.g., Laurence 


GREED IS 
ATHOUGHT 
CRIME, 
NOT AN ACT. 


Bush? The CEO of Bank of America • 
or me? To blame everyone is to absolve 
anyone in particular of responsibility. 

That brings us finally to individual 
greed. As moral transgressions go, it’s 
a big one - a Deadly Sin — and politics 
need morality. But again, where do you 
draw the line? Am I greedy i f I must have 
die iPhone 4S, but not if I'm fine with 
die G4? If I “need" a $200,000 salary 
and can’t get by on $60,000, or $20,000? 

Greed is a drought crime, not an 
act. That makes it a slippery political 
adversary. 

The real problem with aiming your 
political arrows at a feeling is that you 
miss the target you could actually hit: 
policy. Or you can deliberately avoid that 
target. Asked a couple of weeks ago what 
he felt about the Occupy movement, 
Gov. Peter Shumlin was enthusiastic. 

“We live in a country 
where the wealthiest 
have never paid lower 
income taxes. Where 
die gap between the 
top 1 percent and die 
rest of Americans has 
never been wider," he 
replied. The move- 
ment, he said, is “a good 
diing for Americans; 
it's a good thing for our 
democracy." 


But 




Kodikoff and Scott Burns, authors of The everywhere else. Its share of the st 


Coming Generational Storm, who coined 
die term “fiscal child abuse"). 

It comes from the Right (Tea Party 
blogger: “the greedy oldies of the baby 
boomer generation who mortgaged c 


future and r 


upon anyone who challenges dieir 
‘entitlements’”) and the Left (Occupy 
Wall Streeter: “[Boomers] don't really 


$190 million in each of two years 
wealthiest Vennonters. 

Yet the governor has refused 



Shumlin's policies and 
you might question 
whether he diinks 
it’s a good tiling for 
Vermont. The 1 per- 
cent is doing quite 
nicely here. 


income has tripled, from 6.6 percent in 
1970 to 19.1 percent in 2005, according 
to the Public Assets Institute (full dis- 
closure: My domestic partner, Paul Cillo, 
the executive director of PAI). Hie 


t electoral death Bush tax cuts also dropped a windfall of 


raise income taxes on the rich to close 
Vermont's budget gap or pay for the 
damageof Tropical Storm Irene. Instead, 
he asks state employees to take conces- 
sions and cuts services to die poor, el- 
derly and disabled — more deeply than 
his predecessor ever did. 

Some suggest that these policies are 
the true expression of Shumlin's class 
allegiance — he’s worth approximately 
$10 million, after all. The inference we 
can take, I believe, is that he stands with 
the greedy — or is greedy himself. 

Then again, the Democratic legisla- 
ture has approved almost all of the gov- 
ernor's fiscal proposals. What's behind 
those decisions? Political cowardice? 
Misguided best intentions? Greed — for 
reelection? 

If die Occupy movement founders, 
it could be on this rock. As examples of 
egalitarian solidarity and consumption- 
free zones, the encampments have stood 
implicitly against greed. And that’s im- 
portant But couple all those placards — 
End Corporate Greed and die like — with 
the movement’s reluctance to make imy 
concrete demands, and die suggestion of 
a group fantasy emerges. Do these young 
occupiers, who grew up in a political era 
when personality and character eclipse 
positions and acts, imagine they might 
shame the greedy into changing? 

By die same token, rich people’s offers 
to pay more - such as Warren Buffett or 
the wealthy Vermonters who petitioned 
the state to raise their taxes — shouldn't 
be read as altruism. Government is not 
charity, die willingness to pay taxes is 
not beneficent any more dian it is stingy 


to limit your tax bill to die minimum 
required by law. The reason we have 
laws and political structures is to save 
us having to search our souls every time 
the right thing needs to be done. That 
is, policy can demote greed simply by 
refusing to reward it. 

And the more egalitarian the social 
structure, the more feelings change. It 
lias happened. “I had dropped more or 
less by chance into the only community 
of any size in Western Europe where 
political consciousness and disbelief 
in capitalism were more normal than 
dieir opposites,” wrote George Orwell 
in Homage to Catalonia, about the anar- 
chist commune that flourished briefly in 
northern Spain in the 1930s, before that 
country’s Civil War. All industry was col- 
lectivized; no one was another’s master. 
A "mental atmosphere” of socialism 
prevailed, Orwell said, in which “many 
of die normal motives of civilized life 
— snobbishness, money-grubbing, fear 
of the boss, etc. — had simply ceased to 

Alas, the commune did not survive 
die war, or Spain's fascist takeover, 
which gave greed and many other evils 
new vitality. 

We may always have the greedy 
among us. But we don’t have to give 
diem what they want. Indict the crime, 
not die motive. Then act against the 
crime - with feeling, but act. © 


Dear Cecil, 

Why is there no (or at least, so 
little) naturally occurring blue 
food? Nature seems to have 
provided us with edible sub- 
stances of every other hue, 
but the only blue food to be 
found inthe supermarket is 
invariably artificially colored. 
Even blueberries aren't really 
blue. How come? 

Matt McElligott 

I f we're going to study the 
ancient texts, Matt, we need 
to have those texts in front 
of us. The question you cite 
was placed before the house 
by the late philosopher George 
Carlin while hosting the inau- 
gural episode of “Saturday Night 
Live” in 1975: 

“Why is there no blue food? I 
can’t find blue food - I can't find 
the flavor of blue 1 . I mean, green 
is lime; yellow is lemon; orange 

blue? There’s no blue! 'Oh,' they 
say, ‘blueberries!’ Uh-uh; blue 
on the vine, purple on the plate. 
There's no blue food! Where is 
the blue food? We want the blue 
food! Probably bestows immor- 
tality! They’re keeping it from 



periodically make blueberry jam. 
It is. I acknowledge, purple, be- 
the inside of the blueberry 


Simple. Because leaves are 
green. Work with me on this. 
Broadly speaking, two classes 


s purple. However, the skin of of chemicals produce bright 


Pretty funny, at least as deliv- 
ered by Carlin. However, die bit 
works only because he cavalierly 
dismisses several nominally blue 
foods, including not just blueber- 
ries but, in other performances, 
blue cheese and blue fish. Cheese 
and fish I'll let slide. The notion 
that blueberries aren’t blue, on 
the other hand, sticks in my craw. 

Iloveblueberries.Inoneofmy foods of other 
few concessions to domesticity, I Why? 


the blueberry is blue, which i 
the fact of importance. Brightly 
colored fruits and vegetables 
generally look that way to attract 
animals, who carry them < 


ilors in edible plants. Yellov 

chemi c a l s known as carotenoids, 
most famously evident in carrots. 
Red, purple and blue 


and scatter the seeds. Who duccd by compounds called an- 


if blueberries are purple 
the plate? When the propagation from grapes 
of the species is on the line, blue- 
berries are blue. 

You say: Fine, but the fact 
remains that we have few blue 
foods, in contrast to numerous 


ig you need to get stralg 


I ho cyan ins. found in everything 
eggplant 

two sets of colors is red. Why red? 
No doubt because it contrasts so 
strikingly with green, the default 
plant color due to the chlorophyll 
needed for photosynthesis. (Why 
chlorophyll is green is a question 
for another day.) In opponent- 
process color perception, thought 
to be at work in many primates 
and presumably in birds, red 


and green are visual antagonists, 
incapable of blending - there's 
no such color as reddish green. 
If you're a plant and you want to 
produce a fruit or flower sure to 
stand out against green foliage, 
red’s your best bet 

Naturally, depending on cir- 
cumstances. you, Joe Plant, may 
want to dial the red up or down. 
In the tropics, you may find 
yellow or orange Suit is the best 
way to increase your bird traffic. 
If you’re pushing berries in more 
temperate climates, you may have 
better luck with darker colors, 
which you can get by amping up 
on the blue in your anthocyanin 
paint box. But generally some red 
remains, and red and blue make 
purple, a common color for fruit. 

Now, under some conditions, 
it may be useful for a plant to 


suppress red to such a degree 
that its edible bits aren’t just 
i purple or bluish but indisputably 
■ blue. Or the local environment 
may simply favor blueness — high 
acidity accentuates the red in 
anthocyanins, while low acidity 
brings out the blue. 

Circumstances evidently 
don't align often, but when they 
do the result can be startling 
Blueberries not blue enough for 
you? Search online for images 
of blue quandong or Decaisnea 
fargesii, both of which bear fruit 
that’s blue to the point of being 
unnerving - the fruit of D. far- 
gesii. in fact, is popularly known 
as dead man’s fingers. For better 
or worse, the dominance of red 
in the edible food palette means 
such sights are rare. 

It might have been otherwise. 
Scientists have speculated that, 
prior to the emergence of chlo- 
rophyll as the primary medium 

organisms used a pigment called 
retinal. Retinal is purple, mean- 
ing Earth would have been not 
a green planet but a purple one. 
Were that the case now, the 
dominant color in edible plants 
arguably would be the visual op- 
posite of purple. Purple is a mix 
of red and blue, and die opponent 
color to blue is yellow, so the op- 
posite of purple would be a mixof 
1 and yellow. In other words. 


the r 




alent food color 


in a purple world might well be 
chartreuse. 

Far-fetched? Hush now - our 
hypothesis lets us offer hope to 
George Carlin disciples. All that’s 
needed is a planet where die foli- 
age is yellow. Assuming the local 
fruit eaters perceive color the 
same way Earth’s do, the domi- 
nant food color would be blue. 
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Vermont Naturopathic Clinic 

41 IDX Drive. Ste. 22 0. So Burlington. VT 05403 


By using treatments that minimize the nsk of harm, naturopathic physicians treat the cause 
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Naturopathic Medicine: Healthcare for the 21 st century 

Naturopathic physicians combine the wisdom of nature with the precision of modern 
science and cutting edge laboratory analysis to provide comprehensive, holistic medical 
prevention and treatment. 
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toward any purchase of $25 or more— including 
sale merchandise! (and lots off stuff is on sale!) 

PRO creative n ibitat 

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR DISCOUNT LIMIT 1 PERCUSTOMER PER DAY, EXPIRES 12/15/11 


W PRESENTS^ 

HounteM 

forty v -^ 

I *ALL Hounds, Beagles. Bassetts. Pointers ■ 
and mixes of all of the above will be I 
discounted $ 1 00 from now t 

are by appointment only. 

Please fill out an application first at | 

♦ www.AIIBroedRescucVT.com 



ON SHELBURNE ROAD NEXT TO PRICE CHOPPER • WWW.CREATIVEHABITATVT.COM ■ 862-0646 
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IMPROVING LIVES IS A GIR 

We make it easy to find gifts for 
everyone on your list with our 
plant-powered limited-edition 
Holiday Gift Packages & Gift Cards. 
Our Gift Sets start at $15 so you an 
enjoy creating custom packages 
from all your favorite products 
& stay within budget. 

Enter our Holiday Raffle* 
one WINNER will get a $50 Gift Card! 

* After every HoltdayGift Package Purchase 
University Mall 247 Main St. -Burl 
863.2273 658.6565 

Essex Junction Middlebury an 


M’ZZ , 


"Check out these awesome 


-/M* §ma\\0°a deals for everyone on your list!" 


v Boug,w 


Get all your holiday shopping done with one trip to 
Small Dog Electronics. Everyone loves a gift from Small Dog! 


e ,5°T°’ 


*10.99 


Saved *4-0! 
Qavi»<D 25! 
Saved 


*9.99 


/ Head?'*'** 

, 4 „ s^*' 0! 
5 - d * 20 ' 

J *79.99 


See all the holiday specials at 
www.smalldog.com/holiday 


Special offer through this Saturday: 
Buy a new MacBook Pro’ or MacBook Air * 
and get a free laptop carrying case! 



Small Dog 
Electronics 

flinays 8tj Vjtm Suit 

■ Apple Specialist 


1673 Main Street 
Waitsfield 
1-802-496-7171 

100 Dorset Street 
South Burlington 
1-802-862-1316 
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Kid Brother: 

Though we wish we could wean him off those god-awful pop-punk records, 
little brother has really taken to music. And he’s built up some impressive 
chops on the guitar. Might be time for him to trade up from that used Fender 
Squier and find a real axe. Creston Guitars are the choice of discerning 
players in Burlington and beyond. Custom made and handcrafted, a Creston 
is as much an exquisite work of art as it is a fine instrument — especially if 
local artist Sarah Ryan paints it. Prices vary, hut expect to shell out around 
$2000. It's worth it 

Creston Guitars. Burlington, 373-4645.crestongultars.com 
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Giving as good as it gets 

BY DAN BOLLES 


'! ■ 


Mother: 

Mom loves to knit. And, frankly, 
we love that she does. Her hats and 
sweaters have kept us warm since 
before we could walk. This year, we're 
giving her a hand with some top-notch 
yarn from nido, a boutique textile 
shop in downtown Burlington. Most 
skeins run under $15, though some 
more high-end yams are double that 
or more. The best part is that yam is a 
gift that keeps on giving. We won't be 
surprised to see a new set of mittens 
under die tree next year. 

rvdo. Burlington. 881-0068. nidovt.com 

Father: 

He taught us how to swing a bat and 
how to throw a breaking ball. And while 
our dreams of playing left field for 
the Red Sox may have ended at Little 
League, Dad is the reason we still love 
baseball. Return the favor with season 
tickets to die Green Mountain boys of 
summer, die Vermont Lake Monsters, 
where the stars of tomorrow play today. 
Actually, maybe we'll get him two. He'D 
have to take someone out to the ball 
game, right? (Hint, hint.) $100/150/200. 
Vermont Lake Monsters. Burlington. 655- 
4200. web.mlnorleaguebaseball.com 

Grandparent(s) : 

According to Grandpa, our family is 
descended from several European 
kings and queens, a notorious 
Wild West stagecoach robber, and 
Charlemagne. Thing is, Gramps can 
be a wily old coot and is never above 
pulling his grandkids’ legs. Call 
his bluff with a membership to the 
Genealogical Society of Vermont. 

That includes a subscription to GSV’s 
journal and quarterly, newsletter, free 
genealogical queries, and access to 
the special "members only” section of 
its website. $25. 

Genealogical Society of Vermont 
Randolph, diantha.howardffuvm.edu, 
genealogyvermom.org 


TT 7elcome to the holiday season — and to the Seven Days holiday 
ZV guide to gifts. Every Wednesday through December 21, we're 
offering ideas for just about everyone on your list For greater variety, 
a different writer weighs in each week: same set of recipients, unique 
presents of mind. (Note: Some of these recipients may be figments of 
our imaginations.) 

And what do we want this year? Just for you to shop local, please and 
thank you. 


Teen Sis: 

OMG, we admit it. We’re stumped. 
Teenage girls have been a mystery to us 
since, well, we were teenagers ourselves. 
And being even a relatively hip adult 
doesn't make decoding them any easier. 
But, like, whatever, right? How about we 
just buy you a cup of joe (or 10) and call 
it a day? (And, yes, LOL, we fully realize 
how lame it is that we just called your 
double soy mocha latte "joe.") Here'S 
a gift card to one of Burlington's finest 
java joints. Speeder & Earl's. 

Speeder& Earl's. Burlington, 849-6041. 

Best Friend: 

When we think of our best friend, we 
think of all the great times neither of us 
remembers. Stealing booze from Dad's 
liquor cabinet in high school, buying 
cheap beer with a fake ID in college and 
that one time at your bachelor party 
we ... um, never mind. But now we’re 
older and (a little) wiser, and more apt 
to appreciate fine spirits than rotgut 
in a plastic handle. So pour a tumbler 
ofVermont’s WhistlePig straight rye 
whiskey, and cheers to old friends. 
$66.99 at all Vermont State Liquor 
outlets. 

v«h‘isUepigwhiskey.com 

Pet: 

Though he's getting on in years, Rex 
is still a pretty active pooch. And if he 
doesn't get in his daily game of fetch, he 
can be kind of a pain. Problem is, during 
the winter months we don't come 
home from work until well after dark, 
and we’re tired of losing tennis balls. 
That’s why we bought the Powzer Flash 
'n Dash light-up ball. It has a battery- 
powered LED that shines as red as 
Rudolph's nose, making it easy for our 
furry friend to find in the dark, ora few 
feet of snow. Good boy. $12.99. © 

Pet Food Warehouse, South Burlington or 
Shelburne. 862-5514. 985-3302. pfwvt.com 



D arlene Love may be the most successful pop artist you 
didn’t know you knew. Hers is that recognizable voice 
on a multitude of records by some of die biggest names in 
music history: Sam Cooke, the Beach Boys, Johnny Rivers, 
Elvis Presley, Aredia Franklin, Dionne Warwick, Bobby Darin, the 
Righteous Brothers, Dusty Springfield and many, many others. It's 
said that the great Luther Vandross would not even consider record- 
ing an album without first checking on Love’s availability. That 1962 
Phil Spector-produced megahit “He’s a Rebel"? You probably thought 
diat was by the Crystals, but no. It was recorded with Darlene Love 
and die Blossoms, hired when die legendary “wallof sound" producer 
was working in Los Angeles and didn’t feel like flying the Crystals out 
from New York City. Not that you could tell by reading the credits; 
Darlene Love’s name was nowhere to be found. 

Love 
Affa i rs 

Darlene Love, the voice behind scores 
of iconic pop singles, talks about her 
career and upcoming Vermont show 

BY JOEL NAJMAN 


After the success of the Gene Pitney-penned “He’s a Rebel,” 
Spector hired Love to sing on a string of other singles. Again, she 
didn't get credited in die liner notes, but word got around to other 
ardsts and producers, and Love's reputation as a go-to session 
singer was secured. During the '60s, she and the Blossoms emerged 
from the studio to sing on the popular weekly rock-and-roll TV 
show “Shindig!” Love also appeared on Elvis Presley’s 1968 tele- 
vised comeback special. 

If Love used to be the most famous pop singer you'd never heard 
of, her patience has been rewarded: Today she's a marquee name with 
a busy performance schedule and a devoted horde of fans spanning 
several generations. From the shadows to the spotlight, her career is 
nothing short of music-biz legend. 

Love did disappear from the public eye for a while in the 1970s, 
talcing time off to raise her family. She reemerged with a vengeance in 
the early 1980s — out in front for a change - beginning with a series 
of highly acclaimed shows at New York City’s Bottom Line. Broadway 
came calling: She played herself in the mid-’80s Tony-nominated 
jukebox musical Leader of the Pack, and followed that up with roles in 
productions from Grease to Hairspray. Love also made her way to the 
silver screen - for example, as Danny Glover's wife in all four Lethal 
Weapon films. 



Love has had a coveted spot 
on die “Late Show With David 
Letterman” every December 
since 1986, singing "Christmas 
(Baby, Please Come Home).” The 
show’s longtime music director, 
Paul Shaffer, a huge Love fan, 
reproduces die “wall of sound” 
- complete with extra musicians 
and a full choir — for Love's live 
performance. The holiday number 
was originally recorded in 1963 for 
Phil Spector's Christmas Album. 
The record failed to sell well at 
the time, released just before the 
period of deep national mourn- 
ing following the assassination of 
President Kennedy. 

In recent years, Love has been 
touring and entertaining fans 
with her "Concert of Love.” The 
show morphs into "Love for the 
Holidays” in December and has 
become a much-anticipated annual 
event at New York City's Lincoln 
Center. Her most recent CD, The 
Concert of Love, was released in 
2010. On March 14 of this year, 
Darlene Love was at long last in- 
ducted into die Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame. Rolling Stone has declared 
her “one of the best singers of all 
time,” while the New York Times 
once wrote that “her diunderbolt 
voice is embedded in die history of 
rock and roll.” The spotlight may 
be overdue, but it suits her well. 

Seven Days spoke to Love by 
phone in advance of her concert 
at Burlington’s Flynn Colter next 
Wednesday, December 14. © 





SEVEN DAYS: It's hard to believe that 
someone so youthful and energetic 
and in such good voice has been a 
professional for 50 years. 

DARLENE LOVE: It’s a surprise for me, 

SD: And this year you were inducted 
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 
This must be a dream come true for 

DL: Yes, you know, a lot of times you 
dream things, and then you let the 
dreams fade because you say, “This 
is talcing too much of my time, so I’m 
just going to chill and let life deal widi 
this.” 

SD: On December 2, you per- 
formed with composer Tim Janis 
at Carnegie Hall in The American 
Christmas Carol. Is it true you 
cowrote two songs for the CD? 

DL: Yes, and it's amazing as that was an- 
other dream of mine, to be able to do my 
Christmas show at Carnegie Hall. You 
never know, when you ask for some- 
thing, how it’s going to turn out. 

SD: On December 23, you'll be 
performing your Phil Spector-era 
classic "Christmas (Baby. Please 
Come Home)' on the Letterman 
show for the 25th consecutive year. 
Paul Shaffer really gets it right with 
a big production. 

DL: For die past 25 years he has got it 
right! 

SD: I know he’s a big fan of yours and 
played a role in reintroducing you to 
the public back in the 1980s. 

DL: Yes, indeed. Wedid a play at 
a club called the Bottom Line, 
and Paul actually played Phil 
Spector in the play. And here we 
are 25 years later, and I’m still 
doing that one song on that tele- 
vision show, which is amazing. 

SD: Letterman himself says it’s 
his favorite part of Christmas. 

DL: I know! One year, with so 
many people on die stage, David 
came over to me and asked, “Who’s 
paying for all this?” And I said, “You 
are!” [Laughs.] 

SD: If anyone asks me about 
Darlene Love, I refer them to 
YouTube. Are you happy that there 
are so many of your great perfor- 
mances there? 


DL: It’s amazing! Other than the 
25 years on Letterman, there’s the 
25th show of the Rock and Roll Hall 


From the 
shadows to 
the spotlight, 

Love’s career 
is nothing 
short of 
music-biz 
legend. 


of Fame at Madison Square Garden 
with Bruce Springsteen, also on 
YouTube. So there’s a lot of the history 
of my life... 


SD: Including your fantastic per- 
formance of "A Fine, Fine Boy" with 
Springsteen. 

DL: I’ve never seen anything like it, 
either, because I told him it’s really 
great being back with the “wall of 
sound” again. 

SD: Can we go back to the early 
days? You were born in East 
Los Angeles, the daughter of a 
Pentecostal preacher. How did you 
manage to listen to the rhythm 
and blues that influenced you while 
rowing up in what I assume was a 
/ery strict household? 

)L: 1 didn't! [Laughs.] Not in my house, 
nyway. I listened to that music at my 
jrlfriend's house. 

D: The earliest Darlene Love 
recording I have is one by the Echoes 
on the Combo label. Yours is one of 
those voices? 

DL: Oh, Lord, yes! Wow! Yes, that was 
the first group I ever sang widi. 

SD: Then you joined the Blossoms. I 
hear your voice on an early recording 
of a song titled "No Other Love." 

DL: Wow! Yes, diat was my first record- 
ingas the lead voice. 

SD: And then you and the Blossoms 
became the First-call female studio 
backup group for recording sessions 
in LA. And some of your first ses- 
sions were with Sam Cooke? 

DL: Well, you know, I knew Sam Cooke 
before he started singing secular 
music. I used to go to church services 
and see Sam Cooke and the Soul 
Stirrers sing. So it was great to he 
able to go into the recording studio 
with him — not that I ever thought I 
would be called. But when we were 
called to do a session with him, it 
was like, “You’re kidding. We’re 
really going to record with Sam?' 
[Laughs.] 

SD: Back in my early days as 
a DJ, I was playing records 
that featured your voice 
prominently, but without 
knowing your name. You were 
in Duane Eddy's Rebelettes, Al 
Casey's K-C-Ettes, Hal Blaine's Young 
Cougars, the Playgirls, the Wildcats, 
even Moose and the Pelicans! 


LOVE AFFAIRS 
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DL: [Lnuglis.] Yes, we were all over the 
place, all different names. 

SD: By 1962, you were doing ses- 
sions with Phil Spector. Sadly, many 
people know him by the terrible 
tragedy that defines him today. But 
you've always been able to separate 
the genius of his music from his 
troubled life. How did you first 
become associated with Phil? 

DL: Yes, today it is unfortunate. I worked 
with Iris partner, although I didn’t know 
it at die time, Lester Sill. He was a record 
producer here in Hollywood when I 
first started out singing, and he hired 
the Blossoms to sing on some sessions 
for him. He pulled me aside and told me 
his partner was coming from New York 
and he wanted to record this song and 
he needed a lead singer. He introduced 
me to Phil, and we went to Gold Star 
[Studio] to rehearse die song, and that 
was die beginning of Darlene Love and 
Phil Spector. 

SD: "He's a Rebel" came out as being 
by the Crystals and became a No. 

1, million-selling hit single. Did it 
bother you that you weren't credited 
by name on the record label? 

DL: No, because we had a lot of songs 
like that: A1 Casey, and the Rebdettes 
and all diat, you know. So, in doing an- 
other song for Phil Spector, the only dif- 
ference was that I was singing the lead. 
But I didn't even think about it. I just 
diarged him triple scale to do the lead. 
And I knew it was going to be a Crystals 
s record. It was after that dial we started 
8 having our problems! [Laughs.] 

£ SD: After that hit. as a D J I received 
§ a letter from Spector saying, "Watch 

> for my next hit. Tip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah' 
by Bobby and the Holidays." But by 
the time the record came out. he 
came up with a different name for 

p the group. 

£ DL: Bob B. Soxx & the Blue Jeans. That 
s= was my next hit record. 

6 

W SD: Asa New Yorker, I remember Bob 
B. Soxx & the Blue Jeans appearing 
back then in New York. Were you 
g touring with the group? 

“ DL: Yes! We first went to New York 

> and we did Murray die K’s show at die 
** Brooklyn Fox, and we toured as Bob B. 

Soxx & die Blue Jeans. But Murray the K 
found out that I did the lead singing on 
“He’s a Rebel," and he had a falling out 
with the Crystals, for whatever reason, 
e So every night, we’d go on as Bob B. Soxx 

5 & the Blue Jeans and sing “Zip-a-Dee- 

g Doo-Dah," and he would introduce me 


as the lead singer of “He’s a Rebel," and 
so we would actually perform that song, 

SD: It was during that trip to New 
York when you met Dionne Warwick, 
who had just started recording for 
Scepter Records. 

DL: Yes, and she was on that same 
Murray the K show. 

SD: And for years, you were part of a 
touring backup group for Dionne that 
included her sister, Dee Dee. and... 


DL: Yes, me. Dee Dee and Cissy Houston. 
Yes, I worked for Dionne for about 10 

SD: The singing sisters of Dionne and 
Dee Dee Warwick make me think of 
another pair of great singing sisters, 
Darlene Love and Edna Wright 
[former lead singer of Honey Cone, 
with the smash T970s-era hits "Want 
Ads” and "Stick-Up"]. 

DL: [Laughs.] Thank you! Now diat 
we’ve gotten older, we’ve been trying 
for years to get together to do some 


stuff, and this is going to be die first 
year that she’s going to be singing with 
me, doing all my East Coast Christmas 

SD: Wonderful! Are you planning an 
album of duets with your sister? 

DL: Hopefully you are speaking a proph- 
esy! [Laughs.] 

SD: When Phil Spector agreed to 
record songs under your own name, 

I found it ironic — I know you had a 
married name and, of course, your 


maiden name, neither of which is 
"Love." Did Phil make up that name, 
too? 

DL: Yes, he actually changed it. He asked 
me if I liked the last name “Love,” and 
I said yes. It was after a gospel singer, 
Dorothy Love Coates, who Phil liked. 
About 10 years after that, I went and had 
it changed legally to Love so he couldn't 
come back and say he owned it 
SD: He would do something like that. 
DL: For sure! 


SD: As Darlene Love, you made some 
great records, including "(Today I 
Met) The Boy I'm Gonna Marry," "Wait 
Til My Bobby Gets Home" and "A 
Fine, Fine Boy.” But what ever hap- 
pened to "Stumble and Fall," a great 
record that was released, but then 
Phil quickly withdrew it? 

DL: He withdrew it! It was a great song! 
As a matter of fact there were two songs 
on that record that were really great 
The odier side was a song called “Ole’s 
a) Quiet Guy.” 

SD: Very bluesy. 

DL: I love both those songs. I was doing 
"Shindig!” at the lime, and he pulled the 

SD: He didn't like the idea that you 
had a full career separate from him. 
Was it that he didn't like not having 
full control of you? 

DL: That’s it! He always had to have con- 
trol, and he had control of the Ronettes 
and the Crystals, but he never did have 
control of me. I think every time I would 
go and make an advancement that he 
didn't have anything to do with, it would 
upset him. 

SD: Some of the musicians you 
worked with back then have told me 
that you were one of the few people 
who wouldn't be intimidated by Phil 
Spector. If he acted a little crazy, 
you'd give it right back to him. 

DL: Oh, yeah, that's right. I think be- 
cause I didn’t have to depend on him for 
my livelihood, I really didn’t care. I just 
wanted to do the right thing, if you know 
what I’m saying. 

SD: I know you recorded the original 
lead vocals on the big hit “Da Doo 
Ron Ron," but then Phil put La La 
Brooks of the Crystals on lead forthe 
released version. But don't I still hear 
your voice on that recording? 

DL: Oh, it's still there. He just put my 
voice down enough to put La La's voice 
over mine. You know, the Crystals aren’t 
anywhere on that record. All the voices 
are the Blossoms. 

SD: Can I ask you about a couple of 
records? "You've Lost That Lovin' 
Feelin'" by the Righteous Brothers. 
That record holds the distinction 
as the most-played-on-the-radio 
record of the 20th century, with 
more than 8 1/2 million airplays. 

And your voice is on that record. 

DL: Oh, yes. We did mostly all die back- 
ground sessions for Phil Spector, until 
he decided to leave California and go 
to Europe to be with the Beatles and 
Rolling Stones and all of that. But odier 



than that we did almost all of the work movement in that ar 
that was done at Gold Star in California, the next year or so \ 
:o malting a movie o: 


SD: The beautiful ballad "Unchained 
Melody" by Bobby Hatfield [of the 
Righteous Brothers] also has your 
voice there in the background 
chorus. Today. Phil Spector takes 
credit for having produced that gor- 
geous recording, but I heard that's 

DL: No! He didn't produce that. Bill 
Medley [of the Righteous Brothers] pro- 
duced that. 


a So hopefully in 
e’ll be on our way 
the Darlene Love 


SD: You sang backup for Elvis 
Presley, including on his marvelous 
1968 TV comeback special. What wa 
it like backing up Elvis? 

DL: It was wonderful. But the thing remember 
about backing up Elvis — we ended up 
being really good friends. When we 
were doing those sessions, he found 
out 1 was a gospel singer, and his fa- 
vorite music was gospel. So he would 
go get his guitar and we’d hang out and 
do gospel singing. He was truly, truly 
amazing. He was very introverted, very 
shy. But when it 


SD: You and the Blossoms sing on 
"In My Room," the beautiful harmony 
number by the Beach Boys, produced 
by the genius Brian Wilson. I heard 
that, to get the right echo, Brian had 
you singing in a swimming pool? 

DL: That's very true! 

SD: Did you make any other records 
with the Beach Boys? 

DL: We also did "Why Do Fools Fall 
in Love," and I've never heard that 
song. I keep telling Brian, please send 
that recording, because I don't 


SD: You toured with Nancy Sinatra, 
and you backed up Frank Sinatra on 
his big hit recording of "That’s Life." 

DL: You know, it was great, because he 
was such a great man. You know, just 
being in his presence. He just oozed 


personality. He w 


SD: You and the 
Blossoms went 
on to portray 
nuns in Elvis' 
film Change of 
Habit. 

DL: Yes, it was 

amazing. He decided he wanted us 
in die movie, and he wanted us in the 
gospel segment of his 1968 comeback 
special. 

SD: What a great resume you have. 
DL: Never say never when it comes to 
Darlene Love! [Laughs.] 

SD: On Broadway in Hairspray, as 
Motormouth Maybelle, your perfor- 
mance of "I Know Where I've Been" 
was the absolute sho wstopper. It got 
you standing ovations each of the 
four times I saw the show. 

DL: Marc Shaiman, who is a dear friend. 


You never know, 

when you ask for 
something, how it's 
going to turn out. 


) friendly. 
Not only did we 
become friends 
with Nancy, but 
we also became 
friends with 
Frank. He would 
always 
to our drt 


DARLENE LOVE 


SD: Have you ever been to Vermont 
before? 

DL: No, this will be the first til 

SD: Well, we’ll have to give you 
Vermont maple syrup and put skis 
on you when you're here. 

DL: I don't know about the skis, but I'd 
like die maple syrup. 

SD: Any words for your fans in 
Vermont? 

DL: Well, just tell them we have a hell of 
a show for them. It will be “Love for die 
Holidays.” It will be very special for me 
i the show with me. 


In Vermont we have... 


Christmas 
Tree Farms 

Get a FREE ORNAMENT 

when you buy any six! 

Handcrafted in Vermont! 


Mlddlebury • Burlington 
Water bury • Quechee • University 
(800) 222-3142 • danforthpewter.ee 


Mirror Mirror 
on the wall. 



I say to myself that I know he wrote that 
song for me, because I lived that song! 

SD: Will there be a motion picture oi 
the life of Darlene Love? 

DL: Well, we’re working on it. It's 
taking more dme than I ever thought it 
would take, putting everydiing together. 
Getting a director, getting a script writ- 
ten, being in the right place at the right 
dme. But yes, there has been a lot of 


r 20 years, so the show 


will be great. 

SD: You sang anonymously on the 
many big hits you made in the 1960s, 
but today I'm so glad you are the star 
you've become. 

DL: Well, you know, good things come 
to those who wait, and I have plenty of 
time!® 
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Figuring It Out 

Forty years in the making, a new word puzzle goes public 


T he word-puzzle focus group 
went down last summer under 
the fluorescent lights of a con- 
ference room at die Colchester 
Hampton Inn. Jim Rader was at die 
helm, soliciting feedback from friends 
and fellow puzzlers on the mind bender 
he invented four decades ago. 

All those years, Rader had kept the 
puzzles primarily to himself. Sure, his 
wife, Meg Pond, 
had tried her hand 
at them. And he’d 
often surprise 
friends with puzzles embedded in birdi- 
day messages. But it wasn’t until this past 
summer, with a series of focus groups, 
diat Rader finally put his puzzles to 
die test. 

The puzzle solvers at die Hampton 
Inn included Bill Gottesman, a self-de- 
scribed math hobbyist; Bill Dorsch, who 
does KENKENs twice a week; and Fred 
Pond, who admitted he’s not much of a 
puzzle guy but once bought a sudoku 
book to get him through a long flight 
to New Zealand. There was much talk 
of font, instructions and hints. There 
were cookies and coffee, and pencils for 
safe guessing. 

Everybody agreed diat the puzzles 
were hard. “The purpose of a puzzle is 
diat people can solve it," said Dorsch. 

So with the help of the focus-group 
puzzlers and computer programmer 
Jan Schultz, Rader made some im- 
provements and beefed up the tips and 
instructions. Now he's finally publish- 
ing his puzzles in a book, Never Play 
Leapfrog with a Unicorn: The Quip-Find 
Puzzle Book of Advice. They’re still 
pretty tough, but if you’re a puzzle lover, 
diey may just become a new obsession. 

Rader, 72, who served as Burlington 
city clerk from 1982 to 1993, followed 
by 11 years as a constituent advocate in 
Bernie Sanders' congressional office, 
was an undergrad at the University of 
Vermont when the idea came to him. He 
had just solved a Soma Cube — a 3-by- 
3-by-3-unit cube made by assembling 
seven different pieces — and was struck 
by the elegant cluster of 27 little cubes. 
Only, one cube was hidden inside, he no- 
ticed, leaving 26 — die number of letters 
in the alphabet — visible. 

He realized that if he arranged die 
cubes just so, he could spell out whole 




IF I HADN'T DONE IT. 
SOMEDAY. EVENTUALLY. 

SOMEBODY ELSE WOULD. 


sentences in one continuous thread of 
letters that were linked either side to 
side or corner to corner. And he could 
do the same in a two-dimensional 
puzzle, with only three sides of the cube 
showing. 

Early on, Rader got two patents for 


the puzzle and accompanying 3-D game, 
but he had trouble drumming up inter- 
est. “I just accepted that it wasn’t going 
to be a great commercial success," he 
says. Still, he never gave up. At his Grand 
Isle home, Rader's file cabinets are filled 
with thousands of puzzles he's sketched 
out over the years. 

Rader acknowledges diat his creation 
- die puzzle is now called Quip-Find; 
the 3-D game, Quipto — isn't going to 
make him rich or famous. He just wants 
to finish something he started a long 
time ago. And, he says, "If I hadn’t done 
it, someday, eventually, somebody else 
would." 


GET PUZZLING 


Rader has some tips for cracking the Quip- 
Rnd code. "First of all.'he says. "You have to 

never does). 

A trio of Seven Days staffers got 
together last week to geek out over 
Rader's puzzles. Deputy online editor 
Tyler Machado was a natural. He hates 
crosswords but enjoys the occasional 
sudoku. After solving a few easy Quip-Finds 

let me; he said. His only gripe: He wanted 
an actual cube to hold for reference. 

Online editor Cathy Resmer Is a former 
tournament Scrabble player and founder 
of the Burlington Area Scrabble Club. She 
loves word games and had a gleam in her 

•Its an appealing combination of numbers, 
logic and wordplay; she said of the puzzle. 

•| wish there was an app for it." 

i was pretty hopeless for a while. I'm 
a sudoku and KENKEN girl: word puzzles 
make me anxious. But after watching 



Rader had all but given up on publish- 
ing die puzzles when he met Schultz, 
a 69-year-old semiretired computer 
programmer looking to take on another 
project. Schultz came to Burlington in 
1969 to create early electronic medical 
records for the UVM medical school 
He was on the Burlington Electric- 
Department commission in the '80s and 
is currently the chief technology officer 
of Front Porch Forum. 

The two men have worked together 
ftir more dian diree years from Schultz’s 
home office, which is adorned with an 
autographed photo of Kale Mulgrew, 
who played Captain Kadiryn Janeway 
on “Star Trek: Voyager" (“My hero," 
Schultz says with a smile), and a hand- 
written poem by Allen Ginsberg called 
"Burlington Snow.” 

Schultz isn't a word-puzzle guy, but 
the challenge of creating a program that 
could produce the Quip-Find puzzles 
appealed to him. “I love analyzing com- 
plex things, "hesays. TlieQuip-Findsare 
indeed complex. With only three sides of 
the cube exposed, 19 small "cubicles" are 
visible, each with its own unique letter. 
The number of potential combinations, 
explains Schultz, is 25 digits long. To 
work with numbers so huge, he had to 
buy a bigger computer. 

Rader used to do it all with pen and 




QUIP-FIND INSTRUCTIONS 


Find the familiar saying hidden in the diagram. It is spelled out in the cryptogram 

below, where each letter is represented by a different num 

ber. It is also spelled out in 

side or corner to corner. 

‘ 

Start by guessing a word that fits in the cryptogram a 

dean be spelled outm the 

gaps and find the saying. See answer on page 87. 
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paper. And he still can. He asks a recent 
visitor to suggest a phrase and imme- 
diately begins sketching out the letters 
in a diamond shape, drawing paths be- 
tween them. Rader says it usually takes 
him about 15 minutes to determine if 
any given phrase can be hidden in a 
Quip -Find puzzle. 

In addition to his own puzzles, Rader 
does a sudoku and a Jumble almost 
every day. He likens die activity to 
physical exercise. “You do it to stretch a 
part of your mind,” he says. 

Rader dedicated an earlier version of 
the puzzle book to his father, with whom 
he used to solve the newspaper’s daily 
cryptogram each morning as a child. “I 
associate my love for word puzzles with 


my father,” he says. At 96, Rader's dad 
still does the Jumble every day. 

He’s sent his father a copy of the new 
book, but hasn’t pressed him on what 
he thinks of it. Puzzle people, especially 
at that age, can be hard to convert "He 
knows what he likes,” says Rader.® 


H Never Play Leapfrog with a Unicorn: 

The Quip- Find Puzzle Book of Advice 
by Jim Rader with Jan Schultz. Available 
from Amazon CreateSpace. SS.95. Rader 
will sell and sign his books inside the 
Church Street entrance to Burlington Town 
Center on Saturday. December 10. 9 a.m. to 
6 p,m„ and Sunday. December 11. 10 a,m. to 
6 p.m. qulpfind.com 
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RATED TOP 1 1 SLICES IN THE COUNTRY 


Make some wishes 

AND PUT THEM ON A 

list at Well Heeled! 

20% off all footwear & draw a discount ot 
the register through December 31st. 

Late night Shopping Saturday 
until 7:30pm - refreshments. 

2850 MOUNTAIN ROAD, STOWE 
Phone: (802) 253-6077 
7 DAYS A WEEK 10AM -6PM 

WWW.WELLHEELEDSTOWE.COM 


ONLINE ORDERING IS HERE! 


PLACE AN ORDER FROM HOME, WORK OR YOUR PHONE! 




PIZZERIA & LOUNGE 



• Custom Hair Facial with Moroccan Oil treatment 

• Ayurvedic Body Treatment with Sarada Ayurvedic Massage Oil 

• Barn Minerals nine piece starter kit and make-up consultation 

• Shirodhara Treatment with Banyan Botanicals herbal remedies 

• Stowef lake Signature Body Treatment with Lunaroma specialty gift 

• Haircut & Style with Bumble and Bumble gift 

• 24 Carrot Facial with Hike Organic Skincare gift 

• Spa at Stoweflake Fitness Class Punch Card with Project Iris yoga wear gift 

• Aromatherapy Mani & Pedi with Sparituals nail gift 

• Stoweflake Custom Facia! with B.Kamins starter set 

• Luxurious Stoweflake Spa Robe with Aromafloria gift 

• Couple's Retreat Treatment with Way Out Wax gift candle 

I Q |-\ A from only $77! Prices do not Include lax or gratuity. 

O 1. r \ Online purchases available for gift certificates only. 

' SfrUA Pflak p Product gifts available lot pick-up or a! lime ol service. 


On the Mountain Road, Stowe 802-760-1083 www.stowetlake.com 
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Something for everyone! 
Men, women, children and infants. 
Over 60 UGG styles and colors 
to choose from! 

Shaw’s General Store 

Open Daily 

54 Main Street Stowe, VT 


"Helping Vermonters 
surive in style since 1895" 
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The Eureka Club 

Vermont inventors showcase their bright ideas — and how they made them reality 



TECHNOLOGY 


T he Green Mountain State has long been fertile 
ground, not just for crops but for ideas. On 
July 31, 1790, the United States Patent Office 
issued its first-ever patent to a Vermonter, 
Samuel Hopkins, who invented a process for making 
potash Since then, Vermont has given birth to scores 
■ of other important, life- 
I changing and just plain fun 
I inventions, including the 
electric motor (Thomas 
Davenport), the cast-iron plow and platform scale 
(Thaddeus Fairbanks), and the snowboard (Jake 
Burton Carpenter). 

However, as any patent holder can tell you — 
and Vermont is home to more per capita than 
any other state - eureka moments are a dime 
a dozen. The really hard work lies in taking a 
concept from inspiration to reality and then, 
for the fortunate few, turning a prototype 
into a marketable product 

Inventing can be a lonely business, but, 
these days, Vermonters no longer have to 
go it alone. InventVermont, a nonprofit co- 
alition committed to promoting the spirit 
of invention, has helped scores of fellow 
inventors conceive, develop, patent and 
promote their creations. This week, nearly 
two dozen of them will display their in- 
ventions at the ECHO Lake Aquarium and 
Science Center for an adult-oriented 
called “That’s Brilliant!” 

John Cohn is an IBM fellow and local 
inventor who holds more than 50 patents 
of his owa Cohn, who also cochairs the 
science innovation committee at ECHO, 
says the December 8 event is meant to 
"celebrate inventiveness and the ii 
novative spirit in Vermont,” bring- 
ing together inventors, artists, 
patent attorneys, financiers and 
marketing professionals. 


The 21-plus gather- 
ing is designed to be 
hands on, creative, 
educational and fun, he 
says, with live demon- 
strations, displays and 
even door prizes. Cohn 
will be there to show off 
a useful tool for inven- 
tors and other creative 
types: a 3-D laser cutter, 
which can take a com- 
puter illustration and, 
within five minutes, 
convert it into a three- 
^ dimensional object 
you can hold in your 
k hand. Also called a “3-D 
printer,” the tool can cut 
just about any material 
but metal, including wood, plastic and 
fabric. The University of Vermont’s 
College of Engineering is entertain- 
ing a proposal to purchase one for 
a "FabLab” that will serve as an in- 
cubator of sorts for local inventors. 
The inventions on display this 
week run the gamut, from the ultra low tech 
(the "Diva Dangler,” a jewelry display and 
storage device); to the mechanical (the drive 
used in a Segway Human Transporter); 
to the super high tech (a system of microchips 
that enables medical researchers to study 
cellular-level reactions in potential cancer 

are some of Vermont's other inven- 
Meet three whose creations will be 
discussed, demonstrated or both at the 
ECHO event. 





Measuring up 

Back in the 1990s, 

Kathy Dever, an in- 
terior designer from 
Stowe, was frustrated 
by her inability to ust 
a tape measure to hang 
artwork and drapery hard- 
ware. As she often worked 
alone, Dever found it awkward to 
measure and mark distances accurately 



with a pencil or chalk while standing 
on a ladder or in a dark room. 

Unable to find a product that could 
ease the task, Dever invented one 
herself: a 16-foot self-marking tape 
measure. The concept is simple. The 
tape measure housing contains an ink 
stamp and pad that can be pressed 


O ECH0 After Dark: That's Brilliant!" 
Thursday. December 8. 6:30 to 8:30 

Center. S12; SIO for ECHO members. 21*. 
Info/reservations: 877-324-6386, 
echovermont.org 


against virtually any 
surface to create an 
easily erasable mark 
that’s accurate every 
time. After hundreds 
of marks, the dispos- 
able inkpad can be 
replaced. 

Dever says she was 
initially discouraged by die 
numerous rejections from companies 
she approached about developing die 
device. She eventually started her own 
company and patented her self-mark- 
ing tape measure, in large part thanks 
to the help she received from fellow 
inventors at InventVermont. 

“I learned everything I needed to 
know and met people who were able to 
support my questions,” she says. 

Today, Dever’s company, I-Mark 
Tools, has other patents on similar 
self-marking devices, including one 
issued in 2007 for electronic measur- 
ing instruments, such as a self-marking 
laser tape measure and a self-marking 
stud finder. 


Dever’s products aren’t in hardware 
stores yet, and she hasn't given up her 
day job. Still, she remains optimistic 
that the concept will take off 

"Are we profitable? No,” she admits 
with a laugh. “We’re just starting the 
process, but it’s encouraging because 
people who see it like it." 

Saving lives with light 

Since 2004. Kenneth Puzey, founder 
and president of QuantaSpec of 
Burlington, has been developing 
infrared technology that 
detect everything from 
roadside explosives 
smuggled uranium 
infections that kill 
200,000 hospital 
patients annually and 
cost the American 
health care system bil- 
lions of dollars. 

In recent years, 

Puzey’s R&D has focused 
one of the world’s most persistent 
and deadly parasitic diseases: malaria. 


His patented invention uses a technol- 
ogy called infrared spectroscopy to dif- 
ferentiate between various strains of 
the malaria parasite. By hitting a thin 
blood smear on a slide with infrared 
light, Puzey’s instrument can measure 
the wavelengths that parasites in the 
blood absorb or reflect, which are 
unique and telltale like fingerprints. 

“It’s a way of sensing chemistry 
without using other chemicals,” Puzey 
says. “We’re using light to probe the 
chemistry of the cell And we can 
detect a single parasite in a 
blood sample. There’s no 
other clinical technol- 
ogy in the world that 
can do that.” 

QuantaSpec’s 
technology is valu- 
able to clinicians 
in the field, Puzey 
continues, because 
allows them to use a 
computer to identify ex- 
actly which strain of malaria a 
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KitchenAid 
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New KitchenAid Immersion 
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patient has contracted and then pre- 
scribe the most effective drug to treat 
it. Puzey’s research is largely funded 
by the Department of Defense and 
may eventually help protect American 
troops against malaria, which inca- 
pacitates more soldiers and Marines 
in Iraq and Afghanistan than do 
combat injuries. 

The invention is vital, Puzey adds, 
because in many parts 
of the developing world, 
more than 50 percent of 
malaria cases derive from 
drug-resistant strains. 

Some will kill patients 
within 24 hours, which 
doesn’t leave doctors 
much time to decide 
which drugs to use. 

Ultimately, Puzey 
hopes to get his patented 
instruments approved by 
the US. Food and Drug 
Administration so they 
can be marketed and 
used by practitioners in 
the held, including those 
who lack the expertise 
and training to make such complex 
diagnoses through a microscope. 

"That’s an ambitious goal,” he 
admits, “but it’s good to have ambi- 
tious goals.” 

Breathing lessons 

Peter Bingham is a pediatric neurolo- 
gist at Vermont Children’s Hospital 
at Fletcher Allen Health Care in 
Burlington, but his latest invention 
was designed to benefit patients with 
respiratory problems, not neuro- 
logical ones. Bingham has developed a 
video game that’s operated by breath 
rather than by a joystick, keyboard, 
mouse or gaming console. 

The idea, he explains, is to help 
patients — mostly children and teens 
- learn how to recognize the onset of 
an asthma attack. 

“Certain breathing exercises are 
good for people with different kinds of 
chronic diseases,” Bingham explains, 
“so this is a way to make that a little 
more fun.” 

The as-yet-unnamed game — it’s 
gone by various monikers, including 
the “Bronchobat” and the “Turblo” — 
is still a work in progress. Thus far, it 
hasn't been “dressed out” with all the 


high-tech graphics of modern video 
games, but its functionality is in place. 

The object of the game, Bingham 
explains, is for a player (i.e., patient) 
to track a sine wave whose peaks and 
valleys change continuously across 
the screen. Using quicker, shallower 
breaths or longer, deeper ones, play- 
ers must keep the cursor on the ever- 
moving line. That’s done by breath- 
ing in and out of a controller called 
a spirometer, which measures the 
volume of breaths. By in- 
creasing their awareness 
of breathing changes, 
patients can learn to 
identify the increasing 
resistance they experi- 
ence as their airway 
starts to constrict. 

“Some people believe 
that if you breathe in 
a certain way, you can 
forestall or prevent an 
asthma attack,” Bingham 
adds. “But no one has 
been able to sort that out 
yet. So the game then be- 
comes a research tool to 
figure that out, too” 

This isn’t Bingham's 
first invention. He’s developed a 
pacifier designed to help premature 
infants better recognize the scent 
of their mother’s breast milk, which 
facilitates breast-feeding. He says 
InventVermont was “a nice home 
base for inventors in the area” that 
was very helpful in connecting him 
with useful resources, such as patent 
attorneys. 

Ultimately, Bingham says the best 
part of the invention process is work- 
ing with young people to develop a 
medical device that actually improves 
their medical outcomes. 

“Kids sometimes feel that the 
things they have to do for their health 
are a drag, like going to the doctor or 
taking their medicine,” he says. But 
when they're helping him with a cre- 
ation such as the video game, “there’s 
a feeling that this is a fun thing that 
they can do for their health ... It’s like 
the spoonfol of sugar that helps the 
medicine go down.” 

The InventVermont organizers 
hope the ECHO event will remind 
grown-ups that technology can be 
fun, too, whether it’s saving lives or 
just saving time. ® 
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Classic Mettle 

Vermont's iconic woodstove makers 
forge on against their overseas competitors 



E ntering the slate-blue industrial 
plant that lies on the southern out- 
skirts of Randolph, along Route 12. 
is like passing through a portal 
back in time. The orange, ferrous haze that 
hangs in its dark, cavernous halls recalls 
the Industrial Revolution, when sooty, 
muscle-bound workers poured smolder- 
ing cauldrons of liquid fire into the raw 
materials that powered a growing natioa 


This is the foundry of Vermont 
Castings, where each day 85 tons of molten 
metal are forged into cast-iron stoves, bar- 
becue grills and cookware. Its fiery core is 
a gritty, beastly hot place, with extremesof 
size and temperature that overwhelm the 

Even the word "foundry" harks back 
to a simpler age. When it was built, in 
1979. this was the first foundry to open in 


North America in decades. But it enabled 
Vermont Castings to innovate, reenvision- 
ing the woodstove as some filing different 
from the dirty, ugly and inefficient potbelly 
furnace. Today, its iconic New England de- 
signs, which were copied throughout the 
industry, incorporate 21st-century tech- 
nologies that make them cleaner burning 
highly efficient and a growing component 
of the green-energy revolution. 


Says Burlington industrial designer 
Paul Henninge, Vermont Castings “set the 
standard, and the rest of the industry has 
been playing catch-up ever since.” 

However, the picture isn’t all warm and 
toasty. Statistics suggest that the domestic 
hearth and stove industry has been slow to 
reignite after the housingand construction 
bubble burst, and the coming years could 
snuff it out entirely. Vermont Castings and 
its Green Mountain rival, Hearthstone 
Stoves of Morrisville, compete against 
stove makers that have moved their op- 
erations overseas. The Randolph company 
has bucked industry trends by investing 
in new equipment and bringing dozens of 
manufacturing jobs back to Vermont from 

But survival is still tricky in a year like 
this one, when winter arrived late, new 

sumers are wary of making costly discre- 
tionary purchases. The question is, will the 
company that virtually invented the classic 
Yankee woodstove survive? 


INDUSTRY 


M 


I through 
the foundry is 
manager Bob 
Wright, who has been at Vermont Castings 
for 30 years, almost as long as the company 
has been in existence. Since then, Vermont 
Castings has changed hands several times, 
but Wright has stayed. As he puts it, “Once 
a foundryman. always a foundryman.” 

We walk past a vast storage room 
where an electromagnet hoists hundreds 
of pounds of scrap iron, mostly automobile 
rotors and drums, from a towering pile. 
One hundred percent of the iron that is 
melted and poured in this foundry is sal- 
vaged, making Vermont Castings one of 
the state's largest recycling plants. About 
100 people work here, and another 140 are 
employed just down the road at Vermont 
Castings’ manufacturing plant in Bethel. 

The scrap iron from countless New 
England brake jobs is soon melted down 
in three electric furnaces, each of which 
holds 27 tons of molten metal. Every 15 
minutes, a furnace tilts on hydraulic cylin- 
ders and pours liquid iron into a huge ladle 
suspended from a crane overhead. Metal 
sparks fly everywhere as the lava-like flow 
hits the ladle at 2700 degrees Fahrenheit. 

The foundry runs only four or five days 
a week, but the plant "holds” molten metal 
around tile dock, all year long. As Wright 
explains, “This facility is not file type that 
you can just turn off. Once you start it, it's 
got to keep going” 

Case in point- Vermont Castings was 
physically undamaged by the flooding from 
TYopical Storm Irene. The following day. 
however, Wright got a call from Central 
Vermont Public Service informing him 
that the last remaining transmission line 
to the plant had just slid into a river, and 
power could be out for days. Fortunately, 
theplanthad backup generators. IfWright 







had been forced to drain the furnaces, the 
foundry would have had to shut down 
entirely and restart - at a cost of a half 
million dollars. 

The "cast" in cast-iron production is 
made of black silica sand. It's a fine, mal- 
leable, day-like substance that coats the 
floors of the entire building; The sand is 
shaped using pattern plates that compress 
it into 400-pound molds. A computer- 
automated machine called an autopour 
injects the liquid metal into the sand 
molds. The "tolerances" of the sand are so 
precise, Wright explains, that it can hold 
an impression as detailed as a fingerprint 

“We’re making furniture here," he says. 
“This stuff will sitinlivingrooms and family 
rooms, and it's got to look good. So the qual- 
ity control of the molding sand is critical." 

In less than a minute, the poured metal 
cools to solid form. It continues cooling as 
it moves along a conveyor belt, then enters 
a huge oscillating tube that resembles a 
water-park chute on bedsprings. Inside, 
the sand mold is shaken loose from the 
iron — the sand is constantly recycled — 


finishing touches before being packaged 
and shipped to distributors nationwide. 

Rick Grant, manufacturing manager 
at the Bethel plant, walks me through the 
facility. He says that virtually every part of 
the finished stove, except for the glass and 

the wood pallets the stoves are shipped on 
are constructed from timber cut within a 
100-miles radius. 

WILL THE COMPANY THAT 
VIRTUALLY INVENTED 

THE CLASSIC 
YANKEE 
W00DST0VE 
SURVIVE? 



until recognizable parts of cast-iron stoves 
emerge from the other end. 

The foundry pours about 3500 molds 
per day of various shapes and sizes. Some 
days, the plant produces cast-iron cook- 
ware for Lodge, a Tennessee-based cook- 
ery company, and puts out about 5000 
pans per day. 

Most products are ready to be boxed 
and shipped within two hours of pour- 
ing. Such rapid turnaround time gives 
Vermont Castings a major advantage 
over its competitors in China, Wright 
explains, where shipping can take as long 
as six weeks. Most of the parts, though, 
go down the road to Vermont Castings’ 
Bethel plant. There, cast-iron and steel 
stoves are assembled, painted or enam- 
eled. tested for airtightness and given the 


Grant proudly shows off a new, high- 
tech laser cutter that Vermont Castings 
purchased a few years ago. It enabled the 
company to bring all ofits sheet-metal fab- 
rication back from China. Today, the laser 
cutter runs around the clock, producing 
not only steel stoves but also parts for 
barbecue grills. In fact many consumers 
are more likely to recognize the Vermont 
Castings name from those top-of-the-line 
grills than from its woodstoves. For about 
five years, the company sold a quarter mil- 
lion of them annually through Lowe’s and 
Home Depot 

At the endof the assembly line is a roll of 
American-flag stickers, which are slapped 
onto every crate before it rolls out the 
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door. Says Grant. “Our people take a lot 
of pride in these stoves. And so do our 


T he woodstoves that Vermont Castings 
virtually invented are such iconic 
fixtures in New England that it’s hard 
to believe they didn't exist before the 
1970s. There's a lot of history alloyed 
in those cast-iron hearths, from 18th- 
century architecture to the birth of the 
Environmental Protection Agency to the 
Y2K scare. 

The woodstove industry was reborn 
in the United States following the 1973 
Arab oil embargo, when fuel prices spiked, 
worldwide oil supplies dwindled, and 
Americans rediscovered wood as a home- 
head ng fuel. 

Before the '70s, most woodstoves 
weren’t the ornate pieces of living-room 


create something that was functional and 
yet looked nice in a family room. 

“In those days, either you couldn’t get 
[a woodstove] at all. or they were just too 
ugly," she says. “Everyone else was making 
stoves diat were appliances. Duncan 

ture, that were sculptures." 

Hence his decision to work with cast 
iron, a metal that lends itself well to mold- 
ing into intricate patterns. For a time. 
Syme sourced his cast iron from European 
foundries, but that soon became pro- 
hibitively expensive. So in 1979, he and his 
business partner, Murray Howell, builtthe 
foundry in Randolph. 

Early on, Syme hired Smith as a design 
consultant. At her new job, she met Wilker. 
who became her business and life partner. 
The two live together in Brookfield and 
now have their own firm, Red House 
Design, where they craft wood- and gas 
stoves for other companies. (Neither they 



decor they are today. They were big, ugly, 
sooty furnaces that were found mostly in 
the homes of farmers and the working 

Because most of those woodstoves 
weren't airtight, they were smoky, danger- 
ous and inefficient They needed frequent 
tending, making it difficult to heat a house 
all night Many stoves of that era were built 
by back-to-the-land hippies who welded 
them together from scrap metal. Some, 
like Vermont Casting! founder Duncan 
Syme. became backyard entrepreneurs. 

Vance Smith and Al Wilker were two of 
Byrne's earliest and most influential stove 
designers. In the early '70s, Smith hadjust 
graduated from Harvard University with a 
master’s degree in architecture and an in- 
terest in alternative fuels. Like many cre- 
ative types of her generation who moved 
to Vermont, she came for the lifestyle and 
never left. 

Syme wasn’t an engineer by training 
Smith recalls today, but a sculptor with a 
fine-arts degree from Yale. He wanted to 


nor Syme are currently involved with 
Vermont Castings.) 

Wilker explains that, as a native New 
Englander, Syme admired the Federal 
architectural style indigenous to 18th- 
and 19di-century Vermont. Notably, he 
incorporated its prominent feature of the 
fanlight, a semicircular or semiellipti- 
cal window above a doorway. Visitors 
to Randolph. Bethel and other Vermont 
towns can see buildings that resemble 
Vermont Castings' original stoves. 

Perhaps most importantly, Smith adds. 
Syme capitalized on a design innovation of 
the late 1970s to incorporate glass into his 
stoves that wouldn’t get dirty, so the flame 
remained risible. Suddenly, a woodstove 
wasn't just an appliance but a hearth that 
conveyed comfort warmth and security. 
Like the traditional hearths of American 
architecture, the woodstove became a 
central feature of the family room, some- 
thing that drew the eye - and demanded 
artistry in its design. 

Syme didn't invent soot-free glass. 
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industry quickly followed suit This helps publications. The Tula model, for e 


explain why so many woodstoves still r 
semble Vermont Castings' designs. 

“Lo and behold, it was pretty and it 
held a fire," Smith says. “And soon every- 
body wanted one." 

In the early days of the company, Smith 
and Wilker wore many hats. Smith didn’t 
design Vermont Castings' first stove, the 
Defiant but she had a hand i 
the second, the Vigilant As ; 
designer for Mother Earth News, one of the 
original DIY mail-order rags, she helped 


iple, is “one of the most efficient st 
in die world.” Rated at 30,000 Btus. it has 
an efficiency of 88 percent. 

“That's as good as the boiler in your 
house,” Kuhfahl says. “But I wish it sold as 
well as its efficiency." 

Kuhfahl admits that if Hearthstone 
"threw out the entire [Tula] line, it 
bottom line very much, 
ere's an excitement about it, but the 
itomer who loves it doesn’t actually buy 
Hearthstone’s best-selling model is still 


network. 

"Selling consumer durables over 
order is not an easy thing to do,” f 
recalls. “But the demand was so greai 
the way they made the company out 
which was warm 
and fuzzy and com- 
fortable, it just took 


Indeed. In 
the early 1980s, 

Vermont Castings 
would host owners’ 
outings in Randolph 
that attracted thou- 
sands of people. 

Then. in 1983, 

Howell, Syme’s 

partner, died of a brain tumor. After a 
series of unprofitable business moves, 
the company was sold to a Canadian firm. 
Vermont Castings changed hands several 


TAKE A LOT OF PRIDE 
IN THESE STOVES 




img yeai 


m Hearth Systems 


M eanwhile, up north, a second classic 
Vermont stove maker emerged from 
the fray. In the late 1980s, the industry 
underwent a dramatic upheaval when the 
EPA adopted new emissions standards 


in the original Vermont Castings designs. 

In the late 1990s, the woodstove indus- 

in the decade, 75 percent of Hearthstone’s 
stoves were gas-fired models. But as Y2K 
approached, and 
with it fears of a 
global technology 
meltdown, the bal- 
ance soon shifted 
back to wood. 

"Everyone 
thought the world 
was going to end 
and they would have 
to have a woodstove. 
So they all bought 
one,” Kuhfahl says 
with a chuckle. "And, of course, we en- 
couraged them.” 

For the next few years, the American 
stove industry enjoyed robust sales. 
From 1998 to 2005, shipments of wood-, 
pellet- and gas- fired stoves grew from Z3 
million to 2.8 million annually, accord- 
ing to figures from the Hearth. Patio and 
Barbecue Association. But by 2007. sales 
had dwindled to 1.9 million; last year, they 
were at 925,000. Only electric-stove sales 


RICK GRANT 
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trend, both 


welders.” as Wilker calls them, couldn' 
comply, and about half went out of busi- 
ness virtually overnight. Others were 

prises to stay alive. 

Among those that did was Hearthstone 
Stoves. Hearthstone popularized soap- 


st of the “backyard Vermont Casting; and Hearthstone ci 


be industry leaders, largely be- 
cause they haven’t compromised on their 
quality. Iconic New England woodstoves 
are still desired the world over. “The 
Japanese just love these solid, American- 
made stoves,” says Kuhfahl. 

Kuhfahl admits to some uncertainty 
highly durable material used for about his company’s prospects. New 
homes. It's attractive EPA emissions standards are due out in 
he next few years, he notes, which will 
equire wood, gas and pellet stoves to be 
.■ven cleaner and more efficient. At the 
;ame time, those new rules will make 
t harder for Vermont’s stove makers to 
:ompeto with cheaper models coming 
the from the Pacific Rim. 

Still, he, Smith and Wilker express 
itious optimism about the future of 
Kuhfahl 


and radiates heat evenly for hours. 

Although Hearthstone declared bank- 
ruptcy in 1988, it was bought and reor- 
ganized the following year by a Spanish 
firm, Hergom. Like Vermont Castings, 
Hearthstone still produces some of the 
finest wood- and gas-fired 
world. 

Today, Hearthstone’s extensive prod- 
uct line includes sleek and contemporary 
designs, including several upright, 


puts it, “Any time there's discomfort 
“portrait,” European styles. Hearthstone world, people make apple pies and m 
president Dave Kuhfahl boasts that his front of their woodstoves." ® 
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of Hard 
Knocks 

Book reviews: Sweet Heaven When I Die; 
Swallowing the Past 



S harlet made a spirited foray 
into the culture wars with 
The Family (2008) and its follow- 
up, C Street (2010), exposes of 
an elite cadre of free-market fun- 
damentalists who wield power in 
Washington and beyond. The essays 


I t's easy to say you empathize with Country In Between, teaches at 
your fellow Americans, even when Dartmouth College. The collection of 
you're a liberal intellectual and essays and journalistic pieces chronicles 
they’re red-state evangelicals, his conversations widi militant teen 
It’s not so easy to stroll onto their turf fundamentalists, Clear Channel execs, 
and ask them to elaborate their points new-age therapists, anarchists, a gun- 
In powerful new (mostly) toting attorney, a radical Christian 
philosopher and more. 

Greg Bottoms 


nonfiction works, 
acclaimed local writers cross 
jagged cultural divides in 
search of common ground. 
They discover that we’re as 
likely to stand divided against 
ourselves as against one another. 


English prof at die University 
of Vermont. In die essays 
and novella assembled in 
Swallowing the Past: Scenes 
From the Postmodern South, he recounts 


Jeff Sharlet, author of Sweet Heaven meetings with drug addicts, l 
When I Die: Faith, Faithlessness, and the schizophrenics, transvestites, street 
preachers, suburbanites who confess 
to hate crimes and phantoms 
from his own troubled past. 

Both audiors are several 
books into their careers: 
Sharlet is best known for his 
award-winning reportage on 
religion in America, Bottoms 
for his autobiographical 
writings about masculinity, 
madness and the Soudi. 
In these two collections, 
however, both cross another 
line — between impersonal 
and personal writing - to 
produce brilliant portraits of 
faith, despair and the fictions 
that keep people going. Because 
both are superb writers, their 
often-elegiac prose rumbles with 
the fierce rhythms of die blues. 







in Sweet Heaven 
are also about 
faith, and a few draw 
on Sharlet’s earlier research. 

But the mood is different. 

In an afterword, Sharlet calls these 
pieces "attempted escapes” from 
his “long immersion” in Christian 
fundamentalism's "authoritarian 

worldview." Some are profiles of people 
for whom Sharlet has unabashed 
admiration: radical Princeton professor 


members of 
the evangelical 
movement 
BattleCry, who 

are being trained 
— with the help of 
music, light shows and other 
teen-friendly tactics — to wage war on 
secular America. 

Wherever he goes, though, Sharlet 
of interview subject the believer 


THESE AUTHORS DISCOVER THAT WE RE 

AS LIKELYTO STAND DIVIDED AGAINST 
OURSELVES AS AGAINST ONE ANOTHER. 


Cornel West; Yiddish novelist and 
Holocaust survivor Chava Rosenfarb. 
Others are essentially short, poetic 
personal memoirs. Still others are 
vivid pieces of reporting on faith-based 
subcultures. 

As a journalist Sharlet understands 
faith in a broad and malleable sense: 
He investigates faith in Jesus, faith in 
law and order, faith in cleansing rituals, 
faith in rock and roll. One common 
denominator, he suggests slyly, is faidi 
in the almighty dollar. “It's no heresy 
to say that most religions come with 
a price tag,” Sharlet writes in “The 
Rapture,” his profile of a pricey new-age 
practitioner. “If you obey these rules, 
rewards will follow. It's all about the 
deal." 

Another, scarier accompaniment of 
some faiths is militarism. For one piece, 
Sharlet interviews a friend of anarchist 
martyr Brad Will who calls herself 
Warcry. For another, he talks with young 


who acknowledges doubts and 
contradictions; who recognizes his 
or her faith as the flip side of looming 
despair. That subject could be Bryan 
Dilworth, who proclaims his allegiance 
to real, rebel rock even as he books acts 
for Clear Channel. It could be Will, who 
didn’t try to explain his revolutionary 
activism to his beloved, conservative 
parents. It could be a young woman 
named Valerie, who embraces 
BattleCry’s puritanism as a refuge from 
her turbulent sexual history. Or it could 
be the author, who describes his own 
“half-life" — a childhood split between 
a divorced Jewish dad and “hillbilly" 
mom — in an essay called “You Must 
Draw a Long Bead to Shoot a Fish." 

Sharlet sometimes gives in to the 
temptation of overdramatizing his 
more cinematic subjects — such as die 
landscape of the American West — and 
his nigh-on-hagiography of Cornel West 
CHURCH OF HARD KNOCKS » P.47 
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is lengthier than it needs to be. Even 
when reporting, he wears his biases on 
his sleeve. But they are no simple biases: 
The less “authoritarian” the faith he 
explores, the harder it is to peg Sharlet 
as a true believer, a nonbeliever or an 
antibeliever. In his final essay, “Bom, 
Again,” he delves into his own tragic 
sense of faith. "Hope isn't optimistic,” 
he writes, "ifs the face of despair.” 

Quoting West, Sharlet goes on to 
describe human dignity as “the ability to 
contradict what is” - a pursuit worthy 
of Ahab, and one in which he clearly 
believes with all his heart. 

L ike Sharlet, Bottoms is haunted by 
his own past and by “half-lifes” that 
cross class and cultural boundaries. The 
title of Swallowing the Past alludes to 
die author's childhood reluctance to 
down his grandmother's chitlins. They 
tasted of her hardscrabble Southern 



IS in FEEL 
LESS ALONE. 


agrarian past, and he, growing up work- 
ing class in a Virginia suburb, wanted 
none of it. Today, the smell of chidins 
reminds Bottoms of “the ways we, in 
America, try to drop our histories - es- 
pecially the parts about class, the parts, 
you could say, that stink.” 

There are whifls of academic 
language in the six personal essays 
that open the book, but little academic 
dogmatism. While he doesn't want 
to “drop his history," Bottoms 
acknowledges that parts of his past 
are still hard for him to swallow. Take 
his adolescent friendship with a boy 
whom he meets again, years later, as 
a petty criminal with a terrified child 
in tow. (“And what would diey let you 
be a professor of?” his onetime friend 
asks the grown-up author derisively.) 
Though he set out in writing the essay 
to “bend meaning toward compassion 
for my old friend," Bottoms admits he 
isn't feeling it: “Nothing here engenders 
sympathy for him. I don't feel sympathy. 


for him or for the kid I wns when I knew 

Compassion may not always be 
forthcoming, but it imbues “Grace Street 
Notebook,” a series of linked vignettes 
that Bottoms describes as notes “for 
a novel about the South.” He's vague 
about their status as fiction or nonfiction 
- clearly there's some of each — but the 
frame is autobiographical: At 22, after 
his father’s death, die author spent a 
year living “nearly broke” among the 
poor of Richmond, Va„ listening to dieir 
stories. Like Sharlet, Bottoms' narrator 
ventures into disparate and hostile 
territories with a notebook, writing 
down what he sees and hears. 

The stories he gathers range from 
absurdist jokes to small tragedies to 
Kafkaesque parables. Their common 
factors: urban poverty, grim humor and 
unpredictability. “Writers really are 
thieves, unforgivable dlieves,” writes 
Bottoms in one vignette, about how 
he tried to twist his observations of a 
homeless woman to his own purposes. 
In another tale, about a fiction writer 
and his junkie neighbor, literature 
promises empathy, shared experience, 
perhaps even salvation. 

But just what is salvation in a world of 
so many faiths and faith wars? Though 
they're far from evangelical Christians, 
Bottoms and Sharlet share a fascination 
with the notion of bang “bom again." 
Both tide an essay after it, and bodi 
seem to find the idea equally compelling 
and impossible, or compelling because 
it's impossible. Is die rebirthing ritual 
a leap of faith? Magical dunking? Or, as 
a street preacher tells Bottoms, “a kind 
of insurance policy"? Is it a coincidence 
that modern American life so often 
requires us to move from class to class, 
identity to identity, giving birth to new 
versions of ourselves? 

By bringing back the stories of 
people they’ve met on their own 
wanderings across battle lines. Bottoms 
and Sharlet bear witness to something 
greater than their personal dilemmas. 
Call it faidi, call it fiction, call it bodi. 
But to read these books — both works 
of passionate, troubled empathy — is to 
feel less alone © 


H Sweet Heaven When I Die; Faith. 

Faithlessness, and the Country In 
Between by Jeff Sharlet W.W. Norton 
264 pages. $24.95. 


Postmodern South by Greg Bottoms, Texas 
Review Press 160 pages. S22.95. 




Buy one membership, get one 


50% OFF 


Share with a friend, or buy a two year 
membership and keep the savings for yourself. 
Offer expires 12/15/11. 


VsIGDLEN 

/MILL 

.HE4LTH 


Beer • Wine • Spirits • Soda 
nd IN-STORE GROWLER FILLING STATION 


| full line of nautilus equipment & free weights | 
pool Tacquetball court 'personal training 
never an initiation fee 


GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 
20 West Canal Street -Winooski -655-2399 

twmhealthclub.com Like us on facebooki ft 
Winter Hours: M-F 5:30am-9pm • Sat 7am-$pm • Sun 9am-5pm 


A Holiday to Remember... 


k 


ame see the original '.Ui 
Guy Cheng ring! 

r 




esigners 


A Gift from your Heart! 


80] JM.423I • Open everyday ikeejb Ike holidays 
low Custom Design t Q oirond Cellar/ 

mn» vermonliemlu.tMi 




food 


§ 


H opheads may be happy to 
hear that the first beer to roll 
out of Matt Cohen’s brand- 
new brewery on Route 7 in 
Shelburne will be an India pale ale, and 
they won't have to wait much longer — it 
should be flowing by Christmas. 

Those first kegs will mark the end 
of a year of intense work and planning 
for Cohen - known as “Matty O” from 
his days as the beloved head brewer at 
Magic Hat Brewing Company. He left 
his job last fall to pursue the dream of 
every beer maker: his own brewery. 

All year long, Fiddlehead Brewing 
Company has been gradually rising 
just across the street from Shelburne 
Vineyard — first its foundation and 
skeleton, then its steel shell, and finally 
a weathered, wooden, red facade. In 
September, gargantuan boilers and 
mash tuns arrived. This month, Cohen 
will finally start brewing. In a few 
weeks, craft-beer pilgrims can trickle in 
to sample two or three beers he’ll have 
on tap in his tasting room and order 
growlers that they can tote next door to 
Folino’s, a pizzeria soon to open in the 
same structure. There, building owner 
John Koemer - Cohen’s landlord - will 
crank out flatbreads from a brick oven, 
the perfect foil for fresh brew. 

The bearded Cohen, 37, plans to 
distribute Fiddlehead's new IPA by the 
holidays, first to Sugarbush, Mad River 
Glen and a few other places around 
the state, including Burlington. The 
medium-alcohol ale (6.2 percent) will 
be "aggressively dry hopped,” he says, 
with strong citrus notes and hop aromas 
but not overwhelming bitterness. As 
for what he'll conjure next, Cohen 
is somewhat oblique — though he’ll 
concentrate on “sessionable” beers that 
one can sip for hours, he says. 

“I’ve dusted off my old home-brewing 
equipment and have been working on 
recipes for brew day," says Cohen. That's 
about all he'll share, other than his 
general plans for some seasonal beers 
and occasional one-offs widi local hops. 
Anyone familiar with Cohen’s days at 
Magic Hat may already have a clue about 
his style; the quirky brewery was and is 
famous for playful and palatable beers, 
often with unusual flavor profiles. 


Rolling Out 
the Barrels 

Magic Hat’s former beer maker opens 
Fiddlehead Brewing Company in Shelburne 

BY CORIN HIRSCH 



Cohen began making beer in his 
dorm room 16 years ago, when he was an 
andiropology student at Ithaca College. 
“At die time, it was hard to get beer, so 
1 started making it, and the first batch 
turned out OK," he says. He used a 
home-brewing kit from a magazine ad to 
concoct a beer that was supposed to be a 
light American lager. 

In 1996, after graduating from college, 
Cohen moved to Vermont with his 
then-girlfriend, now wife, Amy. His first 
brewery job was cleaning out growlers 
and kegs at the Shed Restaurant & 
Brewery in Stowe, where he stayed for 
nearly a year before landing at Magic 
Hat in 1998. There he started by filling 
kegs and worked his way up to head 
brewer about halfway through his 13- 
year tenure. 

At Magic Hat, a culture of creadvity 
flourished under founder Alan Newman. 
“He gave us the ability to brew what we 
wanted, to create unique brews," recalls 
Cohen. At the company, dien in its early 
years, Cohen learned “how to problem 
solve and brew at maximum capacity 
and efficiency with very little capital.” 

When North American Breweries 
purchased Magic Hat last year, Newman 
was pushed out and the culture changed, 
leaving Cohen disillusioned. “In my 
mind, [the brewing] became less and less 
about making beer and more and more 
about making units,” he says. “I got into 
beer because I feel it's a great creative 
oudet. To me, it’s a perfect marriage 
between science and creativity.” 

He left on October 31, 2010, with 
plans for a self-funded craft brewery. At 
first, Cohen planned to open the brewery 
in Burlington, but, about a month after 
he left Magic Hat, he signed a 10-year 
lease on the not-yet-built structure on 
Shelburne Road. 

Owner Koerner had purchased 
die land a few years earlier — it was 
die former home of a commercial 
greenhouse — and had alwaysenvisioned 
a brewery on the spot “I don't know 
why. I just thought it would work here,” 
Koemer says. “1 needed an anchor 
tenant. Matt took a big leap of faith." 

Koemer started construction on a 
new building in April, and Cohen began 
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Team Kale 

VERMONT GOV THROWS HIS 
SUPPORT BEHIND LOCAL 
T-SHIRT ARTIST 
Inside a cozy Montpelier 
stationer this week, gov. peter 
shumlin locked off Team 
Kale, a campaign to help 

fight fast-food behemoth 
Chick-fil-A’s efforts to close 
his T-shirt business. 

Wielding soundbites to 
rival Chick-fil-A's slogan 
“Eat mar chikin,” Shumlin 
warned, “Don’t mess with 
Vermont. Don’t mess with 
kale. Chick-fil-A, get out of 
the way, because we’re going 
to win this one.” 

Muller-Moore, who 

T-shirts II years ago, recently 
received a letter from Chick- 
fil-A demanding that he 
withdraw his application for 
a federal trademark and turn 
over his domain name. It was 
the second lime in six years 
the company had tried to 
shut him down, claiming Eat 
More Kale mimicks its “Eat 
Mor Chikin'’ ad campaign 
and confuses consumers. 

T\vo weeks ago, Muller- 
Moore’s lawyer, dan 
richardson of Montpelier, 
wrote to Chick-fil-A refuting 
the claim and asking that the 
company reconsider its posi- 
tion. In the meantime, the 
story hit die national press, 
Eat More Kale T-shirt orders 
exploded and a petition of 
support gathered more than 
17,000 signatures. 

On Saturday, Muller- 
Moore received a call from 
the governor's office saying 
the state wanted to help. And 
so Team Kale was born. Via 
Muller-Moore’s website, sup- 
porters can purchase Team 
Kale T-shirts and pledge 
financial support 

Though Richardson 
is working on the case 
pro bono, legal fees could 
skyrocket if Chick-fil-A - 
which did $3.5 billion in sales 
last year - chooses to fight 
"We have to anticipate an 


Prescription: 

Alchemy 

PROHIBITION PIG TO OPEN IN WATER BURY 
Scores of devotees expressed dieir 
dismay when owners john and jen kimmich 
announced last month that they would no 
reopen the Alchemist Pub & Brewery in 
Waterbury. But those fans won't have to 
wait long for its replacement prohibition 
pig will open in the same building in 2012 
as soon as repairs are completed, most 
likely in February, says owner chad rich. 

Rich, previously bar manager 

says he's had plans to open 
Prohibition Pig for more 
than a year. The only 
problem was finding 
a space. When the 
Kimmiches decided 
not to revive the 
Alchemist in die build- 
ing they own. Rich real- 
ized the flood-ravaged 
pub would be perfect “I 
absolutely love that space,” 
says Richu “It reminds me of an 
old pharmacy building." 

The architecture fits seamlessly into 
Rich's concept of a pub that evokes the era aies. He says he’ll be 

when booze was still viewed as phar- tap for rookie s root i 

maceutical. As he puts it “You saw yoi 
bartender for your medicine." The “pig’ 


have eliminated from the menu on their 
own. Rich will put his own dishes in those 
spaces, including brisket, smoked chicken 
and pulled pork that boasts a vinegar- 
based sauce he learned from a pig-farmer 
friend in North Carolina. 

In his goal to retain as much of the 
Alchemist as possible. Rich will seek to 
rehire former staffers. "I feel like they 
deserve to work there more than anybody," 
he says. The chef, however, is a new hire: 
The Alchemist’s chef had left the restau- 
rant just before the flood to work at the 

Kimmiches’ alchemist cannery. Rich 
isn't ready to divulge a name 
yet, only to say, “This guy is 
-Qf’ D ' < /(~\ really good with meals - 
I V that’s his thing. I'm very 

excited about this guy; 

I really like him, and 
I’ve always admired 
his food.” 

Rather than install- 
ing a new brewery, Rich 
plans to offer as many as 
24 beers on tap, drawing 
them from the surviving 
alchemist cannery and friends 

such as LAWSON'S FINEST LIQUIDS. HLL 
FARMSTEAD BREWERY and STILLWATER ARTISANAL 

and house-brewed 

kombucha, too. Eventually, Rich hopes to 
get a distilling license, which will enable 



the restaurant’s name refers to the smoked him to make gen ever, bitters and other 


meats, particularly pork, that will be added 
to the Alchemist’s menu. 

Yes, that menu will remain — in part. 
“Unfortunately, it can't be the Alchemist 
again," says Rich, acknowledging the 
sentimental value attached to die name. 
“And we're making minor changes." 

He’s working with the Kimmiches, who 
have helped him identify items they would 


:ktail components for Prohibition Pig. 
Despite his additions, Rich wants to 
reassure those who miss tile Alchemist that 
Prohibition Pig won’t stray too far from 
their memories. ‘The idea is definitely to 
respect the history of what was in there and 
make as few changes as possible," he says. 


aggressive litigation,” said 
Richardson, who was await- 
ing a direct response from 
Chick-fil-A at press time. 

In the meantime, Shumlin 
and a coterie of state officials 
urged Chick-fil-A to back off. 
"Don’t interfere with buy 
local. Don’t interfere with 
our agricultural renaissance,” 
said Shumlin. With a touch 
of levity, he pointed out die 
absurdity of Chick-fil-A’s 
claim. “Kale is a vegetable. 


Chickens are birds. Birds 
create manure. Kale eats 
manure.” 

The governor also 
volunteered his favorite way 
to eat kale: “Chop, Simmer 
briefly in chicken broth. As 
broth evaporates, add olive 
oil, garlic, pepper, salt. Eat it 
hot!” 

Muller-Moore, who is 
working 13- and 14-hour 
days in response to die spike 
in orders, says this is a clear 


case of David versus Goliath: 
“It wasn’t an easy decision 
to fight these guys." He may 
need all the support he can 
get In a statement issued 
later die same day, Chick- 
fil-A says it intends to persist. 

“We support the entre- 
preneurial spirit of small 
business, and, in fact, our 
business model is founded 
on providing opportunity 
for small business owners,” 



The Gift Certificate 
Give-Away 


Buy $50 of gift certificates & get a 
$1 0 gift certificate tor free! 

Drop in to buy or call either location., 
we'll send it to you. 


Holiday Catering... 

YOUR PUCE OR OURS? 

For all occasions, at home, office 
or onsite... we take care of it all! 
Many menu options., way beyond crepes! 

FOR DECEMBER... Catering For A Cause 
We'll donate 10% of holiday catering 
proceeds to NOFA-VT’s Farmer 
Emergency Fund. 

Book your event today at: 


www.skinnypancake.com 
60 Lake St., Burlington 540 0188 
89 Main St., Montpelier 262-2253 
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family feasts ng 
to 

corporate parties. 


Holiday Hangover Deal 

1 Large 1 Topping • 6 Wings 
3 Bros. Cinna Twists 
2 Liter coke product 

$19-99 
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TWO FOR $20 EARLY BIRD 

4-5:30 pM 

$25 HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATES 

Available Now for $201 


Restaurant & I Cocktail Lounge 


Japanese steak house sushi bar and Thai aiisin 

20% OFF DINNER 
10% OFF LUNCH 
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CATERING 

Graduation. Offito Vartiea. 
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vour event let us taler it. 
Well bring Mem tali to you! 
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GIFT CERTIFICATES 

are available & make the 
perfect gift for any occassion! 

Home-made Pies • Festive Cakes 
§ I Frosted Cookies • other Holiday Favorites. 

SL _____ _ 


The 

Village Cun > 

30 Vermont Route IS. Jericho 899-1730 | 

Check out our full bistro menu at: . 

www.thevillayecup.com I 
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I’M A PERSON 
WHO ENJOYS A 
SESSIONABLE BEER; 

YOU CAN HAVE 
A FEW OF THEM 
WITHOUT DESTROYING 
YOUR PALATE. 

MATT COHEN 

him, even though he built an oven in his 
backyard. Frustrated, Koemer would 
throw loaves not up to his standards 
across the room. 

Flatbread is anodter story, at least 
according to Koemer. “You just throw it 
in diere; it puffs up and looks perfect” 


W hile Cohen remains somewhat 
mysterious about Ids upcoming 
beer menu, next door a dust-covered 
Koerner offers more details about 
Folino’s. He’s busy setting up die pizze- 
ria, which he plans to open shortly after 
Fiddlehead begins cranking 

Koemer used to own die Bagel in 
Shelburne, and, though he doesn’t 
pledge any allegiance to the food 
business, it may be in his blood. About six 
years ago, Koemer became “obsessed,” 
he says, with baking perfect bread, a la 
the crusty, slighdy sour loaves of Gerard 
Rubaud. “You’d think bread is ensy,” 
says Koerner. But perfection eluded 


planning and building 
the 15-barrel system 
that is now in place. 
The setup — with one 
mash tun and one 
lauter tun, two boilers, 
two fermenters, and 
a 30-barrel brite tank 
— will enable him to 
produce a batch of 
beer every three and a 
half hours. Eventually, 
Cohen plans to turn 
out 5000 barrels 
of Fiddlehead beer 


For the first year, 
though, he’ll keep it 
under 700 barrels, 
controlling growth 
and perfecting his 
“drinkable and 
accessible" styles. 

“I think a lot of 
attention right now 
is on die extreme end 
of brewing — bigger 
beer," Cohen says. 

“I'm a person who 
enjoys a sessionable 
beer, you can have a 
few of them without 
destroying your palate." He also likes 
brews dial strike an elegant balance 
between malt and hops. 

Cohen is using malt from barley 
grown in New England and malted 
in Canada, and, though he’s starting 
out primarily with hops grown in the 
Yakima Valley of Washington state, he 
hopes eventually to draw on die local 
hop trade. "I've been meeting with local 
hop producers, and, in the future, I’d 
like to rely on them for my hops,” says 
Cohen. He admits diat Vermont hop 
production hasn't yet readied the scale 
necessary for consistency in brewing, 
though: “They have a long way to go.” 
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So he's using the slightly smaller 
portionofhis building for anew flatbread 
bakery. Koerner envisions running it 
with just two people — himself and his 
son - and baking “really simple, basic 

In the middle of a roughly 
2000 -square-foot room is a stone oven 
covered in foil An enormous Pietro 
Berto standing mixer sits at the ready. 
Counters and seating are waiting to be 
built 

Cavernous as the space is, Koerner 
is restricted by Folino's location in a 
commercial/industrial zone to serving 
no more dian 18 sit-down diners at one 
time. Because his seating will be so 



limited, Koerner is kicking around ideas 
for small, quasi-private dining areas 
where people can retreat widi their 
flatbreads and serve themselves salads, 
drinks and desserts from refrigerators. 
Since service would be minimal, 
diners could instead donate dps to die 
nonprofit he runs for Ugandan children, 
52 Kids Foundation. 

Though dial plan is still nebulous, 
Koerner is certain that his eatery will 
be BYOB - or, as Cohen jokes, "BYOF”: 
Bring your own Fiddlehead. Customers 
will be able to tote growlers from die 
Fiddlehead tasting room to the pizzeria. 
For craft-brew lovers, it could be die 
perfect pairing. ® 

B Fiddlehead Brewing Company. 

6305 Shelburne Road. Shelburne, 
fiddlehead brewi ng.com 
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expect creative toppings to 
grace the focaccia soon. 


The FARMHOUSE TAP & GRILL lias 
hired a new bar manager, 
jeff baker. Baker was most 
recently the beer buyer and 
curator at beverage warehouse 
in Winooski and has seven 
years of beverage industry 


and restaurant experience, as 
well as an education back- 
ground in philosophy. 


the statement read. DiTursi says diners can 

“Unfortunately, when expect homemade soups, 

protecting our trademark, 
the law does not allow us 
to differentiate between a 
large company or a small 
enterprise." 

Will the giant company 
get its way, or will it end up 
eating more crow? 


During December, l'amante 
is offering lunch. From 
Tuesdays through Fridays, 


diners can get smaller ver- 
sions of dinner dishes such as 
penne Bolognese; oreechiete 
with caramelized turnips; 
grilled quail with Brussels 
sprouts and pancetta; and 
grilled swordfish with broc- 
coli rabe. 


Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 
“Good food should be for 
everybody,” says roboitursi. 
co-owner of anas empanadas 
with his wife, ana That's 
why the couple opened a 
third outlet for their healthy, 
local fast food at Rutland's 
Diamond Run Mail. The 
new location, open seven 
days a week from U a jh. to 
8 pm., joins the bake shop 
in downtown Rutland and a 
counter on the mountain in 
Killington. 

The Diamond Run 
Mall store will serve die 
eponymous empanadas, 
miniature Argentine meat 
pies that come in varieties 
such as pulled pork and 
butternut squash. But the 
menu has plenty more. 


fresh salads, paninis made 
with local meat and a daily 
“funky Argentine focaccia 
pizza." Slices of bread 

from STONE ARCH BAKERY in 

Lebanon, N.H., are covered 
in cheese and sauce, then 
baked to order. For now, 
only plain pizzas are avail- 
able, but DiTursi says to 



§ 



salt cod chowder 
warm baby spinach salad 
fried oyster sandwich 
berkshire ham sandwich 
double burger with frites 
Canadian mussels with 
grilled bread 


Monday - Friday 
2 : 30 - 5:30 

$10 double burgers 
Creative cocktails 
Local brews 
Fine wines 


NEW LOCATION! 

86 St Paul St • burlington 
802 - 540-1786 
bluebirdvermont.com 
^bluebirdtavern 


BLUEBIRD 

AFTER WORK 

Relax. Unwind. Revive. 



Keeping It 
Kosher 

Vermont Kosher makes approved food at UVM and beyond 


W hen Rachel Jacobs first 
started cooking kosher at 
the University of Vermont, 
she encountered an un- 
common problem. The university's 
Sodexo employees approached her with 
too much reverence. “They would talk 
to me from just outside the door.” says 
Jacobs. “When I asked why, they said, 
‘We’re not blessed.’ I had to tell diem, 
‘Everyone isblessed.’ It’s not about being 
Jewish, just about keeping the rules." 

"Keeping die rules” isn’t always 
easy at UVM — or, more generally, 
in Burlington. Between 1880 and the 
1920s, hundreds of new, mosdy Russian 
Jews settled in the city — enough so 
that the area surrounding Ohavi Zedek 
Synngogue on North Prospect Street 
was known as “Little Jerusalem.” Today, 


just less dian 6 percent of people in 
Burlington identifies as Jewish, but 
many of them have long been secular- 
ized and don’t make a habit of keeping 

At UVM, diat’s changing. The strong 
Chabad community run by Rabbi Zalman 
Wilhelm, Chabad @ UVM, has made 
Burlington a destination for a growing 
number of religious college students. 
“We’ve had more and more Jewish stu- 
dents coming to UVM in recent years. 
We're constantly getting questions from 
potential students if they'll lie able to 
keep kosher,” says Wilhelm, who opens 
his home to students for Sabbath din- 
ners each Friday night. 

Now diey can, and not just on the 
Sabbadi. In August, Jacobs moved her 
catering business, Vermont Kosher, to 


its very own kitchen headquartered at 
Redstone Unlimited Dining, Redstone 
Campus' sprawling cafeteria. Under 
the hashgacha (supervision) of Chabad 
@ UVM, Jacobs provides hot dinners 
at Redstone Sunday through Thursday, 
and sends grab-and-go meals to six 
other dining outlets so the school's 150 
kosher students can get convenient 
and delicious, Israeli-influenced food 

throughout the week. 

Jacobs, with her round, deep-brown 
eyes and thick, dark hair, is of Spanish 
and Moroccan descent. She left her 
native Israel for South Royalton in 1992, 
at age 2 3, when she married a Vermonter. 
Though her grandmother was a noted 
Moroccan cook, Jacobs says she herself 
never took to the stove until necessity 
forced her to make all of her food at 






food 


home. “Technically, I couldn't ea 
where," she says of her early days 
United States. She spent them learning 
English by watching television — nota- 
bly “Seinfeld” and the O.J. Simpson trial 
— and practicing her cooking skills. 

Once she became adept at re-creat- 
ing her family recipes by copying the 


my- areas, pans and other tools to keep meat 
the and dairy apart 

Thanks to renovations last spring, 
Vermont Kosher's kitchen at Redstone 
was all new and kosher. Only the oven 
in which Jacobs bakes her bread was 
used, and therefore potentially treifah, 
nonkosher. Following the rabbi’s 


smells and textures site remembered, instructions, Jacobs' husband cleaned 


Jacobs began inviting larger and larger 
crowds to her Sabbath dinners. By then, 
the meals were in Burlington, where 
the Jacobses moved their family of five 


pared a Tu B'Sheval (Jewish Arbor Day) 
dinner for 30. 

Jacobs, already known in the make 
Burlington Jewish community for the kitchen 


three times, then torched die 
interior in order to eliminate anything 
that could potentially transfer smell or 
taste. The cook herself immersed, or 
1999. Vermont Kosher began to jell toiveled, trays and utensils in a ritual 
cook’s mind when she pre- mikvah, a bath of pure rainwater. Due 
to laws called bishul Yisroel, a Shabbat- 
observant Jew must light ovens. To 
l-Jews working in 
to cook, Vermont 

teaching Hebrew, began getting requests Kosher’s pilot light is always on. 
from locals and out-of-staters seeking On a recent Thursday afternoon, 
brisket, schnitzel andgrain-based salads Jacobs can barely keep count of all the 
for weddings and bar dishes she is making 


mitzvahs. Her first 
massive undertak- 
ing was “the rabbi’s 
daughter’s wedding 
for 400 people at the 
Hilton. I thought, 
1 cater parties for a 
hundred. Four hun- 
dred is only four times 
more" Jacobs recalls. 
Now she employs 
a team of six, with 
three people working 
in die small kitchen 


NOTITS 

Ml. 


The university is 
Vermont Kosher’s 
largest client, but not 

its only one. Last week, Jacobs and her brisket,” she 
crew were prepping their usual week's 
meals for UVM; they were also in their 
third week of providing packaged meals 
o members of a Canadian hockey team 


one end of the kitchen 
to the other to check 
on one employee’s 
progress filling chal- 
lah rolls with por- 
tobello mushrooms 
and fresh veggies, 
and another’s work 
cutting vegetables 
for a lemon-cured, 
chopped salad. As she 
checks her own loaves 
of braided challah, 
Jacobs pushes aside 
several cans of Labatt 
Blue, embarrassed. 
“The beer is for die 
. i. “We don't drink on 

The smell of the tender meat 
sweet onions, which cook for r 
than four hours, fills the room. In Israel, 


playing in Lake Placid. Orthodox Jews Jacobs says, she ate braised turkey more 


e sometimes limited 
dietary concerns, Jacc 
business serves as an ambassador to 
those communities. “Vermont Kosher is 
to say to odier people, ’Choose Vermont 
as your destination,”’ she says. “‘Choose 


dieir travel by often than beef. She learned to make 
her brisket to satisfy her Ashkenazi hus- 
band, whose family is originally from 

The flavors of the beef are all hers, 
though. The beer, plenty of garlic, hot 


t for school. Choose it for business, peppers and a shot of maple syrup give 


Choose it for vacation.'” 

Once catering clients have chosen 
Vermont Kosher, they must choose 
whedier they want their meals to in- 
clude dairy or meat. The Torah states, 
“Do not cook a kid in its mother’s milk." 
Therefore, the two can't be mixed i 


kosher kitchen - 


diat lingers 
the lips even when it's served inside 
a half-whole-wheat challah rolL The 
beef comes from a small kosher butcher 
in Brooklyn, as do dte rest of Vermont 
Kosher’s meats. Jacobs orders food 
two months ahead and freezes what 


n the plate. No she doesn't use immediately. In season. 


dairy has ever entered the UVM fadl- nearly all of her produce comes from 


Jacobs prepares the meal in her home 
kitchen, where she has separate storage 
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Now serving 

* espresso drinks 
* breakfast sandwiches 
* soups 




PURCHASE ANY PAIR 

OF HUGGRZ AND 

GET $20 OFF 

ANY PAIR OF UGGS 
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Dance & Fitness Apparel 


..Don't forget the 
dancers in your life 
this holiday season! 


Come in to get the latest styles of dance shoes and apparel 
for all types of dance, yoga and gymnastics, in all sizes 
from toddlers to adults! 

Gift certificates available too! 

Lines For The Body 

2035 Essex Rd. (RT 2A North), willlston, VT 05495 . 802.878.8988 
www.linesforthebody.com 


OPEINf HOUSE 

wRpcnigrEi^VT 

RgTlflTIEj STAHJISK 

Tnuigmyar yoo ** 10 ™ 

on the Park in Rochester with the 
lighting of the town tree, caroling around 
the park with Dorothy Robson, bell ringing and 
other holiday fun. Holiday open houses at BigTown Gallery, Judy Jensen 
Studio and Gallery, Bosenberry Smart Clothes, Green Mountain Bikes, 
Huntington House Inn, Liberty Hill Farm, The Porch Pub, The Hardware, 

Sandy’s Books and Bakery, Pumpkin Patch B&B, Wenda Fine Art Jewelry 
& Wildwood Flower Antiques. Restaurants open late for revelers. 

Alt DA? SATU^DA? Open House with refreshments and specials 
at all participating locations. 

fig, SOU CAN GET ItEUE t'KOn HERE! All roads to Rochester now open. 
For more information call 802-767-9670 or 802-767-3271 
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veggies, such as Jerusalem artichokes, 
from City Market, which also keeps 
kosher wine chilled specially for her to 
relax widi after long, stressful days. 

Jacobs' exotic tastes have begun to 
attract a nonstudent following, she says. 
(Those not affiliated with UVM can pur- 
chase the hot meals at Redstone for $15; 
the sandwiches go for around $8.50 to 
all comers.) She's become friendly with 
an Indian man who enjoys her subde, 
aromatically spiced shawarma wraps, 
filled with fresh, tangy vegetables. They 


One doing diners won't find on doe 
pizza is cheese, even a kosher vegan sub- 
stitute. “We have so much other food," 
says Jacobs. Tm not into tilings made to 
be like other things, like vegan cheese. 
Shrimp is shrimp, and fake shrimp is 
fake shrimp," she adds, referring to doe 
prohibition against shellfish. “If you 
want sushi, have tuna or salmon.” 

Indeed, Jacobs uses mostly whole, 
fresh foods and says she tries to adapt 
die ingredients of all her recipes to 
what’s available in Vermont. She hopes 



come with a side of carrot, beet and 
apple salad sweet enough to please any 
palate. “A guy from New York loves the 
brisket," says Jacobs. “We have regulars 
who want diis international food." In 
fact, she estimates that 80 percent of her 
customers buy the food for its taste, not 
its kashruth. 

Her dishes include native Israeli 
specialties, such as turkey schnitzel 
and soft, citrus-flavored eggplant called 
chatzilim, but also Moroccan ones influ- 
enced by Jacobs’ grandmodier’s pastry 
skills. There are potato-filled pies called 
boreka and Moroccan pizzas covered 
with beef. In Morocco, die ground meat 
would probably be lamb, but prices 
preclude diat stateside. Same with the 
use of fresh tamarind, which Jacobs 
replaces with maple syrup — one of ha- 
favorite ingredients and one she regu- 
larly includes as a nod to her adopted 
homeland. The pizza is perfumed with 
ras el hanout, a Moroccan blend of close 
to a dozen spices, including cinnamon, 
cloves, turmeric and cumin. Raisins and 
onions add sweetness, pine nuts con- 
tribute a crunchy nuttiness, and cilantro 
makes the whole thing refreshing. 


one day to write a cookbook called 
From ihe Adas Mountains to the Green 
Mountains to explain die stories behind 
her unique Middle Eastem/Vermont 

The mother of diree teenagers has 
also become a role model for the young 
Jews who work for her. Ask Molly 
Bortin, a UVM senior from a “conserva- 
tive Jewish household" who rents an 
apartment above Jacobs’ home. “Ever 
since I’ve lived diere, Rachel has had a 
huge impact on how I eat,” Bortin says. 
“It's influenced me a lot I’m a dietetics 
major, so she has had a huge impact” 

Of course, having a place to eat 
kosher Israeli and Moroccan food is a 
boon for foodies and observant Jews 
alike. But it’s the students who are clos- 
est to Jacobs' heart. “We want to be a 
destination, where students have die 
option to go wherever diey want and 
keep kosher," she says. And if commu- 
nity members come to share a taste of 
her homeland, so much the better. © 

H Vermont Kosher. 658-0119. 
vermontkosher.com 
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^the Blo^gett o a «n E 
lorting Cookies for Good e , 
ps fund COTS (the 
nporary Shelter). For 
snap cookies purchased, 

; to support programs 


more than $4 goes 
to end homelessnes 
Chittenden County. 


COOKIES 
for GOOD! 


Perfect for holiday gatherings and 
office parties! Only $12/doz. 


cookies. 

for good 


CookiesForGood.org 
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Barkeaters 


THE HOLIDAYS CAN BE EXHAUSTING! 

Take a well-deserved break and enjoy a relaxing and delicious 
lunch, dinner or afternoon fare with us. We'll do our best to 
recharge your batteries! 




Dear Customers, 

jj .rteMsltdt.flL 


it 


Share the joy of the holidays! 







In the Balance 

The gravity-defying antics of the Golden Dragon Acrobats practically scream, 
"Don't try this at home!" As long as audiences heed that warning, they're no 
worse off for witnessing these feats of dazzling — and, dare we say, dangerous? 
— acrobatics and dance. Channeling Chinese traditions 25 centuries old, these 
lionhearted performers exhibit a "total lack of fear as they form human totems 
and balance on perilous-looking stacks of ladders that lean like the Tower of 
Pisa,” writes the New York Times. Led by creator/director Danny Chang and 
choreographer/costume designer Angela Chang — both with a Drama Desk 
nomination to their name — the troupe swings through Rutland on Friday. A 
stop at the Flynn follows in March. 

GOLDEN DRAGON ACROBATS 

Friday, December 9. 8 p,m„ at Paramount Theater In Rutland. $23.85-29.15. Info. 775- 
0903. paramountvt.org 





Angels and Demons 

Presumably based on the life of Johann Georg Faust, a Middle Ages 
alchemist suspected of being in cahoots with the devil the German 
legend of Faust has been prominent in literature for centuries, and 
in folklore before that. But the Metropolitan Opera’s latest show — a 
reworking of Charles- Francois Gounod’s opera - fast-forwards the tale 
of a disillusioned scientist to a more recent era: the early 20th century. In 
director Dcs McAnuff's version, it’s the detonation of the atomic bomb 
that spurs the title character to sell his soul to Mephistopheles - and. 
spuming riches and power, all he wants in return is to regain youthful 
innocence. But is the devil real, or something dark and unrecognized 
within Faust? Decide for yourself at a lire broadcast screening. 



Flow and Tell 

In one piece, dancer Paul Besaw puts on wet clothes, sending droplets flying all 
over the floor. In another, four dancers clean up tiny pools ofwater amidprojected 
still images of the recent Vermont flooding. In all, 13 local choreographers come 
together in 10 difference dance pieces that, while not all a reaction to Tropical 
Storm Irene, draw attention to the ongoing need for relief efforts and funds. 
Organized by dancer Heather Bryce Labor, this large-scale benefit showcases 
modern dance and hip-hop from Big APE and Tiffany Rhynard, Clare Byrne, 
Double Vision, Hanna Satterlce, Joy Madden, Kiera Sauter and Candace Fugazy, 
Lucille Dyer, Rosemary Leach, and Willow Wonder and Amy LePage. 


RISING ABOVE WATER: A VERMONT IRENE BENEFIT PERFORMANCE' 

Saturday. December 10, 8 p.m. at Haybarn Theater. Goddard College in Plainfield. $20 
suggested donation. All proceeds benefit the Vermont Oisaster Relief Fund. Info. 322- 
5040. risingabovewater@gmail.com. risingabovewater.weebly.com 


THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: FAUST 

Saturday, December 10. 12:55 p.m. at Catamount Arts Center i 
Johnsbury. $16-23. Info. 748-2600. 

Saturday, December 10.1 p.m.. at Loew Auditorium, Hopkins Center. 
Dartmouth College in Hanover. N.H. $10-29.50. Info. 603-646-2422. 
hopJartmouth.edu 



Merry and Bright 


What's a winter without snow? One that's bad for business and holiday cheer alike, at least in I954's 
Technicolor musical White Christmas, which brims with Irving Berlin songs made famous by Bing Crosby 
and Danny Kaye. Now a favorite on the stage, the play tracks two Army-buddies-turned-showbiz-: 
they attempt to woo a pair of singing and dancing sisters. Their romantic pursuits bring them to a Vermont 
lodge - coincidentally run by their former general - diat, sans snowflakes to bring in overnight guests, is on 
the brink of bankruptcy. The Lamoille County Players usher in the seasonal spirit — and maybe even a few 
flakes — with sizzling songs such as “I've Got My Lore to Keep Me Warm.” 


calendar 


THU. 08 


HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP Tlme-crun 
shoppers take advantage of quick and pr 
packaging while supporting the Burllngt 


2-9879. 


a-9 p.m. 


HOLIDAY BOOK SALE: Secondhand tomes mal 
for gifts that are twlceas nice. Rutland Free 
Library, 4-8 p.m. Free. Info. 773-1860. 

WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET 

Fine arts, crafts and locally made products fill , 

Street by the top right side of the Winooski cir 
Free. Info. 264-4839. infoffikaslnlhouse.com. 


FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: Youngsters entertain 
Uiemselveswlth creative activities and snack 
time. Bent Northrop Memorial Library. Fairfield. 
10-11:30 a.m. Free.lnfo. S27-5426. 

HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: Good listeners soak up 
classic fahy tales. Highga^PublkM.lbrary.ll:lS 

LET'S LEARN JAPANESE!: Little linguistsget 
a fun Intro to the language and culture of the 
Land of the Rising Sun with Mlddlebury College 
student Jerry Romero. Ils ley Public Library. 


selections. Big Picture Theater & Cafe. Waltsfiel d, 
7p.m, $5 suggested donation. Info. 496-8994. 

VERMONT YOUTH ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION 
MID-SEASON AUDITIONS: Instrumentalists try 


5030, ext 101, aud itlonsffivyo.org. 


the reopening of the Athenaeum's art gallery. 
St. Johnsbury Athenaeum. 7 p.m. Free Info, 748 

DAVID SANGER The New York Times' chief 
Washington correspondent offers an Insider's 
perspectlveims There an Obama Doctrine?' 


MIDDLEBURY BA 


early-llte 


Public Library. Middlebury. 10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. 
Info. 388-4097. 

MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE Two- V 
beat tunes. Fletcher Free Library. Burlington. 
PAJAMA STORY TIME: Kids up to age 6 wear 
Library. Richford. 6-7 p.mNree. Info. S27-5426. 
STORY TIME WITH MRS. CLAUS: Cookies and 
milk enhance Christmas tales read by Santa's 
jolly wife. Kids and parents encouraged to come 


irlington. 


10-7 p.m. 


music 

CHERISH THE LAOIES: Traditional Irish 
harmo nles are set to step dancing In "A Celtic 
Christmas.' Flynn MainStage. Burlington 7:30 


JSC MUSIC ENSEMBLES: Vi 


entgroc 


fusion, jazz, Afro-Cuban and percussion. Dibden 
Center for the Arts. Johnson State Co!!ege.7 p.m. 
Free. Info. 635-1476. 

PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE: University musicians 

Burlington, 7:30-9 pm Free. Info. 6S6-7776. 
STUDENT RECITAL Students of pianist and 
harpsichordist Cynthia Huard offer key works 
by Ravel. Rachmaninoff, Barber and Debussy. 
Mahaney Center for the Arts. Middlebury Colege. 
7:30 p.m. Free, Info. 443- 3168. 

TRIBUTE TO UTAH PHILLIPS & CD-RELEASE 
PARTY: Duncan Phillips. Dan Schatz. Paul 
Rasmussen. Doug Wintch. Anke Summerhil land 


EDWARD TICK: This expert on posttraumatic 
stress disorder considers 'War and the Soul: 
Transforming OurCommunlties to Heal Our 
Veterans.' Rutland Free Library, 7p.m. Free. Info, 
773-1860. 

JIM COOKE: in'Calvln Coolldge: More Than Two 


aringTwen 




e stage v 




Briggs Opera 
House. White River Junction. 7:30 pm S31-70. 
Info. 296-7000. 

ITS A WONDERFUL LIFE’: Five capable actors 
and a busy sound -effects wlz bring Frank Capra'S 
classic holiday story to life as a radio broadcast 
performed in front of a live audience Montpelier 
City Hall Auditorium 7 p.m. S10-1S: free for 


THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: 

Richard Croft stars In a broadcast screening 
of Philip Glass' Satyagraha. Palace9 Cinemas. 
South Burlington 6:30 p.m. SI 8-24. Info, 


WINTER TALES' F 


blues. FlynnSpace, Burlington 7:30 pm $10- 
32.50: SS5 for Sunday night gala (Includes 
preshow reception]. Info, 863-5966. 


agriculture 

INDOOR GARDENING WORKSHOP: Gardening 
guru Peter Burke teaches locavores the steps 
to harvesting fresh greens in seven to 10 days 

preregister. Info. 223-8004. exL 202. infoffihun- 
germountaln.com. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
MIXER: Representatives from local businesses 
and the public brush elbows at a networking 
event Ml Caslta. St. Albans. S-7p.m. SS-8: pre- 
register. Info, 524-2444. lnfoffifcrccvt.com. 

VBSR NETWORKING GET-TOGETHER: Attendees 


marketing at a Vermont Buslnessesror Social 
Responsibility function. Yestermorrow Design? 
Build School. Waltsfiel d. 5:30-7:30 p.m. Free, 
Info. 862-8347. ntab@vbsr.org. 


Info. 334-7902. P ° 

JULES FEIFFER The Pulitzer Prize-winning car- 

of cartoons. Congregational Church. Norwich. 7 
p.m. Free. Info. 649-1184. 

PLANNING VERMONT'S TRANSPORTATION 
INFRASTRUCTURE: Tom McGrath Kevin Behm 
and Kevin Lehman d iscuss the “Clean Cities' de- 
sign concept eco -driving, hybrid cars and electri- 
cal charging stations. Addison County Regional 
Planning Commission. Middlebury. 7-9 pm Free. 
Info, 385-1911 or 388-3141. 

SY MONTGOMERY: No monkey business: In 
-Walking With the Great Apes; the best-selling 

Jane Goodall. Dian Fossey and Blrut Galdlkas. 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library, Montpelier.7 p.m. Free. 
Info, 223-3338; lnfoffivermonthumanlties.org, 
TOM POWERS: The Pulitzer Prize-winning author 


dance 

PUSH: MOVING HISTORY FORWARD': Tile 
Dance Company of Middlebury offers an infor- 

of Amencan dance from swing to Improv to 
hip-hop. Dance Theatre Mahaney Center for th 
Arts. Middlebury College. 4:30 pm Free. Info, 


the 2011 AwesomeTree Contest and Burlington 
arborist Warren Spinner gives a presentation 
on past and presentwlnners. Miller Building 
Champlain College. Burllngton.6p.m. Free: pre- 

8URLINGT0N SKI & OUTING CLUB SEASON 


socializing party with door prizes. Zen Gardens. 
South Burlington. 5:30 pm S10 annual member- 
ship. Info. 434-7647, 

COMMUNITY BIKE SHOP NIGHT: Steadfast cy- 
clists keep their rides spinning and safe for year- 

6-8 pm. Donations accepted. Info. S52-3S21. 

ECHO AFTER DARK: THATS BRILLIANT!: 

Seventeen Vermont mad scientists share their 


ECHO Lake Aquarium an 


implal h Burl ington. 6:30- 


film 

GENTLE UPRISING' TRAILER SCREENING & 
FUNORAISER: Filmmaker Sam Mayfield teaser 

his forthcoming documentary about the 2011 


food Sc drink 

FLETCHER ALLEN INDOOR FARMERS MARKET 

breads and maple syrup give hospital employ- 

McClure Lobby Level L Fletcher Allen Hospital. 
Burlington. 11 a,m.-3:30 p.m. Free. Info. 847-0797. 
tanya.mcdonald@vtmednet.org, 

HOLIDAY WINE TASTING: Oenophlles sip sea- 

feast. Healthy Uvlng. South Burlington. 3-6 pm. 
Free. Info. B63-2S69. ext. 1. 

ITALIAN COOKING SERIES: BISCOTTI: Bakers 
whip up crunchy oblong biscuits that are perfect 
for dipping; with Adele Dienno. Sustainability 
Academy at Lawrence Barnes School. Burlington, 
6-7:30 p.m. Free: preregister. Info. 861-9700. 


FOLLOW THE STARS DOWN ROUTE 100: This 

post-Irene community resiliency — Includes 
theChrlstmastree lighting caroling, roasted 
chestnuts, sleigh rides and the launching of il- 
luminated lanterns. Various locations. Rochester. 
S-10p.m. Free. Info. 767-9670 or 767-3271. 
HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP: See WE0.07. 9:30 
a.m.-9 p.m. 

HOLIDAY ARTISANS BAZAAR: More than SO art 
Ists and crafters from Vermont New Hampshire 
and Maine exhibit pottery, weaving glasswork. 
jewelry, ornaments and other seasonal cre- 
ations. Chandler Gallery. Randolph, noon-6 pm 

WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET: See 


kids 

EARLY-LITERACY STORY TIME: Weekly th 






FLETCHER PLAYGROUP: Little ones make use 
of the open gym before snack time. Fletcher 
Elementary School. Cambndge. 9-10:30 am 
Free. Info. 527-5426. 

FRANKLIN STORY HOUR: Lovers of the written 


th lyrics. F 




GINGERBREAD HOUSES: Kids in grades K 
through 4 become the envy of Hansel and 
Gretel by making their very own graham-cracki 
real estate. Dorothy Ailing Memorial Library. 


es with tales, rhymes, songs and crafts. Ilsley 
Public Library. Middlebury, 10:30-ll:lSam Free. 
Info. 388-4097, 

MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL Preschoolers up to age 


IKS I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

■ , f ■ CONNEC I III M. SEVENDAYSVT.COM ON AW WEB-ENABLED CELLPHONE FOR FRF 

mobile 1 P-TO-THE-MINUrt CALENDAR EVENTS PLU5 0TI IER NEARBY RESTAURANTS Cl 
MOVIE THEATERS AND MORE. 



■■ LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 


for the Arts. Middlebury College. 8 p.m.Free. 
Info. 443-3168. 

NOONTIME ADVENT MUSIC CONCERTS: The 

lunch crowd gathers to hear Carol Hewitt and 
Lynnette Combs play piano four-hands. First 
Baptist Church. Burlington. 12:15-12:45 p.m. 


talks 

AN ANALYSIS OF VERMONT'S FOOD SYSTEMS': 

UVM lecturer and faculty member Glenn McRae 
leads a panel discussion of food-systems 
research with a focus on the implementation 
of the Farm to Plate plan In Vermont. Graduate 
students report their current research on agn- 
cultural networks. North Lounge. Billings Hall. 
UVM. Bud ington. 7:30 p.m. Free. I nfo. 656-4389. 
crvt®u vm.edu, 


the village of Boc Banic through photos and 
discussion. St, John Vtanney Parish Hall, South 
Burlington 7 p.m. Donations accepted. Info. 
876-7434. 


theater 


IRVING BERLIN'S WHITE CHRISTMAS': Two 

show-biz couples working on a Christmas 
show in a Vermont lodge fall In love In Lamoille 
County Players' heartwarming musical. See cal- 
endar spotlight. Hyde Park Opera HouSe.7p.m. 
S12-18. Info. 888-4507. 

ITS A WONDERFUL LIFE": See WED.07. 7 p.m. 
OPERA NIGHT: Theatergoers screen a broadcast 
of Lucia di lammermoor. Gaetano Donizetti's 
dramma trag/co .Big Picture Theater & Cate. 
Waits field. 7 p.m, 512. Info. 496- 8994. 

SHE MIGHT HAUNT US': The senior theater 
work of Emily Rosenkrantz and Kelsey Ferguson 
promises to be 'a night of fairy tales and fetish 



•WINTER TALES': See WED.07. 730 p.m. 


words 

AFTERNOON POETRY & CREATIVE WRITING 
GROUP: Scribes come together for an artistic 
exploration of the Inner voice led by lit lover 
Janie Mardls. Champlain Senior Center. McClur 

p.m. Free Info. 658-3585. 


FRI.09 

art 

SENIOR ART CLASSES: FolksagesSS and up 
explore drawing, pastels, oil and acrylic paints, 
printmaking collages, and sculpture while 
discussing basic design concepts such as shape, 
texture and color. Shelburne Bay Senior Living 
Community. 1:30-3:30 p.m. S10: preregister. 

Info. 864-0604. 

bazaars 

INTERNATIONAL BOUTIQUE See WED.07. 10 


business 

LAMOILLE COUNTY BUSINESS NETWORK 
MIXER: Area organizations mlngleas Carmela 
Ram of Hardwick's Magic Spoon Bakery shares 
samples of her products. River Arts Center. 
Morris vllle, 5:30-730 p.m. SS. Info. 8S1-801S. 

dance 

AR GENTINEAN TANGO: Shoulders back, chin up! 
With or without partners, dancers of all abilities 
strut to bandonebn riffs In a self-guided practice 
session. Salsallna Studio. Burlington 7:30-10 
p.m.S5. Info. 598-1077. 

BALLROOM LESSON & DANCE SOCIAL: Singles 
a twirl. Jazzeroze Studio. WilHston. lesson. 
862^2269. ^ & ? 

HOLIDAY SWING DANCE: Undy Hoppers move 
their feet to high-energy tunes from the Starline 
Rhythm Boys. Proceeds benefit Camp Ta-Kum- 
Ta. Champlain Club. Burlington. 8-11 pm S10-1S. 

QUEEN CITY CONTRA DANCE: Quena Crain calls 
the steps to tunes by RandyMIller, Mary Cay 
Brass and Roger Kahle. Edmunds Elementary 
School, Burlington 8 p.m. Beginner's session 
at 7:45 p.m. 58: free for kids under 12. Info. 371- 
9492 or 343-7165. 


etc. 

A METAFESTO: 2ND ANNUAL EMERGENT LAND- 
SCAPE SYMPOSIUM Freshmen design and run 
a culmination of learnings and discoveries from 
the EMM510 Emergent Landscape class. Alumni 
Auditorium ChamplalnCollege. Burlington. 7 


GALA AUCTION & DINNER DANCE. Atlantic 

folk steps, following a feast and silent auction 
benefiting North Branch School. Town Hall 
Theater. Mlddlebury. 5:30-10 p.m. S10-20. Info, 
388-3269. 

film 

FRIDAY NIGHT FLICKS: Romantic mix-ups 
abound in White Christmas. thel954 holiday 
classic aboutsong-and -dance duos starring 
Bing Crosby. Vergennes Opera House, 7:30 p.m. 
Free. Info, 877-6737. 

food & drink 

BARRE HOLIDAY FARMERS MARKET Vendors 
proffer fresh produce meat eggs, canned goods 
and quality crafts. Old Labor Half Barre 3-7 p.m. 
Free. Info. 279-0396. 

CANDY-CANE-MAKING DEMO; See WED.07. 11 



health & fitness 

ALBURGH WALKING GROUP: NeighbOrsm 
dean-soled shoes take strides and socialize. 
Alburgh Volunteer Fire Department 10-11 am 
Free. Info, 865-0360. 

GENTLE YOGA FOR EVERYONE. Yogis ages 55 

gram presented by Champlain Valley Agency 
on Aging's Neighbor-to- Neighbor AmeriCorps 


• APPLIANCES -ELECTRONICS- FITNESS • UWN * GARDEN -MATTRESSES -TOOLS - APPLIANCES • 



a marionette 


WILLISTONp] 


Your Local & Convenient Hometown — Retail — Store 
We deliver & professionally install* all appliances 
and take away the old! 


94 Harvest Lane, Williston • 802 - 662-1514 


At the Black Box Theater 
in the Main Street Landing 
Performing Arts Center 
6o Lake Street, Burlington 

FOUR SHOWS: 

Saturday, December 17 
nam & 3pm 
Sunday, December 18 

nam &3pm 

Adults $15 

Children over 12 $5.00 
Children under 12 Free 
Tickets available at flynntix.org 
or call 802-863-5966 

' O' Main Street Landing 

mainstreetlanding.com 
802-864-7999 • FREE parking 
in the Union Station lot 


I To learn more 
E? about National 
Marionette Theatre, 
visit nmtshow.com 




calendar 


HOLIDAY ARTISANS BAZAAR. SeeTHU.O& 
noon-6 p.m. 

SANTA'S ARRIVAL PARTY. The man In the red 
suit makes his way to the Green Mountain 
Coffee Visitor Center & Cafe via a cement 
mixer decked out In twinkly lights. He’ll hang 
out with kids over hot chocolate upon his ar- 

877-926-5866. ^ P 

SOUTH END HOLIDAY HOP: Art lovers scam- 
per through town to local studios and sales. 
Various locations. Burlington. 5-8 p.m. Free. Info. 
859-9222. 

VERMONT HOLIDAY FESTIVAL: The Grand 

for the glittering Festival of Trees. Other high- 
lights include live music, a visit from Santa and 
his elves, the Jack Frost Marketplace, and horse- 
drawn sleigh rides. Partial proceeds benefit the 
Vermont Foodbank. Ki II Ington Grand Resort 


TERTULIA LATINA: Latino Americanos and other 
fluent Spanish speakers converse en esparto!. 
Radio Bean. Burlington. 5:30-7 pm Flee. Info. 
863-3440. 

music 

HOLIDAY POPS CONCERT: The Vermont 
Symphony Orchestra takes a chiltfs-eye look 
atChristmas with lighthearted selections. 
Including excerpts from Hansel and Gretel and 
The Nutcracker. Barre Opera House. 7:30 p.m, 
$10-28. Info. 476-8188. 

JSC CONCERT BAND. CHORALE & CHAMBER 
SINGERS: The largest performing groups on 


opus pres 


vering 


4:30-9 p.m. $5: fn 

additional $10 admission for Santa's Worksh 

WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET 

WED .07, noon-8 pm 
WOODSTOCK WASSAIL WEEKEND 

Neighbors and visitors alike spre 
good tidings through three days 
of festive events. Including an 

fairs, storytelling a horse- 
and -carriage parade and mu- 
sic. VisitwoodstockvLcom for 
full schedule. Various locati 
Woodstock. 10 a.m.-9p.m. 

Various prices: many event 
free. Info, 457-3555. 

kids 

COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP 

vene for fun via crafts, circle time and snacks. 
Health Room. Bellows Free Academy, Fairfax. 
9-10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426, 

ENOSBURG FALLS STORY HOUR. Young ones 

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN: Bakers follow a recipe for 
basic quick bread, customizing the batter with 
assorted sweets, nuts and fruits. Healthy Living. 
South Burlington. 3:30-5 p.m. $20 per child: free 
for an accompanying adult: preregister. Info, 
863-2569, ext. 1. 

MONTGOMERY TUMBLE TIME Physical- 

Montgomery Elementary School. 10-11 am.Free. 
Info. 527-5426. 

SWANTON PLAYGROUP Kids and caregivers 
and snacks. Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 


m the Baltics, jazz medleys a 
selections spanning S00 years. Oibden Center 
for the Arts. Johnson State College. 7 pm, Free, 
Info. 635-1251. 

MENDELSSOHN QUARTET: Student Instru- 


College, 8 pm.Free. Info. 443-3168. 

MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY WIND ENSEMBLE 

Alice Weston conducts musicians in air-powered 
instrumentals. Mlddlebury Union High School 
Audltorium7 p.m. Free. Inro. 388-3215. 

MIDWINTER MADRIGAL FESTIVAL: Two 

high school vocal ensembles come together 
in three powerful songs under the direction of 
Sherrill Blodgett. North Avenue Alliance 
Church. Burlington. 7:30 p.m. $6-8: 
$20 for family of three or more. 
Info. 857-7000. ext. 1581. 



venmgof 
istic guitar. 
ooks& Gifts. 
Hinesburg 7 pm. Free info. 
4B2-5189. 

NORTHERN BRONZE 
HANDBELL ENSEMBLE. Ring- 


Street Congregational Church. Burlington. 7 p.m. 
$10-12: free for kids underlO, Info. 372-S41S. 

RICH PRICE CD-RELEASE SHOW: The Burlington 


SUMMIT SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE: As part of 
ArtWalk Montpelier, folks come together for live 
music. Jam sessions, refreshments and a si lent 
auction. Summit School. Montpelier. 6-8 p.m. 


5 TODDLER TIME: Simplecrafts meet boc 
| rhymes and songs in an early-literacys 

^ Dorothy Ailing Memonal Library. Wlllist 

a.m. Free: preregisler. Info. 878-4918. 

TRAVELING STORYTELLER: A roaming 

puppet show starnng a polar bear. A wii 
a project follows. Fairfax Community Libr 
g p.m. Free, Info. 849-2420. 


tural and spiritual music of the Mediterranean. 
UVM Recital Hall. Burlington, 7:30 pm. S25-30. 
Info. 656 -44 5S. 

outdoors 

MOONLIGHT SNOWSHOE WALK: Snow or noL 
a celestial orb casts its glow on nighttime 

atthe picnic shelter. Ethan Allen Homestead. 
Burlington. 7-9 pm Nonperishable food 
donations accepted fo r COTS and the John W. 
Graham Emergency Shelter. Info, 863-5744. 

seminars 

KEYS TO CREOIT: A seminar clears up the con- 


talks 

GEORGE JAEGER: In a foreign-policy lecture se- 
ries. the retired American diplomat looks ahead 
to "The World We Face In 2012 and Beyond." Faith 
United Methodist Church South Burlington. 2 
pm S5. Info, B64-3516. 

theater 

’ANNIE*: See WED.07. 7 pm 
GOLDEN DRAGON ACROBATS. ShOWStOpptng 
acrobatics, dance and costumes col llde In a 
show rooted In Chinese traditions. See calendar 
spotlight. Paramount Theatre. Rutland. 8 p.m. 

musical abouta parade of petty gamblers, 
street-corner sermonlzersand nightclub 
performers. Lebanon Opera House. N. H„ 7 p.m. 
$5-10. Info. 603-448-0400. 

IRVING BERLIN'S WHITE CHRISTMAS': See 

THU.OB.7 p.m. 

SHE MIGHT HAUNT US': SeeTHU.08. 8 p.m. & 
10:30 p.m. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST': See 

THU.08, 7:30 p.m. 

WINTER TALES': See WED.07. 7:30 p.m, 


SAT.10 

activism 

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY: Vermonters blow whistles 
to call attention to human-rights violations on a 
walk to UVM's Davis Center. Burlington City Hall 
Park. noon. Free. Info. 862-4929. 

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY CONFERENCE. DINNER & 
FILM PREMIERE: UVM's Students Stand Up and 
the Vermont Workers' Center host a day of work- 
shops on grassroots organizing strategies and 
tactics, plus discussions about the Occupy move- 
ment In response to the economic and climate 
crises. Viewers catch the premiere of Strength 



art 

ETSY START-UP WORKSHOP Participants bring 
their own laptop, digital camera and creations to 
learn about marketing and selling their work on 

potter Abby Tonks. Chandler Gallery. Randolph. 
1-3 p.m. Donations accepted. Info. 728-6464. 

bazaars 

INTERNATIONAL BOUTIQUE. See WED.07. 10 


MORETOWN ARTISANS SALE: Shoppers' totes 
Till with the eclectic offerings of Vermont ven- 
dors. which include homemade fudge and candy, 
original stained glass, knit clothing and wheel- 
thrown pottery. Moretown Elementary School. 10 
a,m.-4 pm Donations accepted for the Artists' 
Flood fundraiser. Info. 496-6466. 

SKI SWAP: Athletic types prep for winter at an 
exchange of used skis, boots, clothing and more. 

Donations accepted. Info. 439-5789 
SOLIDARITY CRAFT FAIR: For the 18th year. 
Planting Hope hosts booths of artisan-made 
crafts, homemade lunch and a silent auction. 
Unitarian Church, Montpelier, 9 am.-4 p.m. Free. 
Info. 778-0344. 


crafts 

SENIOR CRAFT CLASSES: Folks ages 55 and up 
experiment with applied decoration — flower 
arranging jewelry making glass painting and 

color. Shelburne 8ay Senior Living Community. 
864-0604. P 8 

dance 

BALLROOM LESSON & DANCE SOCIAL: See 

FRI.09,7-10 p.m. 

HIP-HOP NUTCRACKA’. A beat-boxing chores 
and sugarplum fairies? Green Mountain 
Performing Arts dancers and special gusts 

Phi II ips and Status Quo put a spunky, urban spin 
on the E.TA Hoffman holiday classic. Spruce 
Peak Performing Arts Center. Stowe Mountain 
Resort 1 p.m. 4 pm, 8 p.m. $18. Info. 760-4634. 
NORWICH CONTRA DANCE: Northern Spy set the 
tone for a tradlUonal social dance. Beginners and 
singles welcome: all dances are taught: bring 
clean, soft-soled shoes.Tracy Halt Norwlch.8 
pm. S5-8: free for kids under 16. Info. 785-4607. 
rbarrows@cs. dartmouth.edu . 

OPEN MARLEY NIGHTS: Local dancers take 
the floor at an Informal sharing of In- progress 
pieces. Chase Dance Studio. Flynn Center. 
Burlington. 7 p.m. S15 choreographer fee: dona- 

openmarley@flynncenter.org. 

etc. 


A WINTER'S EVE CELEBRATION: Folks drop by 
dancing and live music before taking a lantern- 



6. Info 865 -4556, mfoeethanallenhomestead. 
org. 


BOLTON VALLEY OPENING OAY CELEBRATION 

Food purveyors— Olivias Croutons. Two Guys 

Mr. and Mrs. Claus lead a tree-lighting ceremony 
before night skiing. Bolton Valley Resort 11 
am-8 p.m. Regular lift tickets prices apply. Info. 
877-926-5866. 

HEALING ARTS OPEN HOUSE: Greenheart 
Massage's Sarah Shapiro. Inner Sea Healing Arts' 

treats and more. 56 East State St., Montpelier. 11 
am-2 p,m. Free. Info. 522-0374. 

SWEET NOTES: Musicians, storytellers, poets 
and other performers pipe up after dessert. 

p.m. Free. Info. 879-4606. lmarkowitz2408@ 

WEST AFRICAN JUBA DANCE & DJEMBE DRUM 
CLASSES: Beginning and somewhat-experi- 
enced hand drummers learn traditional rhythms 
and techniques with Guinean master drummer 

c°as°s*Si? for'da nce'cl ass° Info. ^gTCUfimH?* 
bangoura@hotmail.com. 

food & drink 

CALEDONIA SPIRITS & WINERY OPEN HOUSE 

Visitors amble through the distillery, learning 
about the production of its mead, raw honey 


I KS I BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• . f. * CONNECT in MSEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLED CELLPHONE FORFRE 

mobile 1 I ' HI TIIE-MINUll I Al I NhAREVEMS ITUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURANIS El 
- MOVIE THEATERSANh MORE. 



■■ FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS = 


HarflwickJO a.m.-6 p.m. Free. Info. 472-8000. 

CANDY-CANE-MAKING DEMO: See WE0.07.11 


MIOOLEBURY WINTER FARMERS MARKET 



Middlebury. 9:30 a.m-1 pan. Free. Info. 388- 
0178. mlddleburyfm@yahoo.com. 

NORTHWEST WINTER FARMERS MARKET 
Stock up on seasonal produce, meats, baked 
goods, canned food and handmade crafts. 
Gymnasium. St. Albans City Hall 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Free. Info. 373- 5821. 

NORWICH WINTER FARMERS MARKET. 

crafts and local entertammenl.Tracy Hall. 
Norwich, 10 a,m,-3 p.m. Free. Info. 384-7447. 
manager® norwlchfarmersmarket.org, 

WATERBURY WINTER FARMERS MARKET 




games 

TEXAS HOLD 'EM POKER TOURNAMENT Put on 

your game face tosupportthe Vermont Fiddle 


holidays 

CHRISTMAS AT THE FARM: Families celebrate 
like it’s 1899 with a vanety of traditional 
activities, which may include candle dipping. 

sledding. Billings Farm 8. Museum. Woodstock, 
for kids 2and P under.?nfo. 457-23S5. 

FOLLOW THE STARS DOWN ROUTE 100: See 

THU.08. 9 a,m,-9 p.m. 

HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP SeeWED.07, 9:30 
am-9p.m. 

HOLIDAY ARTISANS BAZAAR: See THU.08. 10 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR & CHRISTMAS PARTY: 

The Chittenden County Oowsers organize 
tarot -card readings, energy healings, aura 
dowsing and other demonstrations alongside 
the sale of crystals, books, artwork and more. 
Shelburne Town Offices. 10 a.m-4 p.m. Free. 

Info. 489-5953. 

LOCAVORE HOLIDAYS: Visitors find fresh 

theco-op's holiday shop before touring area 
farms. Twin Pond Retreat Center. Brookfield. 9 
a.m-4 p.m. Free. Inro. 276-0787. 

MR. PUNCH'S CHRISTMAS CAROL: Crabgrass 
Puppet Theatrek production of holiday hilarity 

Info. S18-523-2512. P 

PHOTOS WITH SANTA CLAWS: Families and 
pets smile for the camera at a benefit for the 
Central Vermont Humane Society. SS from every 
S9.95 photo package will bedonated. PetSmarL 
Willlston. 11 a.m.-4 p.m Info. 476-3811. exL 110. 
SOUTH END HOLIDAY HOP: See FRI.09. 10 a.m.- 


TOUCH OF VERMONT HOLIDAY GIFT MARKET 

Fifty-plus Vermontartlsans display their crafts 
at an event supporting OUR House of Central 
Vermont with raffle sales. Montpelier City Hall, 9 

VERMONT HOLIDAY FESTIVAL: See FRI.09. 
noon-9 p.m. 

VICTORIAN HOLIDAY: Strollers sample period 
holiday activities, ranging from wagon rides 


VICTORIAN HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE: Visitors par 
take in the wreathing of the lions, carols, crafts 
and cookies amid lum-of-the-20th-century 

St. Johnsbury. 1:30-4 p.m. Free. Info. 748-2372. 
WASSAIL WEEKEFO HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR: 
Charming Woodstock homes deck their halls 
and open their doors to visitors on this quaint 
tour including horse-drawn wagon rides and live 
musicians. Various locations. Woodstock. 10 a.m. 
S30-35. Info. 457-3981. 

WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET: See 

WOODSTOCK WASSAIL WEEKEND: See FRI.09. 
10a.m.-10p.m. 


Irene benefits 

RISING ABOVE WATER: A VERMONT IRENE 
BENEFIT PERFORMANCE: Thirteen Vermont 


Relief Fund. See calendar spotlight. Haybarn 
Theater. Goddard College Plainfield, 8 p.m S20 
suggested donation. Info. 322-5040. rtslng- 
abovewater@gmall.com. 


kids 


AFRICAN ADVENTURE STORY TIME: Exciting sa- 

Public Library. Middlebury. 10:30-11 30 am. Free. 
Info. 388-4097, pageone@middlebury.edu. 
COOTIES: THE REALITIES OF INFECTION- 
Inspired by "Grossoiogy: The (Impolite) Science 
of the Human Body,' family audiences leam 
about sneezes, coughs and scabs. ECHO Lake 
Aquarium and Science Center/Leahy Center 

Regular admission $9.50- 12.50: free for kids 
ages 2 and under. Info. 877-324-6386. 

FAIRFAX TUMBLE TIME: Tots burn off some 
energy In an open gym. Special play area for 

10-ll:30a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. * 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT: Snowshoers survey the 




tures. Vermont Instltuteof Natural Science 
Quechee. 6:30-8:30 p.m. SB-10: preregister. Info. 
359-5000. 

FESTIVAL OFTREES & LIGHT FAMILY DAY: Folks 



2S3-B3S8. P 

FRANKLIN PLAYGROUP. Toddlers and their 
adult companions meet peers for tales and slng- 
alongs. Franklin Central School. 10-11 a.m. Free. 
Info. 527-5426. 

FRANKLIN TUMBLE TIME: Athletic types stretch 
thei r legs in an empty gym. Franklin Central 
School. 9-1 0 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

HOOP SHOOT COMPETITION: Boys and girls 
ages 8 to 13 try their hands ata free-throw com- 
petition for a chance at representing the Elks 
Lodge In a national contest. Parents or guard- 



KITCHEN GOODIES A GIFTS FROM THE LAND 

Little ones mix up easy holiday treats and fash- 
ion crafts from found objects. Shelburne Farms, 
930-ll:30a.m. & 12:30-2:30 p.m. S20 per 
parent/chlld pair: SIS for each additional child: 
preregister. Info. 985-8686. 

SATURDAY FAMILY DROP-INS: Young artists or 
al I ages gaze at the current exhibition and make 
and take home a special piece of art. Parents 



10-20% off Jewelry • 40-50% off Clothing 
10-30% off Accessories & Collectibles 

Closing the doors for good on Dec. 31, 2011 


I would like lo thank all of my customers for their support for so many years! 

388-2799 • 1 Frog Hollow Alley, Middlebury 
> www.rubylane.com/shops/bejewelled 


Yes, the sunglasses 
are prescription also. 



Are you covered? 

s Your local Ch amber of Commerce works for you and your small business 
Besides the many marketing and networking aspects of being a member 
i of your local chamber, you can take advantage of lower Health and Dental 
1 Insurance costs the Vermont Association of Chamber of Commerce 
| Executives, is pleased to announce an unprecedented two-year 
health insurance agreement with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
v Vermont (BCBSVT). 



The agreement with BCBSVT provides local Chamber 
of Commerce members with the benefits of health 
coverage through the state's only Vermont-based 
health insurer. More importantly, It assures protection from 
subscription rate increases maintaining current subscription 
rate levels for another fcdl year and and then limiting to single- 
digits any increases for 201 3 (pending regulatory approval). Until 
the end of 201 1.VACE will hold CIGNA as its provider for all enrolled 
Chamber member 1 :. It's just that simple — aren't you pleased to be a member of 
your local Chamber of Commerce? More details about thisnew arrangement as well 
as more about plans and 

premiumsfor201 2 Can be OUKkracUaboutcu, new Blue Cross Blue Slue* Apr 


found atvaceinsura nee. 

com by calling VACE . 
at (802) 229-2231 or at 

your local Chamber of - 
Commerce 


rts or plan ret 


.rough 2013 


meantime, your , 

xariMr ae no application. A, 


implore no paperwork to sign, 


chambers 

working closely with BCBSVT to ensure an efficient and seam less transition 





calendar 


It's in the Bag! 20% Off Flash bags thru Tuesday 

All Hash bags products are made from recycled materials right here in Burlington. 



IF VOU'RE THINKING 
PUT 70UR FEET, 

)U DON 1 ! 

VE A SHOT. 


FIND THESE MUCK 
BOOTS AT LENNX'S 
SHOE 8 APPAREL 



mustaccompany th 


:hildren.BCA Center, 
n. Free. Info, 865-7166. 
THE ARTS BUS: A traveling ait center hits 


music 

BLUEGRASS GOSPEL PROJECT The back- 
porch super-group bands together for textured 


COUNTERPOINT. Under the direction of 
Nathaniel G. Lew. the classical chamber en- 
semble and guest organist Susan Summerfield 
produce a mix ofcarols and holiday songs from 
around the globe In There Is No Rose of Swych 
Vertu.' Christ Church. Montpelier, 3 p.m. North 
Congregational Church, SL Johnsbury. 8 p.m. 

contactecounterpolntchorus.com. 

DAVE KELLER BAND:Thebluesmanandhis 
backers offer tunes that are sweet one minute, 
gntty Use next, Burnham Hall. Lincoln. 7:30 p.m. 


aainstage. Burlington. 7:30 p.i 


Our Lady of Providence. Winooski. 2:30 p.m. 
Nonperishable food donations accepted for 
local food shelf. Info, 65S-TII2. 

WINTER VOCAL RECITAL. Art songs and arli 


wisdomoftheherbsschool.com. 

seminars 

COMMUNIVERSITY An afternoon teach- 
in addresses five subjects: 'Bringing the 

Demonstration' 'Bringing Agriculture Home' 

-Bringing the Discussion Home.' North Country 
Food Co-op, Plattsburgh N.V., noon-5 p.m. Free 
Info. S18-S63-0494. plattsburghga®gmall.coir 
DIGITALVIDEO EDITING: Final Cut Pro users 
learn basic concepts of the editing software. 

FINAL CUT PRO OPEN LAB: Beginning inter- 
mediate and advanced film editors complete 
three tracks of exercises as a VCAM staff 
member lends a hand. Preregister. VCAM Sludi 
Burlington. 2-4 p.m. Free. Info. 651-9692. 


kickboxing and Braz 


irlington 7 p.m. 525-50. In 


MAIDEN VERMONT: The women'schorus strikes 
a harmony in 'Sing for Joy.' Special guests are 
Road Show. Town Hall Theater. Middlebury, 7:30 
p.m. SIO-IS. info. 382-9222. 

ROOT 7. Smooth a cappella sounds support 
the Howard Center's holiday giving project. Old 
Brick Church Willlston. 7-9 p.m. S8-10. Info. 

SKELLIG: Rachel Clark, Bob DeMarco and 
John Drury journey through Insh Quebdcols. 
Scandinavian and original music traditions. 
Chandler Music Hall, Randolph 7:30 p.m. 512- 
Info. 728-6464. 

Marcus stir up English and Celtic contra-dance 
traditions. Adamant Community Club, optional 
potluck. 5:30 p.m.; show, 7 p.m. 510-15. Info, 
456-7054. 

WATERBURY COMMUNITY BAND. A program 


EAST COAST SNOCROSS SERIES: Snowmobilers 
from across New England tackle the jumps and 
bumps of the race track. Burke Mountain Ski 
Resort gates. 7 am.: first race. 10 a.m. SIS. Info. 
626-7300. 

theater 

‘ANNIE*: See WE0.07. 2 p.m.&7:30 p.m. 

'GUYS AND DOLLS': See FRI.09,2 p.m. 8,7p.m. 

IRVING BERLIN S WHITE CHRISTMAS': See 

THU.08.7 p.m. 

SHE MIGHT HAUNT US': See THU.08. 8 p.m. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST See 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: 
CATAMOUNT ARTS Jonas Kaufman stars in 
a broadcast screening of Gounod's Faust. See 
calendar spotlight Catamount Arts Center St 
Johnsbury. 12:55 pm S16-23. Info, 748-2600. 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HO: 

LOEW AUDITORIUM: See above listing Loew 

College. Hanover. N.H. 1 p.m. S10-29.50. Info. 
603-646-2422. 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HO: 
PALACE 9: See above listing Palace 9 Cinemas. 
South Burlington 12:55 p.m. S18-24. Info. 

VERMONT VAUDEVILLE ON ICE':There's no 


fo. 443-6433. drew: 


outdoors 

WAGON RIDES: Wheel through the quaint down- 
townshopping area. Pckup jrrWdrop-off ism 

Montpelier. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. Info. 223-9604. 
WINTER ECOLOGY NATURE WALK: Naturalist 
George Usl explores the elemental beauty 
ofedibleand medicinal plants. Herbal tea Is 
served after theseasonal jaunt Wisdom of the 
Herbs School. Woodbury. 2:30-4 p.m. Donations 


-fashion comedy. Leo the 
Human Xylophone, a gonlla and more. Municipal 
Building Orleans. 8 p.m. 55-10 suggested dona- 
Uon. Info. 533-2589. vermontvaudeville®gmail. 

■WINTER TALES': See WED.07, 2 p.m. 8, 7:30 p.m. 

words 

SPENCER LEWIS: Therecordlng artist stonema- 
son and author Introduces his newly published 
memoir Cabin Songs. Searching Woody GuthrleS 


I WR I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• , f * CONNECT In M-SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLEO CELLPHONE FORFRE 
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FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER @7DAYSCALENDAR 


SUN.ll 

agriculture 

INDOOR GARDENING WORKSHOP: SeeTHU.08 
City Market. Burlington, 2-3 p.m. $10: preregts- 
ter. Info. 861-9700. 

bazaars 

ANTIQUES MARKET; Treasure huntersfind 


games 

8URLINGT0N-AREA SCRABBLE CLUB: 

Triple-letter-square seekers spell out win- 
ning words. New players welcome. McClure 
Mu ItIG operational Center. Burlington. 12:30-5 
p.m. Free. Info, 862-7558. 

health & fitness 

OPEN MEDITATION CLASSES: Harness your 

Tibetan Buddhist tradition. Laughing River Yoga. 
Burlington, 1-3 p.m. S5-15 suggested donation. 
Info. 684-0452. vermontrslffl>gmall.com. 


art books and more, supplied by up to 20 
dealers from the New England area. Elks Club. 
Montpelier. $5 for early buyers (730 a.m.): S2 
for the general public (9 am.-l:30 p.m,). Info. 
751-6138. 

MORETOWN ARTISANS SALE See SAT.10. 11 

WOKO FLEA MARKET: Feeling thrifty? Bargain 
hunters flock to a sale of collectibles, antiques, 
crafts and household goods. Champlain Valley 
Exposition. Essex Junction. 8:30 a.m.-2p.m. S3. 
Info. 878-5545. ext. 26. 


crafts 

HOLIDAY CENTERPIECE WORKSHOP: Sandy 

long-lasting piece of eye candy for the holiday 
table. Bring clippers or scissors. Chandler 
Gallery. Randolph, 1-3 p.m. Donations accepted. 
Info. 728-6464. 

WREATH-DECORATING WORKSHOP: Floral ma- 
gician Victoria Dll ley helps participants trans- 


holidays 

CHRISTMAS AT THE FARM: See SAT.10. 10 a.m.- 
3:30 p.m. 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CONCERT: The 

Enosburgh Town Band and Community Chorus 
greet the yuletide season over an auction of 
Christmas centerpieces and live trees. Enosburg 
Opera House. 2 p.m. Donations accepted. Info, 
933-6171. lnfo.rotoh@gmail.com. 

COOLIDGE HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE: Folks explore 
the Coolldge birthplace in all its 1870s-era glory 
-and scope outwinter exhibits, the Plymouth 
Artisan Cheese factory, old-time music, craft 
demos and sleigh rides while the/re at it. 
President Calvin Coolldge State Histone Site. 

HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP: See WE0.07.930 
a.rn-9 p,m. 

HOLIDAY ARTISANS BAZAAR: See THU.08.10 
am-4 p.m. 

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE: History buffs greet 


dance 

GENTLE. SAFE & SUBTLE MOVEMENT CLASS. 

Contact improvisation, partner yoga and expe- 
nentlal anatomy play roles In an exploration of 
body language with Abbi Jaffe. Contemporary 



STUDENT CHOREOGRAPHY SHOWCASE 
SERIES: Dance-composlUon students Hannah 
Brown Erin Duffee. Samantha Ethridge. Dylan 
Friedman. Carlyn Levy. Kalelgh Mulpeter. Tierney 
Munger. Chelsea Ryll and Dan Yablonsky unveil 



HOLY CHRISTMAS: THE CHRISTMAS CYCLE: 

THE ANNUNCIATION': Ceremonial performance 
artist Victoria Fraser collaborates with Aurora 
Ancient Music on this biblical story. Christ 
Church Presbytenan. Burlington. 3 p.m. S15. Info. 

LOC AVORE HOLIDAYS: See SAT.10. noon-4 p.m 

MR. PUNCH'S CHRISTMAS CAROL: See SAT.10. 

SOUTH END HOLIDAY HOP: See FRI.09. noon-4 
WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET See 


WOODSTOCK WASSAIL WEEKEND: Si 


film 

A MATTER OF SIZE: Four overweight Israeli 
men learn to accept their heft through sumo 
wresUlng In Sharon Maymonand ErezTadmor's 
2009 comedy. Ilsley Public Library, Mlddlebury. 
5-6:45 p.m. Free. Info. 382-1560. 

BREAKING TRAIL'. PowderWhore Productions' 
latest film follows skiers, snowboarders and 
teiemarkers as they seek gnar lines, deep 
powder and fresh tracks by going only where 
their legs can take them. Proceeds benefit the 



THE NEVERENDING STORY’: A boy gets lost In 
a fantasy novel that he helps write I n Wol fgang 
Petersen’s epic 1984 children's classic. See? 
Reading is cool! Savoy Theater. Montpelier, 10 
am. Free. Info. 223-9604. 


irene benefits 

VINYASA FOR VERMONT: Patrick McAndrew and 
Heidi Champney lend livemuslcto a flood-relief 
fundralserled by eight leading yoga teachers. 
Anew and used yoga clothing sale follows. All 

Fund and the Vermont Disaster Relief Fund. 
Davis Center. UVM. Burlington. 9-11 a.m. S30: 
fundraising encouraged. Info. 864-9642. 

kids 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA: Early risers share 
their wish lists with Father Christmas over juice, 
muffins, pancakesandscrambled eggs. Parents 

10:30 a.m. $10 per child: $2 for photo with 
Santa, or free with new toy or nonpertshable 
food donation: seating Is limited. Info, 893-1457. 

language 


food & drink 

COOKING CLOSE TO HOME DEMO & TASTING: 

Cookbook author Diane Imrie whips up sea- 
sonal dishes made from farm-fresh food. Green 
Mountain Girls' Farm. Northfield, 11 a.m,-2 p.m. 
Free. Info. 505-9840. 


DIM ANCHES: Novice and fluent French speak- 
ers brush up on their linguistics- en franfais. 

Free. Info, 864-5088. 



iry 7 at 7:00 p.m 
all Theater 
$27 at the door 


P.O. Box 684 
liddlebury, VT 05753 
e-mail: 

aftdark@smer.net 


(802) 388-0216 


802.760.4608 


■ SPORTS &FITNESS 
I PHYSICAL THERAPY 
I KIDS & FITNESS 


LEASE A FULL LINE OF SKI 
EQUIPMENT ALL SEASON LON 
Children's Ski Packages - S120.C 
Adult Basic Ski Packages - 3U0i 
Adult Performance Ski Padcagcir#: 


ajfc* 


AFTER 

DARK 

MUSIC SERIES 


Chris Smither 


$24 advance. 

A 


OPENINGS 

£ 835 ss 


KIDS Sc FITNESS 

PRESCHOOL 

— Give your kids the very best — 

Cutting Edge Curriculum • Tons of activities • Tennis • Climbing Wall 
Swimming • Art Program ■ Foreip Language • Mnsic 


Essex *879-7734 x131 • alexandrad@edgevt.com 




calendar 


music 

A PRELUDE TO CHRISTMAS'; Four-part choruses 
from Golden Harmony figure prominently in 

Church, West Rutland. 4 p.m. Donations ac- 
cepted for a Ugandan children's orphanage. Info, 
518-879-46 54. 

ANNA LISE ET TROIS: Annallse Rose 
Shelmandlne. Julian Chobot and Johannes 
Garrett - and perhaps a few surprise guests - 

Rawson Memorial Ubraiy. Jericho. 2 p.m. Free. 
Info. 899-4962. 

CODY MICHAELS: The Northeast Kingdom resi- 
dent performs hisaward -winning compositions 
for solo piano. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. 
Jericho, 1 p.m. S5-10 suggested donation. Info. 


NORTHERN BRONZE HANDBELL ENSEMBLE: See 

FRI.09. Richmond Free Library. 3 p.m. 

NOWELL SING WE CLEAR; A midwinter pageant 
of carols spreads merriment from ages past. 
Unitarian Church Burlington. 4-6 p.m. S10-2S: 


sport 

WOMEN'S PICKUP SOCCER; Ladies of all ages 
and abilities break a sweat while passing around 
the spherical polyhedron. Miller Community and 


theater 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL': The Nebraska Theatre 
Caravan stages a musical adaptation ofCharles 
Dickens' story of the miserly Scrooge Flynn 
MalnStage Burlington.7 p.m. $25-42. info. 


§ 



9214, info@gmys-vt.org. 

HOLIDAY POPS CONCERT: See FRI.09. 
ParamountTheatre, Rutland. 3 p.m. Call for price. 
Info. 775-0903. 

-LESSONS AND CAROLS FOR ADVENT AND 

CHRISTMAS': Jeff Buettner conducts the 
Middlebury College Chapel Choir in choral works. 

Chape^Middlebury* College 4 p.m. & 7p.m. Free. 
Info. 443-3168. 


MAIDEN VERMONT See SAT, 10. 2 p.m. 

MILTON COMMUNITY BAND: From carol sing- 
alongs to a reading of Twas the Night Before 

holiday concert. A five-member brass group also 
performs. Milton Middle/High School 2-3:15 p.m. 
Free. Inro. 893-1398 

NORTHEAST FIDDLERS ASSOCIATION: Stringed- 
Instrument players gather for a monthly 


IRVING BERLIN'S WHITE CHRISTMAS': See 

THU.08. 2 p.m. 

•WINTER TALES': See WED.07. 2 p.m. & 6 p.m, 

words 

CAMPFIRE STORIES: HOLIDAY EDITION: Forget 
the tent. Raconteurs spin rive toeight-mlnute- 

they were sitting around the bonfire. No 
notes allowed: listeners welcome. Spark Arts, 
Burlington. 7-9 p.m. $5 suggested donation. Info. 
373-4703. 

PERFORMANCE SHAKESPEARE. Jim Hogue 
helps bring complex Elizabethan texts to life for 

3-5 p.m.Free. Info. 426-3581. jaquithpublicli- 
brary@gma!Lcom. 

SCATTERED SHOWERS': Listeners take in a 
staged reading of Vermont playwright Tom 

Montpelier. 2-4 pm. Free. Info, 426-3955. 
SPENCER LEWI S: See SAT.10. Town Hall. 
Waterville, 3-S p.m. 

SUSAN COOPER. The author of The Magic Maker. 
A Portrait of John Langstaff and Ha Revels 


reads aloud ata reception and book signing. Top 
or the Hop. Hopkins Center. Hanover. N.H.. 4-6 
p.m. Free. Info. 649-1114. 


MON. 12 

community 

VILLAGE -BUILDING CONVERGENCE 
ORGANIZERS MEETING: New faces are wel- 
comed ata planning meeting for thefourth 
annual Village-Building Convergence, a celebra- 
tion of sustainability and community to be held 
In June. Hunger Mountain Co-op. Montpelier, 



crafts 

EXPLORE YOUR SCENTUALITY : MAKING 
NATURAL INCENSE: Folks follow their noses 
while learning the basics to blending local and 
natural ingredients with Joann Darling. Hunger 


GENTLE YOGA FOR EVERYONE: See FRI.09. 
McAuley Square Senior Housing. Burlington 
1030-11:30 a.m. Free. Info, 865-0360. 

HERBS FOR WINTER WELLNESS: Guido Mas* 
highlights useful plants and herbal recipes that 

ZUMBA GOLD: Invigorating Latin music rosters 
a party -1 ike workout atmosphere for baby boom- 
ers and active older participants. Champlain 
Senior Center. McClure MultiGeneratlonal Center. 
Burlington, 5:15-6 p.m. Free. Info. 658-3585. 

holidays 

HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP: See WED.07. 9:30 

kids 

ISLE LA MOTTE PLAYGROUP. Stories and crafts 
make for creative play. Yds. there will be snacks. 
Isle La Motte Elementary School. 10-11:30 a.m. 


12: preregister. Info. 223-8004. ext. 202. info® 
hungermountain.com. 

dance 

FLYNNARTS DANCE SHOWCASE: Dance and cho- 
reography students wrap up a 12 -week semester 
with eye-catching balleL tap. 80s jazz, hip-hop, 
cabaret and more. Flynn MainStage. Burl Ington, 
6 p-m. Free. Info. 863-5966. 



etc. 

VCWA ANNUAL MEETING: Mary Powell, CEO 
of Green Mountain Power, offers 'One View of 
Vermont’s Energy Future' after a netwo rklng 

business meeting follow. Pomerleau Alumni 
Center. St. Michael's College, Colchester. 3:45-7 
p.m. Free. Info. 861-2343. 

health & fitness 
BEGINNING HOT YOGA: See WE0.07. 5-6 p.m. 
GENTLE GRATITUDE YOGA. Easy lying, sitting 
and standing poses improve balance, coordina- 
tion and flexibility, and encourage an apprecia- 

Junction. 10-11:30 a.m. SS suggested donation: 
bnng a yoga mat. Info, 881-5210. 


MUSIC A MOVEMENT WITH MAY: Caregivers 
and their charges lace up their dancing shoes 
for a fun and educational session with May 
Poduschnlk. Ilsley Public Library. Middlebury, 
10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. Info, 388-4097. 

MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: See THU.08. 10:45 a.m. 
PAJAMA STORY TIME: Comfy-dothed kiddos get 
a bedtime tale and snack. Preregister. Dorothy 
Ailing Memorial Library, Wllliston. 6:30 p.m. 

Free: preregister. Info, 876-7147, 

STORIES WITH MEGAN: Preschoolers ages 2 to 
5 expand their imaginations through storytell- 
ing, songs and rhymes. Fletcher Free Library. 

SWANTON PLAYGROUP Kids and caregivers 
squeeze in quality time over imaginative play 
and snacks, Mary Babcock Elementary School. 
Swanton, 9:30-11 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 



Increase your competitive edge in the job market 

participate in the 

Governor's Career Ready Program 

• Classes start soon in select CCV locations 

• All job seekers, employed and unemployed are welcome 

• Course offered at no cost to participants 


For more information go to www.ccv.cdu/carccr or call Tiffany Kcunc at 802 786-0011 


COMMUNITY 

CCV 


OF VERMONT 


COLLEGE 



■■ FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS = 


rs and Instrumental- 
recording session. The 
id shortened for TV or 


stephpappas.com. 

THE CHAMPLAIN ECHOES: New singers are 


a women's a cappella chorus at weekly open re- 
hearsals. Pines Senior Living Community. South 
Burlington. 6:15-9:15 p.m. Free. Info. 658-0398. 

THE VERMONT CIVIL WAR SONGBOOK': Linda 
Radtke employs music and letters In a costumed 


Church. South Burlington. Elder Education 
Ennchment luncheon, noon: program, 1 p.m. S5. 
Info. 864-3516. 



sport 

COED DODGEBALL Players break a sweat chuck - 

Orchard School. South Burlington. 7- 8 p.m. SS. 
Info, S98-8S39. 



House. Main Street Landing Performing Arts 
Center. Burlington. 7-9 p.m. Free. Info. S40-2516. 


theater 

PITY PARTY": / 




Naomi Shafer. Seeler Studio Theatre. Mahaney 
Center for the Arts. Mlddlebury College, 8 p.m. 
Free. Info. 443-3168. 


words 

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: HOW THEY LIVED: 


nates a bygone era. Heineberg Community 
& Senior Center. Burlington. 1 p.m. Free. Info. 
865-7211. 

BOOK DISCUSSION: THE GENIUS OF MARK 
TWAIN: Bibliophiles relish the satire and pomt- 

Pudrfnnead Wilson. Wake Robin Retirement 
Community. Shelburne. 7:30 pan. Free. Info. 
98S-0659. 

MARJORIE CADY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP 

Budding words mlths improve their craft 
through 'homework' assignments, creative 
exercises and sharing. Ilsley Public Library. 
Mlddlebury, 10 a.m.-noon. Free. Info. 388-2926. 
cpotter93 5@comcast.neL 
SHAPE & SHARE LIFE STORIES: Prompts trig- 
ger true tales, which are crafted into compel- 
ling narratives and read aloud. Dorothy Ailing 
Memorial Library. Wllliston. 1230-2:30 p.m. 
Free. Info. 878-4918. 


TUE.13 

business 

AWAKENING 2012: MINDFULNESS-BASEO 
BUSINESS- VISIONING WORKSHOP ft 
NETWORKING EVENT: Healers, artists, activists. 


tion exercises to actualize their fullest potential 
In business. Heart Space Yoga & Movement 
Center, St. Johnsbury.3:30-S:30 p.m. Free: 
preregister. Info. 225-5960. 

environment 

GREEN DRINKS: Activists and professionals 

networking and discussion. The Skinny Pancake. 
Montpelier, 6-8 p.m. Free. Info, 262-22S3. 

etc. 

COMMUNITY BIKE SHOP NIGHT: See THU. 08. 

film 

-NYC BALLET PRESENTS: GEORGE 
BALANCHINE'S THE NUTCRACKER 1 LIVE* Host 
Kelly Rlpa takes audiences backstage to belter 
experience the magic of this perennial holiday 

6 p.m.S16-20. Info. 660-9300. 


food & drink 

THE PENNYWISE PANTRY: On a tourof the 
store, shoppers create a custom template for 
keeping the kitchen stocked with affordable 
nutritious eats. City Market Burlington 3-4 p.m. 


health & fitness 

Unity Church of Vermont Essex Junction, 10-11 
a.m. SS suggested donation. Info. 881-5210. 
STRESS-REDUCTION PRACTICE SERIES 
Participants take timeout fromUie bustling^ 

Community Library. 6:30-8p.m. Free. Info.^58- 
0521. mmurrayv®gmail.com. 

TAI CHI: Easy, intentional poses for Intermedi- 
ates increase chi, or energy flow, In a four-week 
cycle. Unity Church of Vermont Essex Junction. 
6:30-7:30 p.m. S5 suggested donation. Info. 
881-5210. 

holidays 

HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP; See WE0.07. 9:30 


kids 

ALBURGH PLAYGROUP: Tots form friendships 
over stories, songs and crafts. Nonmarking 
shoes required. Alburgh Elementary School. 
9:15-10 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

CREATIVE TUESDAYS: Artists engage their 
Imaginations with recycled crafts. Kids under 10 
must be accompanied by an adult. Fletcher Free 
Library. Burlington 3-5 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 
FAIRFAX STORY HOUR: Good listeners are 

tivitles. Fairfax Community Library, 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Free. Info. 527-5246. 

HAND IN HAND. The Mldd lebury youth group 
organizes volunteer projects to benefit the 

Library, Mlddlebury, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: See WED.07.10-H a.m. 



HOLIDAY SHOPPING 
PARTY AND FOOD DRIVE 

AT SALAAM & THE MEN'S STORE 
90 CHURCH ST, BURLINGTON VT 
THURSDAY, DEC. STH • 6-8PM 


W Cemral Vermont Ballet and 

r Moving Light Dante Company presents 

Die Green Mountain 

NUTCRACKER 

Barre Opera House 

Saturday, December 17, 6PM 
Sunday, December 18. ?PM 

i Ticket S12 24 Order. 802 476 8188 

k or www.barreoperahouse.org 


.movinglighidante. 


Pick up 

the December / January 
issue of Kids VT. 


This double issue 

is filled with family 
fun, including: j 

* Tips for teaching your kids to ski 

* Standup Comedy for Kids 

* A Broken Crayon Meltdown 


Pick up a copy at more than 400 
locations in northwestern Vermont 
or check out all the content online 
at our new-and-improved website: 

www.kidsvt.com 




(Q/ie cAfwe ( /t/ne 


Sifts that YOU & 
Your Kids 
will LOVE! 


You don't need to be the 1% to dress like it. 
1% kind of clothing on a 99%budget. 
62c3(,u»Sr.c*(orf/’e3ur ~ 802 223 -1353 


Holiday Gifts for 
UNDER $50! 


From Head 

\ to Toe! 


Shoe 

tlORN 

'Boutique 


^SpecfellY Megts 

•S^Availgble -for the HolidsYs! 


Be ready to tackle the challenges of 
today's modern kitchens fast 

NECI's Certificate Programs Offer 

• 1 5 weeks of hands-on practical training 

• Essential culinary theory 
- Safety sanitation skills 

Paid personalized internships 

NEW ENGLAND ^ 
CULINARY INSTITUTE" 

VO&efffc. VJ 0\A tfJL**. Iff") luring Cf. 

NECI.edu | 56 College Street, Montpelier 


©e $>ure +o place your •specialty 
jtnjSJf Meat order W Vtctb A\?er 12*7 Al 

• Locally x-ibta beef. priMe rib and tenderloin Lj/ 

™ • Local all natura r»bit. laMb leg. loin chops., rip racks. ' 

Fre&h and *Moked haws. ■ Loca all natural Free range Mi*ty Knoll turkey 
• Wild or organically farMed %aiMon %ldee. • Specialty poultry 
(pheasant, ouat. duck, goo*e. grouse) • Fre&h shellfish and lobster j. 


contact our Meat and Fish PepartMent at 22S.8000 xao*t 


Make your holiday Meals. extra special with locallv-ras.ed Meat., 
•' ' '■ local produce, and hand-cr#ted paced 
: goods. froM -the Coopf 


The Next Step is Yours. Take Action Today. 

Contact us at info@neci.edu or 802.225.3250. 


12/10: Free Wagon Rides 11™ -3 vm 

12/11: Free Family Movie: 

The Neverending Story "at The Savoy 10' 


2 hours of Free Parking 

starts 12/12 through Christmas. 


Choose Your Program: Professional Cooking • Professional Baking ■ Professional Pastry 


Open 8 aM- 0 p« everyday 

bxb etone Cutter* Way Montpelier. VF 
22% 8000 hungerMountain.coM 





calendar 


KIDS IN THE KITCHEN: Hansel and Gretel 
springs to life as little ones assemble ornate 

women, too. Healthy Living. South Burlington. 
3:30-5 p.m. S20 per child: free for an accompa- 


nying adult: preregister. Info. 863-2569, ext. 1. 
MORNING PLAYGROUP: Astrologer Mary Anna 
Abuzahra leads storytelling inspired by seasonal 
plants, fruits and flowers before art activities, 
games and an optional walk. Tulsl Tea Room. 
Montpelier. 10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 223-0043. 
MUSIC WITH ROBERT Music lovers of all ages 
engage^ n sing-atongs. Fletcher FreeUbrary. 

PRESCHOOL STORY HOUR: Stories, rhymes 


and songs help children become strong read- 
ers. Sarah Partridge Community Library, East 
Mlddlebury. 10:30-11 a.m. Free. Info. 388-4097. 

SCIENCE & STORIES: ELUSIVE MOOSE: Kids 
have ahaf moments regarding the antlered anl- 

11 a.m. Regular admission, S9.S0-12.S0: free for 
kids ages 2 and under. Info. 877-324-6386. 
SOUTH HERO PLAYGROUP Free play. crafting 
and snacks entertain children and their grown- 


ST. ALBANS PLAYGROUP: I 

and storytelling engage th. 


Church. St. Albans. 9:30-11 1 
527-5426. 


STORY HOUR: Picture books and crafts catch 
the attention of 3- to S-year-olds. Dorothy Ailing 
Memorial Library. Wllllston. 11 a.m. Free. Info. 
878-4918. 


STORY TIME FOR TOTS: Three- to 5-year-olds 
savor stories, songs, crafts and co mpany. 
Carpenter-Carse Library. Hlnesburg, 11 a.m.- 
noon Free. Info. 482-2878. 


language 

PAUSE CAF4 : French speakers 


music 

FLYNNARTS JAZZ COMBOS: Music students 
wrap up a 12-week semester in smooth- sound- 
ing combos. FlynnSpace. Burlington 5:30 p.m. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CHORUS: Men who like 

meeting of this all-guy barbershop group. SL 
Francis Xavier School, Winooski, 7-9 p.m. Free. 
Info. 879-3105. 

VIOLIN CONCERT: Advanced students of Carolyn 


seminars 

SPEND SMART: See MON.Ii 6-8 p.m, 


words 

VERMONT PLAYWRIGHTS CIRCLE SCENE 
WORKSHOP: Three writers share up to 20 min- 
utes or 20 pages of work In exchange for feed- 
back. Actors to read are welcome. The Institute 
for Professio nal Practice. Bertin, 7:30 p.m. Free: 
preregister. Info. 229-0112, vtplaywrightscircle® 

YOU COME. TOO: Unger over poetic lines 
by Thomas Gray and Matthew Arnold with 
Vermont Humanities Council executive director 
Peter Gilbert. Vermont Humanities Council, 


WED. 14 

cotnedy 

IMPROV NIGHT: See WE0.07. 8-10 p.m. 

community 

WINOOSKI COALITION FOR A SAFE AND 
PEACEFUL COMMUNITY: Neighbors and local 
businesses help create a thriving Onion City by 
planning community events, sharing resources, 
networking and more O'Brien Community 
Center. Winooski. 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 655- 
1392.ext.10. 

crufts 


KNIT NIGHT: Crafty needlework ers (crocheters. 
tool share their talents and company as they 



PUBLIC MEETING: Representatives of the CIRC 
Alternatives Task Force present Its recom- 
mendations regarding 'shovel-ready" protects. 
Albany College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences. 


film 

COMMUNITY CINEMA Ellen Spiro and Karen 
Bernstein's Troop 1500 documents the monthly 
Interactions between a group of Girl Scouts 


food & drink 

CANDY-CANE-MAKING DEMO. See WE0.07.1! 


NO SUGAR. DAIRY OR WHEAT? SO WHAT CAN 
I EATT HOLIDAY SIDES: Dietary restrictions 



Goldsmith whips up roasted Brussels sprouts 
with bacon apples and onion: potato- and-zuc- 
chlnl fritters with curry oil: and other mouth- 
watering menu Items. Healthy Living South 
Burlington 5:30-8 p.m. S20: preregister. Info. 
863-2569. ext. 1. 


WOODSTOCK WINTER FARMERS MARKET: 



Masonic Halt Woodstock. 2-6 p.m. Free Info. 
763-2476, 


health & fitness 

BEGINNING HOT YOGA: SeeWED.07, 5-6 p.m. 
SERENITY YOGA: See WED.07, 6-7 p.m. 

TAI CHI/QIGONG CLASS: See WE0.07.2 p.m. 

holidays 

HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP: See WED.07. 9:30 
a.m. -9 p.m. 

WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET: See 


kids 

BABYTIME: Crawling tots and their parents cor 
vene for playtime and sharing. Dorothy Ailing 
Memorial Library. Wiliiston. 10:30 a.m.-noon. 
Free: preregister. Info. 658-3659. 

ENOSBURGH PLAYGROUP: See WED.07. 9-H 


FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: See WED.07. 10-11:30 




butter 


Happy Holidays! 


helping to keep your traditions alive 
Let us adorn your home 
for the holidays! 


• Montpelier 

far tfie ‘i( J alida^ 


GIFT CERTIFICATES 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 

Find "Black Door" on Facebook j 


1 1 1 

m 

ARTISANS HAND 

Contemporary Vermont Crafts 


Celebrate ornaments! New in copper 
ART WALK ~ Friday, December 9, 5-7 
Horizon Porcelain ornaments return! 

blended hours start Dec It ~ Sunday 10-6, M-S 10-8 


Open 5:00 Wed-Sat • www.biackdoorvi.com 39 Main at City Center, Montpelier 
Tan "biackdoor" to 72727 for dials a updaies artisanshand.com - online gift registry 


Give A 

nothing but 
the best... 

VERMONT TRADING I 

OfnitjtiLt 


50 state st. niontpelier • 223-2142 • open 7 days 





Cherish the Ladies 

“A Celtic Christmas” 

Wednesday, December 7 at 7:30 pm Tickets start at $15 


Nebraska Theatre Caravan 

"A Christmas Carol” 13 

Sunday, December 11 at 7 pm Tickets start at $15 


(Comcast 


Darlene Love: 

“Love for the Holidays” 


(comcast ***»M,cogp>. Saeurvtn* VJEJEL 
_ www.flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn today! . 


CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 


“It was wonderful! Absolutely perfect. They took 
great care of us - everyone! 

Iordan Taylor Semprebon had just awakened from napping 
in her daddy's arms when we arrived. She was smiling, 
stretching and yawning and the occasional squawk alerted 
all present that little Iordan was waiting only so long for 
her introductory photo, lust a day old - she was born on 
November 28 - we loved that she already had command 
of the entire situation. That's a good skill for the young- 
est of three to have since she'll meet some competition at 
home from fourteen-month-old Justin and eight-year-old Best Hospital 
Madison. Even at 7lb/7oz we bet she will hold her own. 

She looks just like her dad lamie Semprebon and seemed ^ • 

pretty content when cuddled by her mom Tan|a. The \VATAK 

Semprebon family lives in Barre. We hope the wonder 
and the perfection continues. Best wishes, 

= Central Vermont Medical Center 

= Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org 
Central Vermont Women's Health ■ 371-5961. Call 371-4613 
to schedule a tour of our Carden Path Birthing Center. 




calendar 


HIGHGATE STORY HOUR. See WED.07, 11:15 
am -12:15 p.m, 

HOGWARTS READING SOCIETY: Fascinated by 
fantasy? Book-club members gab about the 

nes. llsley Public Library. Middlebury, 3:30-4:30 
p.m. Free. Info. 388-4097. 

MIDDLEBURY BABIES & TODDLERS STORY 
HOUR. See WE0.07, 10:30-11:15 a.m. 
MONTGOMERY STORY HOUR Good listen- 
ers are rewarded with an earful of tales and a 
mouthful of snacks. Montgomery Town Library. 
9:30-10:30 a.m. Free. Info. S27-S426. 

MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: See 
WED.07. 11-liaOa.m. 

PAJAMA STORY TIME: Evening tales send 
klddos off to bed. Berkshire Elementary School 
6-7 pm Free. Info. 527-5426. 


PROJECT- SHARING DAY: Homeschoolers bond 



3:30-4:45 p,m. Free. Info. 849-2420. 

STORY TIME WITH MRS. CLAUS: See WE0.07, 
6:30-7 p,m. 

language 

ITALIAN CONVERSATION GROUP: Porla 
Italiano? A native speaker leads a language 
practice for all ages and abilities. Room 101 St. 
Edmund's Hall. St. Michaers College. Colchester. 
7-9 p.m. Free. Info. 899-3869. 

music 


CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Voices celebrate the 



DARLENE LOVE: The Rock and RollHallof 
Famer revisits pop cl assies In "Love for the 
Holidays." Flynn MalnStage. Burlington. 7:30 
p.m. Joel Najman offers a free preshow lecture 
at6p.m. in the Hoehl Studio Lab. S29-45.lnfo, 
863-5966. 

ME2/0RCHESTRA: Ronald Braunstein conducts 
an ensemble playing in support of people who 
struggle to maintain good mental health in 

Studio A. 8 p.m, Free. Info. 863-6713. 


MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY WIND ENSEMBLE 



Bayside Pavilion. St. Albans. 6-9p.m. Free.lnfo. 
524-0909. 

theater 


FLYNNARTS PERFORMANCE ENSEMBLE: Adult 
acting students wrap up a 12-week semester 
with skits and scenes. FlynnSpace, Burlington 
6 pm Free. Info, 863-5966. 

words 


BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP: World War II lends 



Library. Burlington 7:30pm Free. Info. 
865-7211. 


SAM STOCKWELL: The poet shares verses 
from her collection. Jaquith Public Library. 
Marshfield. 7 p.m, Free. Info. 426-3581. jaquilh- 
publidlbrary@gmail.com. ® 



the Studio Store 


Fine Artists' Materials 



Open: Wed - Sat. 1 0am-6pm 
OPEN SUNDAYS 12-5pm 

Located next to Vfermont Studio Center. 
Pearl Street Johnson 


GREAT SAVINGS ON CHRISTMAS GIFTS! 

Shop eaty as well bedosed from 12/19/11 -1/6/12. 

1-800-887-2203 

www.thestudiostore.com 



1 11 r- l i i ■■oi-l - \ I \ ill 

Route 15 • Johnson, Vermont • 802-635-2335 

1 1/2 miles West of the Village • Open 7 days a week: 9am -9pm 


WANT TO SAVE A FEW BUCKS 



Pizza, Music, Drinks and Good People... 

IHUB 

Pizzeria and Pub ...What more is there? 


Check out our menu and live music schedule on our website 

802.635.7626 - www.thehubvt.com 

2 1 Lower Main Si, Johnson, VT 






DECEMBER DEALS 

® months* @ months* 

205&QIK? or UES&QIK? 


AND KIDS FOR FREE AND KIDS FOR FREE 



50% OFF ANY ACCESSORY 
WITH PURCHASE 
OF SHOES OR BOOTS 

p(u5 25 % off any 

aeWiti°na( accessories! 


Always Affordable A Adorable 

Open Daily • 192 College St • 658-6006 
tootsiesofvt.com • facebook.com/tootsiesofvt 


Bernasconi Construction, Inc. 

General contractor of 

all phases of construction 



Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 

Essex (802) 879-7734 x 2 • Williston (802) 860-3343 
S. Burlington (802) 658-0001 or (802) 658-0002 

EDGEVT.COM 




QUALITY CUSTOM HOMES 

Now specializing in waking your home 
““ MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT! 
installing Solar Hot Water* 

Additions | Remodels | Roofing/Siding 
House & Camps lifted for Installation of Foundations 
Specializing in the Installation of 
Pellet & Wood Stoves | Metalbcstos Chimneys 
EPA Certified Renovator | Hardwood & Tile Flooring 
'inquire about Custom Tile Showers St Back Splashs 

(Certified in Lead Paint, Renovation, Repair & Painting) 
802-578- 1610 | NO JOB TOO SMALL! | Residential 8t Commercial 


Fully Insured | Free Estimates | Competitive Rates 


• QUALITY 
• COMMUNITY 
• VALUE 

REGISTER NOW 

www.ccv.edu or at the location nearest you 


COMMUN ITYD 

i i to 


cev\ 

OF VERMONT rr 




CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CUSSES = 


classes 


© THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 

ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


acting 

ACTING FUNDAMENTALS: Jan 

3 -Feb. 7. 6-7:30 p.m.. Weekly 
on Tue. Cost: $130/6-wk class. 
Location: Spark Arts. 180 Flynn 
Ave.. Burlington. InFo: Spark 
Arts. Natalie Miller, 373-4703. 


Instructor: Natalie Miller. 

THE COMPLETE AUDITION 
WORKSHOP: Jaa 8-Feb. 26. 


Cost: $195/8 3-hr. c 


burlingtoncity 

arts 


Ing sculptures. Staff will give 
wheel and hand-building 
demonstrations throughout 


participant All ages. 

DROP-IN: LIFE DRAWING: 

Jaa 9-May 21 6:30-8:30 
p.m.. Weekly on Mon. Cost: 
$8/sesslon S7/BCA member. 
Location: BCA Center. 3rd floor, 
Burlington. This drop-ln class 


child pair. SS/BCA member. 
Location: BCA Center. 3rd floor, 
Burlington. This popular drop- 
ln program introduces young 


DROP-IN: TADPOLE 
PRESCHOOL CLAY: Jan. 13-May 
25. 9:30-1130 am Weekly 
on Frl, Cost: $6/child. $5/ 

BCA member. Location: BCA 


teachings of the masters of 
movement. Pilates. Delsaite, 
Balanchine, Vagonova. Laban 
and Barlenleff for balance and 


DANCE STUDIO SALS ALINA: 


dance experience partner or 
preregistration required. just 
the desire to have fun! Drop 



Wheel Room, 250 
Burtington 
hand- build Ing techniques 


BALANCE. HARMONY. BALLET 

Beginning level. Frt. 11a.m., 

& Mon. 6:45 p.m. Beginner/ 
Intermediate Wed., 5:45 p.m. 
Cost: $13/dass (better rates 
w / studio class card). Location: 
Burlington Dances. 1 Mill St., 
suite 372. Burlington. Info: 


drumming 

TAIKO, DJEMBE. CONGAS & 

Taiko Space. 208 Flynn 
Ave, suite 3-G. Burlington. 
Contemporary Dance & 

Montpelier. AIITogetherNow. 

999-4255. spalon55®gmail. 
com. Burlington! Beginners' 
Taiko starts Tuesday. 
November 8 and January 10: 
kids. 4:30 p.m. S60/6 weeks: 
adults, 5:30 p.m.. S72/6 

and January 9. 5:30 and 7 
p.m. Women's Haitian classes 
start Friday November 11 and 
December 9. 5 p.m. 545/3 


BurlingtonDances.com. Li 
Dyer teaches of mastery o 
: Pilates. Oelsai 
:enleff and balk 


the mind, heart and body. 
Learn about meaning and 
self-expression. Classes serve 
as an Incubator to Inspire the 
processofself-developmem. 


(550 for students/seniors). 
Location: Champlain Club. 
20Crowley St., Burlington. 


weeks: Tuesdays for beginners: 
Wednesdays for upper levels. 
Instructors: Shirley McAdam 


The Champlain Club. 20 
Crowley SL. Burlington. SL 
Albans. Colchester. Info: 
First Step Dance. 598-6757. 


all needed tying m: 
Students need the 


flynnarts 






fishing 


14 or 15. 2-4 p.m. Cost: 5120/ 
course. Location: Schirmer's 
Fly Shop. 34 Mills Ave. S. 
Burlington. Info: 863-6105, 
schlrmersflyshop@gmail. 
com schirmersflyshop.com. 

by Schirmer's Fly Shop is for 
beginners whowould like to 
become strong Intermediate 


FLYMMARTS 


Burlington. Acting, singing, 
dance, standup comedy, jazz 

making and more! Children, 
teens and adults all welcome, 
scholarships available as 


3. 9-10:45 a.m. S45/3 weeks. 
Beginning Cuban Bata starts 
Sunday. November 20. 1:30-3 
p,m„ S45/3 weeks. Montpelier 
Thursdays! Haitian starts 

1:30-230 p.m. S4S/3 weeks. 
East Montpelier Th ursdays! 

10. 5:30 p.m. S45/3 weeks. 
Cuban congasstart December 
8. 545/3 weeks. Taiko starts 
November 10 and December 8, 


empowerment 

LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS: 

A WORKSHOP ON THE 
TEMPERAMENTS: Dec. H 1-5 
p.m. Cost: S49/workshop. 


workshop will employ intuitive 
storytelling movement and 
exploration of personal sym- 
bols and cultural mythology. 


be holdl ng placement sessions 
for grades 5-12 and adults on 
JanuarylO. Oance exhibition 
"Open Marley Nights' is accept 


listings and to register 

gardening 


Location: Various locations. 
Bennington. Brattleboro. 
Johnson. Lyndon, Montpelier, 
Middlebury. Newport. 


STONE WALL WORKSHOP: 

1-day workshops run Jan. 
through Mar. 2012. Cost: 
$100/1- day workshop. 


Queen City Soils Stone. 
Charley MacMartln, 318-2411, 
macmartln6kgc.org queen- 


TEXTURED CLAY POTS: Dec. 
IS. noon-12:45 p.m Location: 
Gardener's Supply Garden 
Center. 472 Marshall Ave., 
Will Is ton. InfO: 658-2433, 


turn simple clay pots into stun- 
ning gifls.Free to attend. No 
preregistration required. 


page or Join our email list oi 
call us. Wisdom of the Herb: 
2012: Apr. 21-22. May 19-20, 


Sep. 8-9. OcL 6-7 S Nov. 3-4 

2012: Spring/Summer Term 
May27.Jun.24S Jul.22. 
2012 S Summer/Fall Term: 
Aug. 19. Sep. 16 S Oct. 14. 
2012. VSAC nondegree gran 
avail, to qualifying appll- 


Info: 456-8122. annie@wis- 
do mof thehe rbsschool. com. 
wisdomoftheherbsschool. 
com. Earth skills for changing 


PORCH POTS: Dec. 8. noon- 
12:45 p.m. Location: Gardener's 
Supply Garden Center. 472 


seasonal splash and color for 
outdoor decorating. Free to 


e living 


horticultural topics: fruit and 
vegetable production, flower 
gardening botany basics, plant 


language 


5175/10 1-hr. classes. Location: 
Spanish In Waterbury Center. 
Waterbury Ctr. Info: Spanish in 
Waterbury Center. 585-1025, 

Spanish classes starting in 
January. Learn fro m a native 
speaker via small classes. 

LANGUAGE » P.72 




:MENSROOMVT COM> 10S 
802 864.2088 


AVEDA 


We re excited to 
welcome our new stylists 

Ryan Bradley 
& Stephanie Bauer 


§ 



59 Industrial Avenue Ulillisten, VT 05495 

uiuiui.doggie<lciv core ’ com 


Gulliver's Doggie Daycare 





IN THE WINTER DO YOU.. .Want to hibernate? 

Feel fatigued and down? Change your sleeping 4 eating habits? 


Diagnostic assessment and treatment consisting 
of a light therapy boi or cognitive- behavioral 
‘talk" therapy wll be offered at no charge. 



| 

r 

s 

Pi 


Btjible participants wilbe compensated up to S470 
lor completing study-related questionnaires S interviews. 


Volunteers, 18 or over, please call (802) 656-9890 

For more information, visit our website atwww.uvm.edu/-sadstudy 


classes 


© THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 

ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


student tutoring. You'll always 
be participat! ng and speaking. 
Lesson packages for travelers: 
get ready for your wt nter trip 


artists will be impressed by our 
instructors' knowledge and hu- 
mility. our realistic approach 
and our straightforward and 


claiming. Location: Burlington 
Shambhala Center, 187 So. 
Winooski Ave.. Burlington 
Info: 658-6795, burlington- 


connecting with your heart By 
simply letting yourself be. as 

sympathy toward yourselt The 


Jltsu. MM A. Wing Chun. Arnis. 
Thinksafe Self-Defense. 

VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 


pilates 


Valley. 257 Pine St. (across 
from Conant Metal & Light). 
Burlington. Info: 951-8900. 
burlingtonalkldo.org. Aikido is 


Williston Info: 660-4072, 
Jullo@bjjusa.com. vermont- 
bjj.com Classes for men. 
women and children. Brazilian 


abilities to discover greater 
ease and enjoyment In life by 
integrating physical therapy. 


aerobic conditioning circular 
movements, and pinning and 
throwing techniques. We also 


Instill courage and self-confi- 


cycling. Come experience our 
welcoming atmosphere skill- 
ful instructors and beautiful, 
light-filled studlo-your first 


and teenagers, ages 7-17. We 
also offer classes for children 
ages 5-6. Classes are taught 
by Benjamin Pincus Sensei. 
Vermont's only fully certified 
(Shidoin) Aikido teacher. 

(2nd floor). Burlington. Info: 
Vermont Aikido, 862-9785. 

for Children (ages 6-12) at 


Champion and 3-tlme Rio de 
Janeiro State Champion. Rio 
de Janeiro. Brazil. 

VING TSUN KUNG FU: Mon. 


Burlington. Info: 863-3369, 
ludlle@naturalbodiespilates. 
com. NaluralBodlesPllates. 

com Yoi/ve heard of the Seal. 


along with your regular Pil 
practice, you will relieve st 
promote whole-body heall 


ings. 930-10:30. $50 monthly 
fee includes uniform you get to 
take home. Alkldotrains body 
and spmt together, promoting 
physical flexibility with flowing 


Burlington. Inro: MOY TUNG 
KUNGFU. Nick. 318-3383. 
KUNGFU.VT@GMAIL.COM. 
MOYTUNGVT.COM. Traditional 
Moy Vat Vlng T sun Kung Fu. 
Learn a highly effective com- 


reiki 

ANIMAL REIKI I CLASS: Jan. 
7-8,10 a.m.-4 p.m. Cost: 
$190/12-hr. class. Location: 


MARTIAL WAY SELF-DEFENSE 
CENTER: Please visit website 
for schedule. Location: Martial 
Way Self Defense Center, 3 

St Albans. Info: 893-8893. 


out of the equation: with the 
time-tested Ving Tsun system 
simple principles work with 
any body type. Free introduc- 


McOermott-Burns, 746-8834. 
kelly@heartsongreiki.com. 
heartsongrelki.com. This is the 
foundation for self-care and 


courteous staff and a r 
dltional approach that 
the beginning student 







OK our thriving massage 
practice. Participate in our 
community blog: evolullonvt. 
com/evoblog, 

HAPPY HIPS FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS: Dec. 11-18,1:30- 


punches on your class card. 
Location: studloM Yoga. 

179 MalnSt. (above Linda's 
Apparel). Vergennes. Info: 
studloMyoga.com. 399-0083. 


studioMyoga.com. With Misa 
Und berg. Gentle mix of flow- 

yin postures to open the hips 
and relieve tension. Register 
for the series or single class 
by December ID In studio or 
by phone or email. For more 


guide beginners as 
experienced yogis ; 
tlvely expand our a 


=1 CHAMPLAIN 
> COLLEGE 

Graduate Studies 


yoga 


Celebrate the Magic of Childhood! 


Check out our Hexbug habitats and Inchworms. 


MASTER 

YOUR FUTURE 

with Champlain’s Online Mediation 
& Applied Conflict Studies 
Master’s Program. 

• PROJECT-BASED LEARNING. 


Apply graduate- level knowledge 
^rpmedialely Into your workplace 

• MULTIDISCIPLINARY MASTERY. 

on the four fundamental 
^fismpetencies of conflict resolution. 

, • PRACTITIONER-FACULTY. 

Hfetabisi ied leaders in the field with a 

■broad i 


to Request an Information Packet 

CALL 1-866-282-7259 


eBoc Crocodile Creek 
•»*«' scwoch© pn 


go.champlain.edu/msm 


Jamie Two Coats 
Toyshop^ ^ 
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Rarified Air 


Jeremy Harple and Victor Veve go Hollywood 
with a new band, the Aerolites by dan bolles 



T he Aerolites’ Jeremy 
Harple and Victor 
Veve hardly seem 
like glitzy Hollywood 
types. Veve, 31, seated at a table 
by the front window at Muddy 
Waters on a recent Thursday af- 
ternoon, sports a wild beard and 
a long, unkempt mane of hair 
beneath his crisp, blue trucker 
hat. Across the table, Harple, 
33, is unassuming clean shaven, 
and clad in muted browns and 
yellows and a cocked fedora. 
But as Vermont audiences will 
discover when die Burling- 
ton band plays at die Higher 
Ground Showcase Lounge this 
Saturday, looks can be deceiv- 
ing. And so can sounds. 

Earlier this year, the duo 
went to Hollywood to record 
die Aerolites' debut album. The 
self-titled record, due out in 
early 2012, features some high- 
wattage star power, including 
die Allman Brodiers' bass- 
ist Oteil Burbridge and Kenny 
Aronoff, a renowned studio 
drummer who currently plays 
with the Tedeschi Trucks Band. 
Producer Oliver Leiber — son of 
die late, famed songwriter and 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in- 
ductee Jerry Leiber (“Stand By 
Me," “Hound Dog" etc.) — engi- 
neered and coproduced the al- 
bum. Vermont expat filmmaker 
and musician Martin Guigui 
also coproduced. 

That’s certainly a cast wor- 
diy of La La Land. But as Guigui 
is quick to point out, Harple 
and Veve are the true stars of 
the show. 

“Their songwridng is 
unique," writes Guigui in a re- 
cent email. “It's a mesh of many 
old-school influences. But the 
lyrics are addicting, offbeat, po- 
etic phrases with quirky melo- 
dies diat create a radier inde- 
finable style.” 

Harple and Veve have been 
crafting that style, which 
Harple has been known to neb- 
ulously define as “rebel folk," 
for die better part of 20 years. 
The two have played together 
in various configurations since 


they were teenagers, and claim 
to have 400 original songs be- 
tween them. 

Veve estimates die Aerolites 
is “at least" the duo's third band 
togedier. The most notable of 
those was Speakeasy, a popu- 
lar local band active in the late 
1990s and early 2000s. Both 
songwriters say they’ve taken 
profound lessons from their 
experiences in that group — 
lessons that manifested in the 
creation of the Aerolites' debut. 
Though, curiously, Speakeasy 
never cut a record. 

“It was a slammin’ band," 
says Veve of Speakeasy. “But 
we made a mistake never mak- 
ing an album." He adds diat 
the group’s grueling gig sched- 
ule, some 200 shows per year 
diroughout the Northeast, was 
a double-edged sword. “Play- 
ing too many shows ._ it can kill 
your momentum.” 

Since Speakeasy, Harple has 
since gone on to a modesdy suc- 
cessful solo career; Veve joined 


local reggae act Lambsbread. 
But it was only a matter of time 
before die two would feel the 
itch to collaborate again. While 
the duo were on a recent road 
trip to a Harple gig in Roches- 
ter, N.Y, idle banter in the car 
turned to a serious discussion 
of a shared vision of what dieir 
music could and should be. 

“We realized we had to do 
another project," says Harple. 
They began brainstorming the 
various connections they had 
throughout the music indus- 
try, which led them to Guigui, 
Leiber, Aronoff and Burbridge. 

Last February, Harple and 
Veve spent 14 days in LA, 13 of 
them in the studio. 

“We were sleeping, eat- 
ing and breadiing music," says 
Harple. “It was exciting I'd 
never had die opportunity to 
just dedicate two weeks of my 
time solely to music.” 

Those sessions were marked 
by a number of strange coinci- 
dences. It turns out Leiber had 


originally planned to name his 
studio Speakeasy - he went 
with Chez Olivier instead. 
An effects pedal in the studio 
was called “Clyde," which is 
the name of an Aerolites song. 
There was also some numero- 
logical weirdness. All of the 
band members’ hotel-room 
numbers added up to seven 
- 313, 331, etc. - and so did 
the street address of Lieber's 
studio. (For what it's worth, 
the print date for this story is 
Wednesday, December 7 ... in 
Seven Days. Cue the “Twilight 
Zone" theme song.) 

Another more tangible coin- 
cidence is that Guigui’s film-ed- 
iting suite was one block from 
Leiber's recording studio in LA 
During the Aerolites' sessions, 
Guigui was editing a new hor- 
ror film. Beneath the Darkness, 
starring Dennis Quaid. During 
a break, Guigui invited Harple 
and Veve to watch a rough cut 
of the flick, whose central char- 
acter smokes electric cigarettes. 


The next day, Veve and Harple 
had a new song, “Electric Ciga- 
rette." That tune will appear 
on the soundtrack, alongside 
songs by Alison Krauss, War- 
ren Haynes and Bret Michaels, 
among others. 

“Jeremy and Vic frickin' 
nailed it," Guigui enthuses. 

Harple says working with 
experienced producers in 
Leiber's studio helped him be- 
come comfortable relinquish- 
ing control of his songs and 
accepting outside input. That's 
often tough for a songwriter 
to do, especially one who has 
worked solo for so long. But 
he says it has helped when 
bringing songs to the Aerolites’ 
touring band, which includes 
Death and Lambsbread drum- 
mer Dannis Hackney, guitarist 
Micah Sanguedolce and bassist 
Ian Wade. Though Harple and 
Veve split songwriting duties, 
arranging is a group effort 

“It's nerve-wracking to give 
up control,” Harple admits. 
“But you learn that any choice 
you make ultimately has to 
serve the song.” 

He cites “Every Third Day” 
ns an example. Originally 
written in Harple’s familiar 
rebel-folk mold, the version 
diat appears on the record is a 
bouncy, piano-driven pop song. 
Reimagined by Leiber, it’s a ra- 
dio-friendly hit in waiting. De- 
spite its glossy sheen, the song 
somehow retains Harple’s sig- 
nature gritty style, which cre- 
ates a gripping contrast. 

“The collective focus and 
goal was to make an album that 
was true to the songs' inner 
voices,” says Guigui. 

“We really aimed to show- 
case the Aerolites’ diverse, 
eclectic style," he continues. 
“We made this one just right, 
the way they used to back in the 
day.” ® 
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Taking a Leak 

Whisde-blowing website 
WikiLeaks has come 
under fire from rankled 
governments around the 
globe that have taken 
exception to the site airing 
their innermost dirt)’ secrets 
— or, you know, doing major 
media journalists' jobs. So 
pissed are they, in fact, that 
a financial blockade has 
been erected in an attempt 
to cripple the site — which 
it has, at least for now. 
WikiLeaks has suspended 
its publishing indefinitely, 
since no one who lives in 
the current century can 
send it money. Wanna 
send WikiLeaks some 
cash to help it continue 
unearthing damning political 
communiques? Cool. Just 
don't use a major credit 
card, PayPal, Western Union 
or the Bank of America. 

They - aka “the man" - 
won't let you. Maybe try 
bartering in livestock? Offer 
an interesting trade? Got any 
gold handy? 

Better yet, drop by the 
Black Door in Montpelier 
this Saturday, December 
10, when accordionist david 
symons and his newish band, 
the brass balagan, throw a 
benefit to aid the website and 
raise some cold, hard cash — 
like, the paper kind — which 
they will then send, either 
via snail mail or in a sack 
with a dollar sign on it, to 
WikiLeaks. 

Symons, best known for 
his work with the black sea 
quartet and, more recently, 

INNER FIRE DISTRICT, writes 

that he'll begin the evening 
with some special guests 
playing a set of bertoltbrecht 
tunes, his own instrumental 
compositions and "probably 
some klezmer, tom waits 
and Shostakovich thrown in 
for good measure.” Well, of 

course. 

Symons will then be 
joined by the free-spirited 
Balagan, which he claims 
is “Vermont's finest red- 


coverall-wearing radical 
brass band.” According to 
WikiLeaks, that’s true. 

Just a head's up, the 
suggested donation for the 
evening is $5 to $500. Really. 
Give generously. 

Bruuuuuuce! 

Last week I promised a 
review of the new UTAH 
Phillips tribute album, Long 
Gone: Utah Remembers Bruce 
"Utah" Phillips, which has 
a release party slated for 
Wednesday, December 7, 
at Burlington's North End 
Studios featuring local folkie 
rik palieri and Utah’s son. 
duncan Phillips, the latter of 
whom compiled the comp. It 
turns out I lied. (Sorta.) 

I had every intention of 
reviewing the record this 
week. It’s spectacular, and 
a perfect entry point into 
discovering one of America’s 
great songwriters. Problem 
is, it's entirely composed of 
contributions from Utah- 
based lunesmidis. Utah - get 
it? 

At the time, I figured the 
Palieri connection would 
fulfill the requisite VT 
angle. And under normal 
circumstances it would have. 
But in recent weeks we've 
been deluged with an almost 
unprecedented flood of new 
local releases. Though that's 
a nice problem to have, as 
it is, we won't get to them 
all before the new year. So I 
couldn't in good conscience 
review a nonlocal record 
with so much VT music in 
the queue. 

That said, I'd encourage 
you to check out the show, 
especially if you’ve been 
caught up in the Occupy 
Wall Street movement 
For, as Utah himself once 
put it, "In a modern-day, 
mass-marketing economy, 
a revolutionary song is any 
song that you choose to sing 


yourself — welcome to the 
revolution.” 

Indeed. 

BiteTorrent 

ANDERS PARKER (VARNALINE, 

gob iron, cloud badge) began 
a diree-week Monday 
residency at Radio Bean last 
week. The lanky, bearded 
songwriter writes that he 
will be trying out some 
brand-new acoustic material 
as well as test-driving tunes 
from a forthcoming project 
he recently completed with 
MY MORNING JACXET'S JIM JAMES, 
SUN VOLT'S JAY FARRAR - the 

other half of Gob Iron, BTW 

- and CENTRCLMATIC's WILL 
Johnson. Apparently, the boys 
gave some old woody guthrie 
tunes the Mermaid Avenue 
treatment for an album 
diat comes out on Rounder 
Recorils in January. Color me 
intrigued. 


Band Name of the Week: 
emynd. The fun-loving 
bilingual kids from bonjour- 
hi! unveiled a new Friday- 
night residency at Red 
Square last week, called 
Night/Vision. The gist is 
that they take over the DJ 
boodi in the main room - as 
opposed to the Blue Room, 
the back-alley space to which 


house music is typically 
banished at the Square - 
invite some fellow party 
people to spin and generally 
get their untz-untz on. 

This week, internationally 
renowned Philly-based 
DJ and producer Emynd 
— pronounced “E-mind” — 
joins the crew to spin some 
of his seriously cool Bmore 
club mutes. Check it out diis 
Friday, December 9. 


It seems there really is a 
wish-granting genie that 
resides in my column. (Go 
ahead and rub it. 1 dare you.) 
No, I haven’t met PENtLOPE 
cruz ... yet. But last week, 

I casually mentioned that 

played out more often. Their 
last two records have been 
among my favorites locally, 
a quirky blend of geek rock 
and surf-punk that sates 
my thirst for, well, geeky 
surf-punk. As it turns out, 
die band has a gig coming up 
this Friday, December 9, at 
die Monkey House with two 
other pretty rocking outfits 
that deserve to be on your 
collective radar. The first 
is Burlington’s dino bravo. 
a band descended from 
late, great debauchery-rock 
sorta-legends party star. 

I’ve caught them in passing 
a couple of times now and 
can say they live up Id their 
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Antique, Vintage 8e 
Modern Furnishings 
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Holiday Gifts 

Furniture ■ Art • Acoeesorie 
Gift Certificates Available 
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ARTEMIS 

FITNESS 

strength for life 


GIVE THE GIFT 
OF HEALTH 

Looking for a gift this holiday 
season? Treat your mom, sister, 
daughter or yourself to 30 days 
of personal training for $89. 

Includes fitness consultation, personal 
training sessions and group sessions. 
Stop by Artemis or check our 
website for more details 

Try a FREE sample group, 
Saturday 10am! 


802 - 448-3769 


WWW.ARTEMISFITNESSVT.COM 


WED. 07 

burtington area 

1/2 LOUNGE Ilf, Mind with DJ Craig 

CLUB METRONOME: 2K Deep and 
Mushpost present dusterf'k (EDM). 9 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE Paul 
Asbell & ClWe Stats (jazz). 7 p.m.. 


MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open MIC 
MONKEY HOUSE: MSR S. AM Present: 



()azz). 7 pm. Free. DJ CreB (hlp-hopl. 
11p.m.. Free. 


central 

BAGITOS: Acoustic Blues Jam. 6 pm. 

THE BLACK DOOR Swing Night With 

GUSTO'S: Open Mic with John 

PURPLE MOON PUB: Phlneas Gage 
(bluegrass), 8p.m. Free 

champlain valley 


ON THE RISE BAKERY Open Blues 

northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Audrey Be rnstelna 
the ^ung Jazzers (Jazz), 7:30 pm. 

MOOG'S: Dale and Darcy (folk). 8:30 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic. B p.m. Free. 


THU. 08 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Dan Uptak (Jazz), 7p.m.. 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: Bruce in the USA (Bruce 


LEUNIG'S 8ISTR0 & CAFt Mike 
LIFT: DJ Josh Bugbee (hip-hop). 10 




War Games Based in Philly but with Burlington roots, indie trio good old war are 
making national waves with an infectious brand of wistful, harmony-laden pop. Last year's self- 
titled sophomore release was a favorite of indie tastemakers across the country and has audiences 
clamoring for their next one - rumored to be ready as early as March 2012. In the meantime, this 
Friday, December 9, the band reconnects with Queen City crowds at the Higher Ground Showcase 
Lounge. VALEMMICH opens. 
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hard -partying rep. Or, as 
DB’s matt perry warns in a 
recent email, ‘There will be 
people drinking and laughing 
and dancing. Also, most 
of the people there will be 
good looking.” Duly noted. 
The other band on the bill 
is Montpelier's concrete 
rivals, another surf-rock 
group about whom I've long 
been curious and have heard 
great things. All of which 
was recently confirmed 
when diey sent along dieir 
killer debut album. Eat Their 
Weight in Snakes. Look for a 
proper review next week. 


S peak ingof new releases, 
whiskey-grass auteurs gold 
town have a new self-titled 
CD in hand, which they will 
celebrate by opening for hot 
day at the zoo this Friday, 
December 9, at Nectar's - 
see die HDATZ spodight 
on page 78. Not to spoil the 
review diat will eventually 
wind up in these pages, 
but, 3S Gold Town's self- 
described genre implies, it's 
a rollicking take on bluegrass 
that really does go quite well 
with whiskey. 


Continuing on a theme — 
new releases, not whiskey 

ANDREW PARKER-RENGA. 

recendy relocated to Boston, 
is unveiling two tracks 
from a set he recorded at 
Nectar's in October, Hie 
two tracks, "Drawing Dead" 


and “The Apprehensive 
Carpenter" will be available 
for free download at 
aprmusic.bandcamp.com on 
Wednesday, December 7. To 
celebrate, APR has two VT 
shows this week: Thursday, 
December 8, at the Bee's 
Knees in Morrisville and 
Saturday, December 10, at 
Nectar’s. 


Newish rock outfit phil yates 
& the aft hates were among 
the more pleasant surprises 
of 2011. Yates’ solo EP, 
Tumble Stairs, wormed its 
way into my regular rotation 
this summer widi unabashed 
pop hooks, sugar-sweet 
harmonies and some of die 
catchiest damn melodies this 
side of die las. I’m pretty 
sure I had the chorus from 
“Good Morning to You" stuck 
in my head until Labor Day. 
Anyway, Friday, December 
9, at Radio Bean will be 
your last chance to see the 
band for a while. Following 
diat hometown gig, diey'U 
be gearing up for a short 
run of out-of-town dates in 
January, including a stop in 
Philly opening for the dead 
kenneoys' joe jack talcum. 


The nominees for this 
year's Grammy awards were 
announced recendy, and 
the Green Mountains were 
well represented, grace 
potter was nominated not 
once but twice for her duet 


with country superstar 
kenny chesney on “You and 
Tequila.” The song nabbed 
nods for Best Duo/Group 
Country Performance and 
Best Country Song. Also 
receiving a nomination was 
local composer al conti, 
whose album Northern 
Seas is up in the Best New 
Age Album category, which 
apparendy really exists. 

Or does it? (Sorry. That's 
about as deep as I get into 
new-age philosophy.) In 
any event, congrats to our 
local nominees. Hopefully 
diey won't be joining die 
lovely neko case as ‘'two-time 
Grammy losers.” (Neko’s 
words, not mine ... call me, 
Neko!) 


Last but not least, mark your 
calendars for Wednesday, 
December 14. That night. 


at both Nectar’s and 
Club Metronome, Thread 
Magazine will pit some of 
Burlington's finest acts from 
across the musicsphere 
against each other in a no- 
holds-barred, steel-cage 
death match called 1 Make 
Music to decide, once and for 
all, who the greatest band in 
die history of Vermont really 
is. Or at least which BTV 
band should get a spread in 
an upcoming issue of Thread 
and some studio time. Full 
details next week. © 



Listening In 

Once again, this week's 
totally self-indulgent 
column segment in 

sampling of what was 
on my IPod, turntable. 
CD player. 8 -track player, 
etc, this week. 

R.E.M., 

Part Lies Part Heart 
Part Truth Part 
Garbage 1982-2011 

Concrete Rivals. 




FF®EE 

C 0.\( Ef I ! 

Celebrating Refugee & Immigrant 
Women in our Community 

Featuring 

CLEON DOUGLAS 
Jamaican Recording Artist & Friends 
JEAN CHARLES 
Haitian Guitarist 

SAT. DEC 17 • 3PM -5PM 
Carribbean Food! 


North End Studios, Studio A 
294 N. Winooski Ave. 
Donations Accepted 
For info: 578-4336, kmcrae auvm.edu 
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802. 881. 0068 • nidovl.com 
209 College St.. Suite 2e 
Burlington, Vermont 




central 

BAGITOS: Aristocratic Peasants (lolk). 



CHARLIE 0‘S: Joe Fletcher and the 
Wrong Reasons (alt-country). 10 p.m. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 


Jonny P (Top40),9 p.m„ $2. 

PURPLE MOON PUB: Wylie Shipman 



cliamplain valley 

51 MAIN: Folk by Asscolatlon (folk). 8 



Don’t Feed the Animals What do you do when conventional music 


genre tags don't fit? Invent your own, that's what. Massachusetts-based quartet HOT DAY AT THE ZOO 
did just that, coining the term “zoo grass" to describe their frantic blend of rock, jazz, ragtime and. 
of course, bluegrass. And given the wooly, animalistic energy of their renowned live show, its an 
apt term. Catch the band at Nectar's this Friday, December 9. Local whiskey-grass progenitors 
gold town open the show and celebrate the release of a new album. 



ROADSIDE TAVERN: DJ Diego (Top 
RUSTY NAIL Nlghtraln (rock). 9p.m„ 


regional 

MONOPOLE: Capital Zen (rack). 10 

OUVE RIDLEY'S: Ten Year Vamp 
(rock). 10 p.m.. NA. 

TABU CAFt & NIGHTCLUB: All Night 
Dance Party with DJ Toxic (Top 40). 5 


SUN. 11 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Open Tabl eswlth Mario 
Marie (house). 9 p.m.. Free. 

CLUB METRONOME: There Is No Place 






REVIEW this 



Linda Bassick, 

Tickle Belly 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD) 

Linda Bassick made a name for herself 
as a backup singer and member of 
local 1970s rock cover band Mellow 
Yellow. Finally, she has released a solo 
debul album, Tickle Belly. Clocking in 
at a scant seven songs and a brisk 22 
minutes, die record is a short, sweet 
affair. But as the old showbiz axiom 
goes, it's better to leave ’em wanting 
more. Bassick largely does just that, 
delivering a record long on sturdy 
songcraft and rock-solid performances 
and loaded with potential. 

A laid-back acoustic groove opens 
the record and introduces the lead 
track, "Live and Learn.” Bassick has a 
distinctive and malleable voice. Here, 
she favors a thin, edgy delivery that 
imparts a hint of prickly frustration to 
musings on the grind of daily minutiae 
and the feeling that she’s seen it all 
before. “The more we live, the more 
we learn. / The more we know, the 
more we bum,” she sings. It's a jaded 
sentiment. But it’s somewhat softened 
by her shrugging, almost dismissive 

Bassick's vocal versatility is on 
full display on the followingcut, "Get 
Along.” A lackadaisical lead-guitar 
line meanders alongside a fluttering 
acoustic progression. More full throated 
than on the preceding song, Bassick's 
croon is emotionally charged as she 
pleads for just a little peace, love and 
understanding 

If the record has a flaw, it's that 
Bassick tends to lean heavily on 
is of that tried-and-true 


rhythmic groove common to acoustic 
pop — think of every G. Love song ever 
written. Throughout the record, she 
mixes tempos and moods to decent 
effect. But underneath, particularly 
through the first four trades, that 
pervasive bounce lurks, and the mildly 
repetitive feel detracts from her obvious 
lyrical strengths. 

However, Bassick is clearly capable 
of mixing it up and presenting her 
considerable songwriting charms under 
different stylistic guises. "Tell Me" is a 
winking roadhouse stomper. “Trudi” 
puts a bluesy spin on that earlier 
acoustic-pop template and features 
Bassick's most ambitious instrumental 
arrangement Album closer “Hangin’” 
is an inventive, head-bobbing blues 
rocker. Its spirited angst suggests that 
Bassick might be at her best when she 
rolls up her sleeves and gets down and 

Linda Bassick plays Radio Bean this 
Sunday, December 1L 

DAN bou.es 

Danny Bick, 

Danny Bick EP 

(SELF-RELEASED, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

If you had to guess where the most 
innovative, West Coast-influenced hip- 
hop in Vermont resided, you’d probably 
point to the state's own left coast and 
die increasingly varied hip-hop scene 
emerging in Burlington. And you would 
be wrong. As the self-titled debut EP 
from Danny Bick reveals, die G-funk eia 
lives on in ... Montpelier? 

If die capital city seems an unlikely 
spot for diat particular brand of laid- 


rhythmically restrained flow frames his 
unique observations with a deceptive 
heaviness — as on “No Landlord.” 

Don’t be fooled. While there’s an 
undercurrent of genuine angst and 
disillusionment diroughout the EP. 

Bick uses it to his advantage, illustrating 
absurdities and foibles in his own life 
almost like a good standup comedian. 
Inventive beats courtesy of Brooklyn- 
based producer Quarters bolster that 
cunningapproach with a blend of West 
Coast bounce and gritty Southern grind. 

The lead track, “Necklace," is where 
we meet the aforementioned diabetic 
girlfriend. “My girl’s a Type-1 diabetic,” 
he explains with a sleepy, sub-melodic 
flow. “When her body wants sugar she’s 
gonna die if she don’t get it." Whether 
his girl actually lias diabetes is unclear 
— and irrelevant. Bick cleverly uses the 
disease as an allegory for materialism 
masquerading as love. 



“Don’t Worry About Me” is the 
EP’s centerpiece and features Bick’s 
most pop- friendly beats and lyrical 
it. well, it is. Though flow. Here, he dishes on the vagaries 


back hip-hop to 
local hip-hop is certainly alive and well 
in the shadow of the Golden Dome 
— thank you, Mr. Yee and Tank — it 
generally bears more of an East Coast 
vibe. But, born in San Jose, Bick comes 
by his Cali roots honestly. And rather 
than disingenuously ape the chest- 
thumping gangsta lean of Snoop Dogg 
and Dr. Dre, Bick infuses his music 
with wry self-deprecation, favoring 
winking turns of phrase about diabetic- 
girlfriends and waiting tables rather 
than Glock-waving braggadocio. 

Bick is often irreverent and 
humorous, though not to the overt 
degree of say. Das Racist. But his steady, 


www.sos-geek.co m 



Rent-a-Geek 


1-888-SOS-GEEK 

Friendly On-site Computer Support 



of his day job and trying to convince 
his friends and family that he is doing 
something with his life beyond slinging 
eggs Benedict at a diner. It’s amusing, 
poignant and oddly touching — 
especially if you've ever been stuck in 
a shit job, praying for a dream to come 
in. So here’s a thought: Just play ’em the 
EP, Danny. They'll get it. 

Danny Bick play two shows this 
Saturday, December 10: an early gig 
at Red Square in Burlington with 
Montpelier's Champagne Dynasty and, 
later, back home at Charlie O's for a hip- 
hop showcase widi Mr. Yee. 

DAN BOLLES 


®GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


IFYOl/RE AN INDEPENDENT ARTIST OF 
DAN BOLLES C/0 SEVE' - - 


JD MAKING MUSICIN 


0. CHAMPLAIN ST. ST 


t SEND YOUR CD TO US 
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WE'RE BACK! 

Woolen Goods & Gifts 
from Around the World! 

Across from Sears, University Mall 


200± VEHICLES • Cars, Trucks, SUVs, 
Vans, & MORE! • OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 
VINTAGE AUTO PARTS <® 9:30AM! 


VEHICLE AUCTION 


131 Dorset Lane, Williston, VT 

Partial List: 

'07 Honda Ridge 
'06 Ford Font 
•04 Toyota Piii 


daCR-V 


/image Auto Parts: 

Emblems, Lights. 
*03 Jeep Cherokee Trim. Radios, etc 

& MANY MORE! List Subject to Change 

Updates: THCAuction.com 

THOMAS HIRCHAK CO -800-634-7653 



fti(| Hill Farm Vermont Hard cyder and Brandy 



music 


Nik NOT AVAILABLE AA: ALL AGI NCNPCOVEtl 



Everybody Do the Dinosaur In the two years since the release of their last album, the defiantly 
abrasive Worldwild, Brooklyn's pterooactyl have chilled the eff out. At leasta little bit The band's new album - and third for 
Jagjaguwar sub-imprint Brah Records — Spills Out finds the trio tempering its trademark frenetic art noise with a decidedly 
melancholy mood swing and an unabashedly pop-centric approach. Though no less adventuresome or provocative than the earlier 
work, the record marks a notable evolution in both style and substance. On Wednesday, December 14, Pterodactyl play the Monkey 
House in Winooski. 


MON. 12 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Family Night Open Jam. 
MONKEY HOUSE: Paper thick Walls 






ON TAP BAR I, GRILL Open Ml c with 



RED SQUARE Industry Night with 
Robbie J (hip-hop), 11 pm., Free. 

ROZZI S LAKESHORC TAVERN: Trivia 


Night. 8 pm.. Free. 

with Dakota (hip-hop). 10 p.m.. Free. 

central 

BAGITOS: Open MIC 7 p.m., Free. 


northern 



TUE.13 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: DJ Dan (reggae).IO 


champlain valley 

51 MAIN: Qulzz Night (trivia). 7 p.m., 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Monster 
HltsKaraoke.9p.nv Free 

northern 

MOOG'S: Open Mlc/Jam Night 8:30 



RED SQUARE: 5tarline Rhythm Boys 
(rockabilly).7pm..Free DJCre8 
(hip-hop). Tl pm.. Free. 

central 

BAGITOS: Acoustic Blues Jam 6 p.m.. 

THE BLACK DOOR: Comedy Night 
with B.O.B. (standup), 8 p.m.. Free 

MULLIGAN'S DISH PUB: Open MIC 

champlain valley 


(acoustic). 8 p.m., SB. 

northern 

BEE'S KNEES Michael Murdock 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Open MIc, 8 p.m., Free 
OUVE RIDLEYS: Completely 
Stranded (improv comedy). 7:30 p.m. 






- EXPANDED LUNCH AND DINNER HOURS - 
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refined comfort food H at comfortable prices 
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art 


Net Gain 


Barbara Wagner, Green Mountain Fine Art Gallery 


§ 


5 

3 


P ainter Barbara Wagner gives 
the old aphorism “nothing 
ventured, nodiing gained" a 
more positive spin in the tide 
of her solo exhibition at Stowe’s Green 
Mountain Fine Art Gallery: “Something 
Ventured - Something Gained." The 
“something gained" is IS exuberant 
mixed-media abstractions from several 
different series. 

Wagner doesn’t render objects from 
the real world; rather, she creates bril- 
liant expressions of color and texture, 
organized int 

tions. In an online 
artist’s statement, 
she writes, "Abstraction sets me free. 
It encourages exploration of aesthetic 
richness and complexity, and pushes 
me into uncharted territory.” That 
push happily sends viewers into un- 
charted territory, as well. 

The “Looking Eastward" series 
incorporates fabrics and collage ele- 
ments to invent opulent surfaces with 
varied textures and engaging rhythms. 
At 28 by 40 inches, “Looking Eastward 
#13” is the largest piece in its series 
presented here. It's a rumpled field 
of pale white and silvery gray impasto 
and shreds of patterned collage. Three 
areas of crimson and Hooker's green, 
blended with other dark colors, float 
across the canvas. Wagner sets up a 
triangular composition as sturdy as 
any Renaissance painting using a simi- 
lar device. 

Other pieces from the series are 
smaller, with the most petite just eight 
inches square. “Looking Eastward #6” 
is a wonderful blue abstraction with 
gold fabrics buried in the paint. It's a 
departure from the warm, almost gau- 
dy tones that Wagner typically favors. 
“Looking Eastward #9" is an 8-by-8- 
inch canvas containing snippets of 
patterned fabrics in a convoluted sur- 
face of earthy hues, spiced with a bit 
of lavender. The relatively more open 
lower left and upper right corners of- 
fer a bit of breathing space, and they 
help create circular movement in the 
composition. Wagner stretched the 
little canvases in the "gallery wrap” 
style, extending the painted surface 
around the stretchers' edges. In this 




WAGNER CREATES BRILLIANT EXPRESSIONS 
OF COLOR AND TEXTURE, 

ORGANIZED INTO ENGAGING COMPOSITIONS. 


way each picture becomes a three-di- 
mensional object. 

Several paintings from the “Tracks 
and Traces" group have more organic 
hues titan those found in other series. 
“Tracks and Traces #9” features the 
colors of late autumn: sienna, ocher 
and drifts of white. The 36-by-40-inch 
work has slivers of darkness embed- 
ded in impasto-white areas and the 
reddish brown of raw sienna at upper 
right. 

"Tracks and Traces #24," at 32 by 
38 inches, has a similar light-valued 
background. Patches of color, like 
leaves frozen into pond ice, are scat- 
tered over the surface. Here the sienna 
area, a focal point, is above and to the 
left of center. 

Wagner’s “In the Year of the Buf- 
falo" group debuted several years ago, 
and a few pieces from the collection 
appear in this exhibit. Those works 
have a more linear compositional 
structure, with horizontal bands divid- 
ing the picture planes into several sec- 
tions. The 32-by-26-inch “In the Year 
of the Buffalo #5” is broken into four 
large horizontal segments. Squares are 
lined up like building blocks within 
the sections, with pale values above 
and darker blues and greens below. A 
bright-purple line traverses the lower 
parts of the canvas, and six abstract 
forms in similar hues run horizontally 
in a band above. 

At a time when narratives seem to 
be all the rage in the visual arts, it's re- 
freshing to see the work of a painter 
enthralled with “the act of painting 
itself, the creation of my own varied 
shapes and textures and the orches- 
tration of color," as Wagner writes. In 
virtuosic hands, the formal, abstract 
elements of painting will never go out 
of style. © 

MARC AWODEY 






NOVEL GRAPHICS FROM THE CENTER FOR CARTOON STUDIES 


art 





BRAWN & PANELED" IS ACOLLABO RATION BETWEEN SEVEN DATS AND THE 
CENTER FOR CARTOON STUOIESIN WHITE RIVER JUNCTION FEATURING 
WORKS BY PAST AND PRESENT STUDENTS. THESE PAGES ARE ARCHIVED 

AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CENTER-FOR-CARTOON-STUOIES FOR MORE INFO 
VISIT CCS ONLINE AT CARTOONSTUOIES.ORG. 








Vermont-Grown 
Christmas Trees 

Choose the freshest 
Trees and support local 
growers! 


Tabletop Poinsettias 

(6-inch pot) 

i Decorate your home 
& give them as gifts! 
Offer ends Dec 15 


OARDU^ 


128 Intervale Road, Burlington 
472 Marshall Avenue, Williston 
(802)660-3505 

Mon-Sat 9am-6pm; Sun 10am-5pm 



CENTRAL VT ART SHOWS 



art 


Vintage Inspired 


Marketplace 


5 for the South End Art Hop this weekend. 

With Work by Lisa Lillibridge and Lorraine Reynolds 


Where Love Stands the 
Test of Time 



OVERWEIGHT SUBJECTS WANTED 

Arc your medical risks affected by the type of fat your body stores? Healthy overweight 
AND lean people (18-40 yr) needed for an 8-wcek NIH study. Participants will receive 
ail food for 8 weeks and S2500 upon completion of the study. 

t 

rr '-~ s 


If interested, please contact Dr. C. Lawrence Kien 
at amwadswoguvm.edu or 802-656-9093. 





FRIDAY 5-8 PM 
SATURDAY 10-5 
SUNDAY NOON-4 


SEABA Center, 


^outtv 

HOLIDAY 

HOP 

DECEMBER 9-11, 2011 

Join us in Burlington’s South End Arts District where you can hop 
and shop local for this year’s gifts. Visit artists’ studios for a range 
of unique, functional and exquisite pieces. Everything from 
stocking stuffers to gifts too big to wrap. Hop till you drop! 


90 


A merchants 

Lake Champlain 




Geri Taper & 
Ronald Braunstein 

The late New York City-based artist 
Geri Taper once said of her work, “The 
images are the music.” The playful 
lines and abstract figures that populate 
her paintings appear to be dancing to 
a melody only Taper could hear. She 
struggled with bipolar disorder, just as 
her son, Ronald Braunstein. does. He, too, 
has explored the intersection of visual art 
and music: Braunstein recently turned 
to painting as a counterbalance to his 
work as conductor of the newly formed 
ME2/orchestra, which he created for 
musicians with mental health issues and 
their advocates. Braunstein's abstract 
work is exhibited alongside his mother's 
in “Portraits/2” at Bristol's Walkover 
Gallery & Concert Room through January 
13. Pictured: "Shredding Series no. 1,” by 
Braunstein. 







Neal Rantoul The scene is totally ridiculous: In the background, a 
herd of taxidermied bighorn sheep are crammed atop a faux-snow-dusted peak; in 
the foreground, a family of faceless mannequins is posed as if on vacation. Each stiff, 
white body sports a brand-new Cabela's outfit. It's just one of the 17 surreal tableaux 
created by the outdoor-gear retailer and photographed by Neal Rantoul. His close-ups 
of wolves — dead behind the glass eyes - and of the cheesy corporate track lighting 
mounted to dramatic ceiling murals "are both too real to be fake and too fake to be 
real," writes Lia Rothstein of White River Junction's PHOTOSTOP. The gallery is 
showing Rantoul^ series “Lions, and Tigers, and Bears (Oh, My!)" through December 
22. Pictured: “Prairie du Chien, WI 




CAROL BOUCHER: New Work." oil pastel paintings 

Centefln MorrisvIlleJnlo. BB8-1261. 

DECEMBER ARTISTS Work by potter Marcia 

photographer WayneTarr. Through December 
Enosburg Falls. Info. 933-6403. 

DECEMBER HOLIOAT SHOW Painting, photog- 

Hero Gallery, fnfo, 372-5049. 

'FESTIVAL OF TREES & LIGHT & MEMBERS SHOW: 


lights; artwork by members. Through December 31 
at Helen Day Art Center In Stowe. Info, 253-83Sa 
FRED SWAN : Pal ntl ngs by the Vermon t artist 
Through December 31 at Village Frame Shoppe & 



going gets tough, the tough get going. 


GIVE A LITTLE PIECE OF VERMONT 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 



Choose from a wide selection of art, pottery, 
glass and wood products to complete your 
home decor as well as Vermont specialty foods 
and gift baskets. 

^ptoarctettai^ 


VFI1M0NT RIFT DARN 
AND GALLERY 

V Wiain ft) ., Sailh BLrtngtOT. VT . 802-668- 7684 
ktotliy - Sal 9am lo 9pro • Sjrlay 10 0 5 
vww.wnKntg&taTicam 


Happy Holiday. 

from all of us 

to all of you! 


Come in and check 
Estate Jewelry Collector 



movies 


Melancholia ★★★★★ 


L eave it to Lars von Trier to begin 
his latest with movie history's most 
transcendently gorgeous spoiler. It's 
a sequence that, except for its final 
seconds, could be an outtake from Kubrick’s 
2001: A Space Odyssey. From a vantage point 
in space, we watch as a giant celestial body 
sails slowly toward the Earth. We listen to 
ominous strains from Wagner’s Tristan und 
Isolde. We realize we're about as far front 
Hollywood as filmmaking gets when our 
planet is obliterated in a cosmic hit-and-run. 

So much for suspense; you might assume. 
Well, not quite. As the Danish writer-director 
has explained: “You can know what happens 
and still not know how it happens." Melan- 
cholia is less concerned with the end of the 
world dinn with how it feels to confront 
that prospect, and it explores its theme on a 
radically intimate scale Where the typical 
tale of global cataclysm drags in screaming 
mobs, dismissive bureaucrats bickering with 
scientists, real-life news media types doing 
cameos as themselves and, of course, lots of 
clock-racing heroes, von Trier focuses almost 
exclusively on the members of one extended 


And what a family it is. His picture is di- 
vided into two parts, each named after one 
of the daughters. The first, entitled "Justine," 
depicts the daylong wedding of a clinically 
depressed young woman played, in the per- 
formanceofhercareer.by Kirsten DunsLThe 

Justine's arrogant brother-in-law, John (Kief- 
er Sutherland). Her sister, Claire (Charlotte 
Gainsboutg), has overseen arrangements for 
the festivities and grows increasingly impa- 
tient ns Justine grows increasingly less fes- 

to the undertow of her condition. 

The viewer doesn't have to look far for 
likely sources of her instability. Justine's 
mother (Charlotte Rampling) is a warped 
and venomous creature. John Hun. 1 have 
concluded, has for some d me pi eyed only two 
types of characters — a dissolute ruffian or a 
dissolute man of means. He's at his blackly 
comic best as Justine's father, an addled gen- 
tleman who inexplicably addresses all wom- 
en his daughter included as "Betty." The 
first act is richly odd and obliquely fumiy. If 
you attend only one movie wedding this year, 
1 urge you to make it Justine's. 


The final act 
is called "Claire” 
and appears to 
take place a short 



which has been 
"hiding behind 



now be seen approaching the Earth. Some 
people — John, for example - accept the 
word of scientists who say it will pass us by, 
offering the spectacle of a lifetime. Others 
believe bloggers who insist it's on a collision 
course As i t draws ever closer, an unexpected 
switch in sisterly dynamics occurs The pre- 
viously composed Claire begins to unravel, 
while Justine assumes a calm, authoritative 


triguingpossibility: that, in a time of unimagi- 
nable catastrophe, the depressive personality 


lieving the universe is benignly ordered- If 
every day feels like the end of the world, the 
end of the world is just another day. 

Melancholia is a stunning achievement ar- 
tistically, intellectually and in terms of filrn- 


superbly conveyed by both actresses. Some 
reviewers haven't known quite what to make 
of it Roger Ebert, for example, suggested that 
"the two sisters exchange personalities." 

A little research reveals that von Trier, 
whose personal struggle with depression is 


rank with the most unsettling and lovely 
ever put on film. As you lock eyes with three 
human beings bracing for the big finish, the 
climax may not come as a surprise. It's a tes- 
tament to von Trier's genius that this doesn't 
stop it from coming as a shock. 

RICK KISONAK 


REVIEWS 


Take Shelter ★★★★ 


A te we wailing for the end of the 
world, or what? Like Melancho- 
lia, writer-director Jeff Nichols’ 
Take Shelter takes apocalyptic 
£ terrors and puts them in intimate, indie- 
o movie terms. The film will probably have va- 
gi cated Vermont screens by the time you read 
Sfj this, or soon after But, with its recent haul 
of Independent Spirit Award nominations, it 
won't leave the public eye 

Where von Trier's film has stylistic brio 

^ character study set and shot in the Ameri- 
— can heartland. It plays like a drawn-out ver- 
6 sion of one of those classic "Twilight Zone" 
2* episodes with an unreliable focal character 
- one who might be a prophet, or just plain 

£ An Ohio construction worker and fam- 
□ ily man, Curtis (Michael Shannon), begins 
w dreaming of a storm of biblical proportions 
jj( that mokes dark rain fall from the churning 
sky and turns people against their near and 
dear ones. It sounds like a prequel to "Hie 
Walking Dead” or a Stephen King flick, ex- 
cept that Curtis experiences his nightly ter- 

. reality. So does the audience, and that conti- 
; nuity makes the dream sequences disturbing 
2 on a deepe r level than anyth ing in the horror 

3 genre. 



Being a methodical midwesterner, Cur- 
tis doesn’t overreact. He knows his mother 
(Kathy Baker) is a diagnosed schizophrenic, 
so he seeks psychiatric advice. At the same 
time, to cover all the bases, he beefs up his 
backyard tornado shelter and carefully dis- 
tances himself from anyone who has at- 
tacked him in his dreams, such as his work 
partner (Shea Whigham). 

But what if those potential monsters 
turn out to include Curtis' loving wile (Jes- 
sica Chastain), who tries hard to tolerate his 
behavior, and their young daughter (Tova 
Stewart)? How long can the family's bonds 


- and its finances - accommodate his ob- 

As the film progresses, it becomes clear 
that, in Nichols' mind, the storm is already 
here The script isn't subtle about the real 
forces closing in on these ordinary folks: 
bank loans, medical bills, job insecurity, 
dread of the future. Whether Curtis' fixa- 

traction, it's a topical conceit that could have 
been painfully ham-handed if embodied by a 
lesser performer. 

But Shannon, the lanky, antsy actor who 
also starred in Nichols' Shotgun Stories, 


is nothing short of brilliant. In all but one 
scene, he keeps his performance quiet, let- 
ting the pinched tension in his face convey 
the character's unraveling. Like his daughter, 
who is deaf (and tends to accompany him in 
his dreams), Curtis doesn't have much use 
for words. Most of the communication falls 
to his wife, who is patient but no caricature 
of selfless devotion. Chastain matches Shan- 
non with her fourth star-making perfor- 

When it came to ending the film, Mchols 
gave himself a nasty dilemma: Stick with the 
kitchen-sink realism, or literalize the storm 
coming? His resolution isn't one, and some 
viewers will leave frustrated or arguing. (A 
film that dared to go further with a similar 
doomsday premise, well into the realm of 
theodicy and bitter religious debates, was 
Michael Tolkin’s The Rapture. Maybe it’s 
time to dust that one off.) 

Overall, Take Shelter would have ben- 
efited from a tighter structure like those of 
the horror films it sometimes mirrors: Chill- 
ing parables are more chilling when they’re 
brief. Still, this is a showcase for two of the 
best actors of our time that resonates both 
figuratively and — when the thunder booms 
- literally. 

MARGOT HARRISON 




= MOVIE CLIPS = 


NEW IN THEATERS 

NEW YEAR'S EVE: Young pretty people ( and a 
few token old ones) have lots of love problems 
on the "most dazzling night of the year' in this 


Michele. Sofia Vergara and so many more. Garry 
Marshall directed. (117 min. PG-13. Bijou. Capitol. 
Essex. Majestic. Marquis. Palace, Roxy. Stowe. 
Welden) 

THE SITTER: In this comedy, Jonah Hill plays a 

night of wacky adventures, a la Adventures In 
Babysitting. With Max Records. Ari Graynor and 
Sam Rockwell. David Gordon (Vbur Highness) 
Green directed. (81 min. R. Capitol. Essex. 
Majestic. Palace) 


NOW PLAYING 

ANONYMOUS**l/2 Director Roland (2012) 
Emmerich throws his weight behind the old 
Shakespeare-wasn't-Shakespeare argument 
in this El izabethan political thril ler about the 
supposed real Bard, the Earl or Oxford (Rhys 
sa Redgrave. Rafe Spall and 




ce) 


ARTHUR CHRISTMAS***l/2 This family 
comedy-adventure from Aardman Animation 
(orthe Wallace & Gromit films) explores the real 
story behind Santa's Yuletide exploits. With the 
voices of James McAvoy, Bill Nighy and Hugh 


(97 mi 


larryCoo 
PG. Bijou. Es 


:x 1 3-D], M 


Lie [3-D], 


THE DESCENDANTS* ** George Clooney 
plays a Hawaiian grappling with family 
transitions after his wife suffers an accident 


(Sidew 




ie. With Beau Bridges and Judy 
Greer. (115 min, R. Majestic. Palace) 
happy FEET TW0**l/2 In this sequel to the 
animated hit, a tap-dancing penguin tries to 
win his son's respect as they face a threat to 
their Antarctic world. With the voices of Elijah 
Wood. Matt Damon and Brad Pitt. George Miller 
directed. (99 min. Pa Big Picture. Capitol. Essex 
[3-D], Majestic [3-D], Palace. Stowe) 
HUGO**** Martin Scorsese changed pace to 
direetthis fantastical family tale of a mysteri- 
ous boy who lives in the walls of a Paris train 
station, based on Brian Selznick's book The 
Invention of Hugo Cabret. With Asa Butterfield. 


ratings 

* = refund, please 


***** = as good as it gets 
RATINGS ASSIGNED TO MOVIES NOT REVIEWED 
BY RICK KISONAK OR MARGOT HARRISON ARE 
COURTESY OF METACRITIC.COM. WHICH AVERAGES 
SCORES GIVEN BY THE COUNTRYS MOST WIDELY 
READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


Ben Kingsley. Sacha Baron Cohen and Chloe 
Moretz. [127 min. PG. Capitol [3-D). Essex [3-D]. 
Majestic (3-D), Palace. Roxy) 

IMMORTALS** Set in ancient Greece, this 

box office) of 300 with Henry Cavill as the 
Titan- fighting hero Theseus. Mythology nerds, 
get out your red pens With Stephen Dorff 


J. EDGAR*** ClintEastwood directed this 

career of FBI director J. Edgar Hoover (Leonard 
DiCapno). With Naomi Watts Judi Dench and 


bliged with this holiday comedy In 


PUSS IN BOOTS*** The swashbuckling, 
fearsome feline goes after the goose with 
the golden eggs in DreamWorks' animated 
prequel-slash-spinoff of the Shrek films. With 
the voices of Antonio Banderas. Salma Hayek 
and Zach Galifianakis. Chris Mi 
min. PG. Essex (3-D). Majestic [3-D], Palace) 
TAKE SHELTER**** Michael Shannon plays 
a man driven to extremes by visions of an 
apocalyptic storm bearing down on Ns family 
in this fest-favorite drama from writer-directoi 
Jeff (Shotgun Stories) Nichols. With Jessica 
Chastain and Shea WNgham. (120 min. ft Rox' 
endsl2/B) 

TOWER HEIST** Workers ata luxury condo 


resident Wall Street billionaire 
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GIVE THE 
GIFT OF 
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LIKE CRAZY***l/2 A young couple struggles 
with separation after visa issues force her to 
leave the U.S. in this Sundance-winning indie 

Lawrence. (89 min. PG-13. Roxy) 

MARGIN CALL*** J.C. Chandor wrote and 
directed this fictional thriller about real-life 
scary stuff: It lakes us inside an Investment 
firm on the brink of the 2008 financial crisis. 


young woman struggles to readjustto 'normal" 

I ife after fleeing a cult in this acclaimed 
psychological thriller from writer-director Sean 
Durkin. Starring Elizabeth Olsen. Sarah Paulson 
and John Hawkes. (120 min. R. Roxy. Savoy) 
MELANCHOLIA***** Director Lars von Trier 
goes apocalyptic with this tale of a severely 
depressed young woman(Kirsten Dunst)who 
discovers that she can function better than 
most people when the whole Earth is in danger. 
With Charlotte Gainsbourg Kiefer Sutherland 
and Alexander Skarsgaid. (130 min. R. Roxy. 
Savoy) 

THE MUPPETS***l/2 A threat to their theater 
reunites Kermit Miss Piggy. Gonzo and the 
other fuzzy folk in this kids -adventure-slash- 
Gen-X-nostalgia-fest from Disney and director 
James Bobin. Jason Segel. Amy Adams and 


PROUD TO BE A PART OF THE GROWING 

Community Supported Acupuncture Movement 



(90 


3SquaresVT 

(formerly known as Food Stamps) 

GOOD FOR YOU. GOOD FOR VERMONT. 

It's easier than ever to become eligible... Find out how today! 

Pick up an Application: 

Chittenden Community Action/C VOEO 
255 South Champlain Street, suite 9 Burlington 

Department For Children and Families/Economic Services Division 
101 Cherry Street, suite 101 Burlington 

For more information or help in completing an application, call: 
CVOEO at (802)863-6248 

Dept, for Children & Families/Economic Services Division 
Call Center: 1-800-479-6151 

To get help with your food bills. . . Apply today! 

"This ad is funded in part by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

If you think you have been discriminated against because of race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, handicap, political beliefs, or religion, 
write the Secretary of Agriculture, USDA, Washington, D.C. 20250 



Matthew 
will work hard for 
you to make this season all 
YOU want it to be 
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Come Look Today! 

Matthew Taylor 


102 Harbor Road, Shelburne 
985-3190 

www.matthewtaylordesigns.com 
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retirement funds in this caper comedy from 
director Brett (Rush Hour) Ratner. Ben Stiller. 
Eddie Murphy and Alan Alda star. [104 min. PG- 
13. Capitol. Majestic. Marquis. Palace. Wei den) 
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN. 

PART l*«c At last with a tripartite title, comes 
thesparkly-vampire wedding ceremony and 
impregnation weVe all been waiting for. Just 
don't bring nonswoony sentiments to the 
nuptials of Bella (Kristen Stewart) and Edward 
(Robert Pattinson). Bill ( Dreamgirls ) Condon 

Essex. Majestic. Marquis, Palace. Paramount. 
Roxy. Stowe. Welden) 

THE WAY*** A grieving father (Martin Sheen) 
follows in his son's footsteps on the Camino 
de Santiago de Compostela pilgrimage route 
across Spain in this drama from writer-director 

Savoy: ends 12/8) 

NEW ON VIDEO 

COWBOYS & ALIENS* * Daniel Craig plays a 
mysterious loner who finds himself facing an 
alien invasion .. in the Old West. With Harrison 
Ford. Sam Rockwell and Olivia Wilde. Jon 
Favreau directed, and Vermonter Hawk Ostby 
cowrote the script based on the graphic novel. 
(118 milt PG-13) 

THE DEBT*** TWo retired Mossad secret 
agents find themselves revisiting one of their 


Chastain. Helen Mirren. Sam Worthington and 
Tom Wilkinson. (114 min. R) 

THE HANGOVER PARTII**l/2 In the comedy 
sequel. Stu (Ed Helms) is the one getting mar- 

Bradley Cooper. Zach Galifianakis and Justin 
Bartha.Todd Phillips directed. (102 min.R) 

THE HELP**l/2 In 1960s Mississippi, a 
reporter (Emma Stone) joins forces with the 
servants who wait on her privileged class in 
this adaptation of Kathryn Stockett's best- 
selling novel. With Viola Davis. Octavta Spencer. 
Bryce Dallas Howard and Sissy Spacek. Tate 
Taylor directed. (137 min, PG-13) 

LIFE ABOVE ALL*** A 12-year-old (Khomotso 
Manyaka) in a South African village grapples 
with the death of her infant sister and tries 
to protect her other siblings in this drama 
from director Oliver Schmitz. With Keaobaka 

MR. POPPER'S PENGUINS** Jim Carrey 
plays a man afflicted with a plagueof lovable 
penguins in this family comedy adapted from 
Richard Atwater's book. With Carla Gugino and 
Angela Lansbury. Mark Waters directed. (95 
min. PG) 

PORTLANDIA, SEASON ONE: Fred Armisen 

comedy series about the hipster denizens of an 
ultra-PC city. With Heather Graham. Selma Blair 
and Aimee Mann. (132 min. NR Read Margot 
Harrison's review this Friday on our staff blog 
Blurt.) 


THE ROXY CINEMAS 


MOVIE quiz 


MERRILLTHEATRES.NET 


l 

f 


THE NAMES HAVE BEEN CHANGED 

Welcome once again to the version of our game in which we select eight 
well-known movies and replace their titles with a word or phrase that 
means the same thing. What we'd like you to do, of course, is come up 
with the originals... 


NEW AND IMPROVED 


ORIGINAL 


1 . GRIP ME ON AN ONGOING BASIS 

2. THE MOB THAT'S L0STT«IR MINDS 

3. THEGUY WHO'S BY HIMSELF 

4. ADJUST YOUR ALTITUDE DOWNWARD 

5. A MOVIE NOT QUITE MADE 


LAST WEEK'S 
ANSWERS: 

1. THE MEN WHO 

2. ONE FINE DAY 

4. OUT OF SIGHT 

5. INTOLERABLE 

6. THREE KINGS 


6. ABODE OF THE BEASTS 

7. DONT PREVENT MY ENTRANCE 

8. EVERYTHING THAT'S EXCELLENT 


For more film fun 
with Rick Kisonak" on 


SPONSORED BY: 



free i-ftei 

adj (fre-er | fre-est) 

not costing or charging anything. 

PHRASE: 

While many banks are now charging fees for various 
checking account features, Vermont Federal Credit 
Union is keeping ReWARD Checking completely free. 


2.00% ReWARD Checking 


. 10 %; 


Free ATMs • No fees • No minimum balances • Better rates 




VeryPnt Federal 

CREDIT UNION 


LOCAL VALUES. UNEXPECTED ADVANTAGES. 

vermontfederal.org ; 888-252-0202 







Want to Save Money on 
Health and Dental Insurance? 


If you own a business in Vermont, you 
qualify to join the Chamber and access 
steep savings on your employee benefits. 

We offer Blue Cross Blue Shield and 
Northeast Delta Dental to our members. 

Our plans have better coverage, competitive r< 
negotiated no rate increase for 2012! 



•s, and best of all. we have 


• (802) 863-3489 ext 21 1 • phil@vermont.org 


MEN'S DAY 

Friday, December 9th 
20% OFF Storewide for all gentlemen. 
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\Anytime. Anywhere Fads & Forecasts 
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CALEDONIA SPIRITS 6- WINERY 

OPEN HOUSE — Saturday Dec. 10 


Our distillery will be open from 

10 am - 6 pm 


Come see where 
Barr Hill gin & vodka, 
Caledonia Wine are made. 



w.caledomasgiritsxon^ 


= NEWS QUIRKS byrolanosweet = 


Curses, Foiled Again 

After crashing his car into a utility 
pole in Albany, N.Y., Miguel Medina 
fled, according to police, who'd already 
been alerted because the vehicle was 
equipped widi OnStar. Officers arrived 
in time to nab Medina, and charged 
him with driving while intoxicated 
and leaving the scene of an accident. 
(Albany's Times Union) 

After Kevin Dalky, 23, crashed into a po- 
lice car in Suffolk County, N.Y., injuring 
the driver, responding officers saw he 
was wearing a T-shirt that proclaimed, 
“I’m a drunk (Alcoholics go to meet- 
ings)." They tested him and charged 
him with a DWI. (Associated Press) 

Aero Dynamics 

Twice in one week, passengers on 
Comtel Air charter flights from India 
to Britain were asked to contribute ad- 
ditional money to cover the cost of fuel 
and airport fees. In the first incident, 
180 passengers were told during a stop 
in Vienna that the cabin crew needed 
532,000 to continue the flight. Pas- 
sengers who lacked enough cash were 
allowed to leave the plane one at a time 
to use cash machines. Later that week, 
passengers were stranded at the air- 
port in Amritsar, India, because they 
refused to chip in $200 each. "I under- 
stand very well that there are passen- 
gers in Amritsar," Bhupinder Kandra, 
managing director of the charter line, 
acknowledged. "But nobody is ready to 
pay." (New York Times) 

Jealous Love 

Driven by rage after her estranged hus- 
band started dating another woman, 
Laura Jean Wenke, 50. dressed in cov- 
eralls, rubber boots and bubble wrap, 
then drove to his office in Redwood 
City, Calif. There, according to San 
Mateo County District Attorney Steve 
Wagstaffe, she found him at Ins com- 
puter, shot a stun gun into his side and 
stabbed him in the neck. The husband 
survived the attack and called police, 
who found Wenke still in his office 
wearing her blood-streaked bubble- 
wrap outfit. (Salinas’s KSBW-TV) 

A British court convicted Dalwara 
Singh of secretly feeding steroids to 
his wife of 17 years so she would gain 
weight and become unattractive to 
other men. “He constantly accused her 
of infidelity and having affairs,” pros- 
ecutor Caroline Bray told Leicester 
Crown Court. Victim Jaspreet Singh 
Gill said die tainted food tasted bitter, 
but he made her eat it out of guilt by 
telling her he made it especially for 
her. She grew hair on her chin, cheeks 
and back, developed spotty, constantly 
itchy skin, and some scalp hair fell out. 
(Britain’s Daily Mail) 


Trash to Treasure 

A Utah company has begun turning 
garbage into buildingmaterials intend- 
ed to replace wood. At its prototype 
plant in Kearns, Better World Materi- 
als can convert up to 20 tons a day of 
milk jugs, cereal boxes and other trash 
that recycling centers have rejected 
into railroad ties. Better World presi- 
dent Daly n Judd said the company just 
signed a contract to produce 2-by-6 
planks for shed foundations and is 
negotiating to expand to plants in 15 
states, each able to process up to 2000 
tons of rejected recyclables a day and 
employ 360 people. “Are we going to 
run out of garbage?” Judd said. “I don't 
think so." (Salt Lake Tribune) 

When Spell-Check Isn’t 
Enough 

When Democrats in Derby, Conn., 
nominated James R. Butler, 72, as their 
candidate for the 10-member Board 
of Apportionment and Taxation, his 
name was mistakenly listed on the 
ballot as “James J. Butler.” Butler re- 
ceived the most votes, but there’s a real 
James J. Butler, 46, who happens to be 
James R. Butler’s son. Av Harris of the 
secretary of state's office said James J. 
Butler should be sworn in because he 
was the one elected. (Associated Press) 

Temptation Eyes 

Saudi Arabia's Committee for the Pro- 
motion of Virtue and die Prevention of 
Vice affirmed its right to order women 
whose eyes seem “tempting” to cover 
them immediately. Saudi women 
already must wear a loose black dress 
and cover their hair and sometimes 
their face when they appear in public. 
Sheikh Motlab al-Nabet of the Ha'eal 
district announced die CPVPV’s 
authority after a Saudi man fought 
with a member of the committee who 
ordered the man’s wife to cover her 
eyes. The husband was stabbed twice 
in the hand. (Egypt’s Bikya Masr news 
agency) 

Comfy Ending 

Firefighters who found a 74-year-old 
woman at her home in Independence, 
Mo., said she had been in her reclining 
chair so long that her skin had fused to 
it and remained with the chair when 
she was pried from it A fire captain 
described the woman as a “rotting 
corpse that was still breathing.” She 
died shortly after. (Associated Press) 





Medicine Shop 


BURLINGTON, VT 

802-861-3242 

f www.greenmtrehab.com 
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Rocker profile provides efficient 


Run more, hurt less! 
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Bill the Cockroach 


HENRY GUSTAVSON 



RED MEAT 

beelzebub’s blackened breadstuff CQDHon 

Look, lolks.J acknowledge Ibal some ol 
you in Hie marketing department still have 
a few lingering concerns and questions in 
regard to our new holiday food products. 

But 1 can assure everyone in this room 
that it will not affect you personally. 

An open mind about grinding up all of 
our warehouse workers to use as tilling 
for the holiday sausage samplers?!? 

iting foods, jsa: 

That's beside the 
point. Ted. I'm not ft 
at all comfortable 
with any part of it. 

m 


Wow. First you throw a major fit about the 
nine-foot-long boxes of giratte meat jerky, 
and now this? Maybe you just don't have 
the stomach tor this business, my man. 

{ k 

« 1 

ffl Duly noted, Glern. 1 didn't expect 
ftfl you'd have an oper. mind annul tins 
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MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P.25) NEWS QUIRKS (R92)8,FREEWILLASTR0L0GY(P.93) 
CROSSWORD (P.C-4) & CALCOKU & SUOOKU (P.C-5) 






J&f.fiRAS PAR™ MABcjflVAl 


GOLDEN RULd #1 


Our people are honest. You can trust 
that the Agent of Clean in your office is 
there for only one reason, to make sure 
your office looks its best. 


VT, 05402 


Vermont Foodbank 


TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW! 


All $5 goes directly to the Foodbank 


Purchase a ticket 


and on December 10' 


-selling items, including: 


/ marketplace 

/ / / fitness 

29 Church St., Burlington, VT 05401 • 802-651-8773 

www.marketplacefitness.com 


Sat. 9-6 • St. Albans Sat. 9:30-6 


.lennyshoe.' 


SMUGGLERS' NOTCH 

V-E-R-M-O-N-T 

INCLUDING 2 DAYS OF SKIING 


0NF NIGHT OF SKI IN/OUT LODGING 


rIAGICHAT.NET/MARBIGRAS 

presented by: SEVEN DAYS gu&s 


Give the Gift of Fitness 


1 00% OF TICKET SALES TO BENEFIT: 


OUR CLUB PROVIDES A FRIENDLY, MOTIVATING AND ENERGIZING 
ENVIRONMENT FOR YOUR HEALTH AND FITNESS ACTIVITIES. 

Our trained professional staff and fellow members are always on hand to guide and support you. 

If a dass atmosphere works for you, we offer dozens of regularly scheduled fitness and exercise programs. 


Holiday 

Gift Certificates 
Available A 







SEVEN DAYS 


pERSoNKiS 



For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 




WoMLN ieeki^MEN 

WAKING UP 

Grew up in Vermont, moved to Burlington, study at UVM. 

Now going stir-crazy in the 'city." Looking for someone who 
appreciates the simple things, is willing to teach and eager 
to learn, and who will break me out of this city funk. If you like 
conversation, beers in the woods and having a good time, I 
would love to meet you. Rosesblue, 20. □, #118835 


ENTHUSIASTIC, ENERGETIC. 
EVOCATIVE. EMERGING ARTIST 




CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days. 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 
All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 

this person online. 
^5^ Hear this person's 

NoT o1\l THi 'NeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the nice folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4556 





§ 


FERSoNKS 





NAUGHTY LOCAL GIRLS 

WANT TO CONNECT 
WITH YOU 

1-888-420-BABE 

i 




a friendship with the possibility of a 
relationship. vttat 2 blgri 26 □. 0121924 


SWEET AND INNOCENT 3 



AGED T O PERFECTION 



CURIoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 
All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| ~ I See photos of 

this person online. 

Hear this person's 
voice online. 

N5T 5N 1H§ TVIT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the kinky folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4568 



TRY ANYTHING ONCE OR TWICE 

a message will get my pic In return and a 
better expllnatlon what this Is all about. 

letsseewhathappens 28 a 122 583 

ATHLETIC FRIEND WITH BENEFITS 

fm easygoing, laid back, and up 

Pole Dance 
in Vermont 

Learn about pole dance 
field trips and staying 
HOT this winter! 



sex and love returning the favor. 

LookingforPlay 26, Q. *122581 
WHATERVER YOU WANT 

everything you want and be so 
dirty. EidstentlalAct 18. a122S71 



santaclaus S9 52 Cl >122550 


LOOKING FOR SOMETHING NAUGHTY 

It has been too long since I've tded 
something new. Do you wan t to play? 


you. couplensearch 32 >122650 


DELICIOUSLY DELIGHTFUL DUO 



K!NK oF THE WEEK: 


WENie£kii^ 

I LOVE NEW IDEAS 

Have been in a relationship for seven years and wanna 
experience the exhibitionistic side of me. Have never been 
told I'm small but have been told it's a beautiful, perfect 
specimen. Looking for somone to explore my mind and 
body. I'm really open. Hit me up. lonelydaddy, 33, #122672 

FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: What's the kinkiest thing 
you've ever done or want to do? I really wanna talk on the 
phone or explore everything. I'm new to this so I only want 
the best. 




MASSAGE. CONNECTION, COMFORT. 
KISSING. ORGASMS 






NORMAL. INTELLIGENT, DECENT- 
LOOKING. U2? 






QUALITY COUPLE SEEKS OUAUTY 
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If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 


TINY THAI IN WINOOSKI 



Man. Me: Woman »90977l 









MY SWEET BABE 



You: Woman. Me: Man. >909762 


DISC GOLFING WOMAN AT JOHNSON 



BUY-CURIOUS? 



If you're thinking 
about buying a home, 
see all Vermont 


properties online: 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
homes 


CUTIE AT JAY PUMP HOUSE 



You: Man Me: Woman. #9097SS 



friends with all of you. =| When: Monday. 


SUNDAY AT OIDE NORTH ENOER 



YOU: JANE THE OANCING MACHINE 



and there was a spark. When: Saturday. 


HAWT B8 BIKING TO MUDOY'S 

I conventionally drafted behind you 






My girlfriend of five months is still having issues 
with her ex-girlfriend. They share custody of a 
4-year-old black lab. (Let's call himXujo' because 
he's killing our relationship.) In the beginning, 
everything was fine. Cujo spent every other 
weekend with the ex, and it was convenient when 
we wanted to go on vacation (built-in dog sitter). 
However, the ex just moved into a new apartment 
building that doesn't allow dogs, so she's insisting 
that she be able to visit Cujo when my girlfriend is 
at work (this would require her having a key). We 
have a weekend getaway planned next month, and 
the ex wants to stay at my girlfriend's apartment 
and watch the dog. My girlfriend doesn't want 
the ex in her apartment but she feels obligated 
(the ex had to move into her new apartment 
building because it was all she could afford after 
my girlfriend kicked her out). It just feels like too 
much to me. especially given that they aren’t on 
good terms and the ex is constantly doing mean, 
manipulative things to my girl. Am I overreacting? 



Must Love Dogs I 

I hate to break itto you, but Cujo is not ruining 
your relationship. If anything is to blame, it’s your 
girlfriend's inability to let go of the leash tethering 
her to her old relationship. 

Sharing custody of pets is often the most 
emotionally responsible thing to do, both for the 
pets and the parents: however, it's important to 
maintain appropriate break-up boundaries in the 
process. While it’s sad that the ex cannot have 
dogs at her new place, it’s not your girlfriend's 
responsibility. If maintaining joint custody of Cujo is H 
that important, the ex will have to continue looking I 
for affordable, dog-friendly accommodations. Until I 
then, she can take Cujo to the dog park and on 
camping trips — activities that do not require a key I 

to the house. Period. 

^9^ tUe d^UouAe, I 

Need advice? 

Email me at mistress@sevendaysvt.com 

or share your own advice on my blog at 

sevendaysvt.com/blogs 

J 





Native Vermont pines for top-notch trimming! 


WEEKENDS 

December 1 0‘ h -l 1 th & 1 7 lh -l 8» h • 9am-9pm 


WEEKDAYS 

December 9 th & 1 2 ,t '-l 6 th • 4pm-9pm 


Our friends from the Community 
Sailing Center will be joining us for a 
holiday tree sale outside the market. 
All proceeds from the sale will go to 
the Sailing Center's programs. Their 
mission is to give kids who might not 
have the opportunity a chance to 
get out on Vermont's greatest 
natural resource, beautiful Lake 
Champlain. We love that! 


December 15th-20th, we'll be 
boosting the value of our gift cards! 
(online purchase only) 


$500 

for 

$425 


222 DORSET STREET, SOUTH BURLINGTON • 802.863.2569 HEALTHYLIVINGMARKET.COM 8AM-9PM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 









